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“where you at?”
Random shots of

Yellowjackets just chillin’

*compiled from “1,001 facts people get wrong.”

by Ilka Hernando

Propheseyed from the stars*
Robert Campos
Ilka Hernando

Snickerdoodles!!!
compiled by the Pepper Bough Staff

ShayneShayneShayneShayneShayne’ sssss
by Shayne Robinson

WorldWorldWorldWorldWorld

The Bible does not say, “God helps those who help themselves.”

The temperature and dryness of a dog’s nose have nothing to do with the canine’s health.

Caffiene is not a stimulant. It blocks body regulators and your own body revs you up.

Humans are not the only creatures that wage war. Ants do so, and they take slaves as well.

According to experts, most self-help books don’t help.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20
If you decide to pick up your grades

now; it’s already too late.

Gemini: May 21 – June 21
Beware of fake smiles and laughs.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
You’re going to realize that things aren’t

as difficult to do as you thought.

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22
Only losers believe that they are

incompetent.

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sep. 22
It’ s way too hot outside… really.

Libra : Sep. 23 – Oct. 22
Stay one step ahead of yourself, but just

don’t trip.

Scorpio: Oct. 23 – Nov. 21
Life will keep on going even if you

don’t.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21
Stop acting like you care.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan. 19
Bitter Betty’s and Naughty Nate’s won’t

ever get first place.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18
Stop, drop, shut ‘em up open up shop.

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20
The grass is only greener when you think

your own grass is brown.

Aries: March 21 – April 19
Keep on thumpin’.

The writer is not responsible for actions taken by
readers and highly recommends they think for
themselves and laugh at the balderdash of
horoscopes written by completely inexperienced
astrologists [rolls eyes]. Have fun.

Shayne’s world, Shayne’s world, party time
excellent. And God said let there be apathy and
Shayne was born. Alright, the year is almost over, I
have a nice little street corner picked out where I
plan on spending the rest of my life as a residentially
impaired person, I have to be PC you know. I hate
PC. For those who don’t know, “PC” stands for
“Politically  Correct,” and as a writer for the
newspaper PC kicks the crap out of most of my
stories. So by now most of you are so hyped up for
prom it’s all you talk about, prom dress, prom dates,
prom ride, prom, whatever. I could not care less, I
just don’t care. And neither should all of you,
because I said so.

It sucks that half of the students here at Colton
will never get a chance to see it not under
construction, yep sucks to be them.

So I don’t know what the deal is but every year
I’ve been here the school has been put on lockdown,
I mean I have never gone through a year without a
riot or a walk out. But I look at it like this: it’s
preparing me for the real world, just like the rest of
school. Because in the real world I’m gonna have
to know all the different parts of a poem, or half
the other crap they tried to tell me I’d need to know
(I don’t even remember half of it.) And I think that
it’s that way for about half of you guys. I mean you
read the intro to this column every time but I bet
that if it wasn’t there you would not know my name
and that’s fine, because like almost every thing your
gonna learn here it doesn’t matter. I really want a
nap and a sandwich.

The below article was published in the Virginia
Journal of Education, Feb. 1999.

Study Says Teens Need More Sleep; Later
School Start May Help

Worcester, MA - Maybe we should let our teens
sleep in. The sleep routines of teenagers may de-
press both their grades and their moods, according
to a study on the sleep habits of 3,000 Rhode Is-
land teens.

Among the study’s findings:
· Students who earned mostly C’s, D’s and

F’s got, on average, 25 minutes less sleep each night
that students who got mostly A’s and B’s.

· Students who got inadequate sleep were
more likely to have behavior problems at school
than students who got adequate amounts of sleep.

· Teens who stay up much later on weekends
than they do during the week tended to get lower
grades than teens whose bedtimes were more
consistent.

· Students in the study got an average of
seven hours and 20 minutes of sleep nightly-almost
two hours less than their bodies need.

· From ages 13-19, the total amount of sleep
young people got each week night decreased by an
average of 38 minutes.

What happened to the frog’s car?
--It got toad.

 What do you call a bear with no teeth?
 --A gummy bear.

I have a stepladder. It’ s a really nice ladder. But I always regret not knowing
my real ladder.

If Ceramics teacher Julie Printz got married and took her husband’s last
name, we could call her “The Ar tist formerly known as Printz.”
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YELLOWJACKETS!Page 2

We gotDA Campus news
briefs4-1-1 . . .

When will it stop? The insane
price of gas is on the rise and
is expected to keep going up. -
page 3

Music for the Mind is May 18.
This night of talent is a fundraiser
to help raise money for scholar-
ships. -page 2

Should we have sex education at
school? Or is that topic better left
at home? -page 4

The year is almost to an end.
What was your favorite mo-
ment of the year? Fellow
Yellowjackets share their
fondest memory. -page 5

Should teens be able to vote?
Why is the voting at at 18?
Shouldn’t everyone have a say? -
page 5

Sports seasons are coming to a
close.  Be sure to catch the last
games and find out how well our
Yellowjackets did this year.
- page 8

Which student is in the
spotlight this month?  The
student profile features a
student on the CHS campus
and tells their story. -page 10

It’s the end of the year.  Need
something to do?  Read a
great book. Check out the
book reveiw for an idea. -
page 11

“If you’r e blue and you don’t know
where to go to, why don’t you go where

fashion sits…
Prom two-thousand-six.”

Prom is a time of laughs, cries, and most
importantly the last dance for SENIORS!  Prom is
where you crown the king and queen, you dance the

night away with your friends or the one you love
and a night where you show off the most gorgeous
dress in the room.

Seniors will be having “Sweet Dreams” (this
year’s theme) at the L.A. Royal Vista Country Club
in Diamond Bar on May 20.  Prom tickets are on
sale now in the business office.  Tickets are $75
with an ASB card and $85 without.  Prom starts at
8 p.m. and ends at midnight; be sure to be on your
way before your carriage turns back into a pumpkin.

 The country club’s address is:

L.A. Royal Vista Country Club
20055 E. Colima Road

Walnut, ca 91789

Bring your dancing shoes and dance the night
away at prom.  “Sweet Dreams.”

We’re gonna danceWe’re gonna danceWe’re gonna danceWe’re gonna danceWe’re gonna dance
the night away!the night away!the night away!the night away!the night away!

by Alyssa Isgett

Fellow Yellowjackets, I invite you to come
check out Music for the Mind on May 18th in
the auditorium at 6 p.m. For those of you who
don’t know what that is, you can think of it as a
type of talent show. Various bands perform, as
well as students and teachers, to show off their
musical talents. This show is being put on by
National Honor Society, and is being hosted by
senior Alyssa Isgett. Tickets cost $5.00 and all
the proceedings will go toward scholarships for
NHS members. So please, show your support,
and come check this out.

N.H.S. hos ts Music
for t he Mind

by Sarah Kozeak

Music for the Mind is a
fundraiser for the seniors
in National Honor Society

Yearbooks are
still on sale! Get
yours now from

the Business
Office.
Price:

$80 w/ASB,
 $90 w/o

Page 3Friday, May 12, 2006 what’s news?

Ahhh, summer is coming, it’s time to go hang out with your friends, cruise around the
streets with endless parties. I know a lot of you Jackets have cars, and it must be a pain paying
for gas. All I have to tell you people is, you better start looking for a job, because gas prices are
going up. I remember the good old days when you could fill up a whole tank with twenty bucks.
Forget it now. In the past six weeks, gas prices have jumped up 15 percent, 25 cents higher than
last summer; experts say we could expect four dollars a gallon. I know, I know, do you know
what you could buy for four bucks? Man, don’t get me started. So people, hey, if you’re
broke, look forward to staying home or getting a job.

 Now the question that everyone wants to know is, why are gas prices so high?  Well
there are many reasons why gas prices are up. For one thing gas supplies are still down from
last summer thanks to hurricane Katrina and Rita, which between them destroyed more than
100 oil platforms in the Gulf of Mexico and damaged major refineries along the Gulf Coast.

Another reason is the price of a barrel of light sweet crude oil soared from $53.71 a barrel
a year ago to over  $70. Prices are rising because of increased world demand, especially from
China and the U.S.  The world only produces about 86 million barrels of oil a day, it sounds
like a lot, but see as the world consumes about 85 million a day. Because supply and demand
are so tightly matched, commodity traders worry that any increase in geopolitical risk could
reduce supply and send prices soaring. Right now, some of the biggest producers are Iran,
Nigeria, and Venezuela, and they’re wrapped in risk. Fears of a shortfall in supply add about
$20 a barrel to the price of oil.

As you can see we can’t do anything about it; don’t worry, Bush can’t either. I guess it’s just
something we have to deal with, but just to help you with your summer fun, here is the scoop on
local gas.  Sad but true the lowest regular gasoline price is $3.399 at Mobil on Valley. Plus gasoline
is $3.459 at Diamond Shamrock on Steel road, and premium $3.519 at Diamond Shamrock on
Valley.  I hate to break it to you but gas prices will be going up. Try not to let this ruin your summer
fun that much.

by Jeanine Hernandez

English teacher Lucy Tillema is known on campus for being fun, outgoing, and
most importantly inspirational. Next summer she is taking her outgoing personality
to the extreme and going to Europe with 15 or more students. I know many teachers
would never do something like this, but  Tillema has always wanted to go to Europe,
and she thought it would be a great experience for herself and her students to go
along with her.

Along with  Tillema, fellow English teachers Caroline Leyva and possibly
Elizabeth Slusarski will be attending. They will be visiting London, England; Paris,

by Samantha Hollwedel
France; and Rome, Italy. There is a $95 deposit fee. The total trip will cost $3,706 for
students and  $4,077 for adults. The deadline for registration is May 30th 2006.  The
trip will be from from July 19-29, 2007.

The trip includes round trip airfare, sightseeing transportation, course leader,
quality hotel accommodations, souvenir T-shit, breakfast and dinners, all admissions
fees, evening activities, field journals, and 24- hour emergency support.

If you would like to go you need to contact  Tillema in room 351 or email her.
You have a lot of time to save; all you need is a  $95  deposit by May 30th . It’s a great
opportunity and could be a great senior trip for the juniors this year.

Gas pr ices skyroc ket with no sign of tur ning bac k

YYYYYelloelloelloelloellowjacwjacwjacwjacwjackkkkket familet familet familet familet family shocy shocy shocy shocy shockkkkked anded anded anded anded and
saddened bsaddened bsaddened bsaddened bsaddened by death ofy death ofy death ofy death ofy death of student in student in student in student in student in
motormotormotormotormotorcccccyyyyycccccle accidentle accidentle accidentle accidentle accident

Helen Ramer, 1988-2006

She was an extraordinary person with such an outgoing personality, says senior
Dustine Moore.  “It didn’t matter if you had known her for a year or 15, she made a
lasting impression.”

On the morning of April 30th, 2006 Helen Ramer and her twin sister Diane
were traveling on their motocycle when Helen lost control and struck a telephone
poll. A bicyclist witnessed the accident and dialed 911. Both girls were rushed to
Loma Linda University Medical Center. Unfortunately 20 minutes later Helen passed
away.  She was 17.

Helen Rose Ramer attended CHS and was actively involved in Cross Country
and NJROTC.  At the end of her junior year she chose to take the proficiency exam
in which she passed and graduated high school early.

Helen then went to Missouri for boot camp in July 2005.  After successfully
completing boot camp she was transferred to Texas to train to become a field medic
for the National Guard.  In March 2006 she moved back to California.

Helen’s viewing was on May 5 at the Preciado Funeral Home in San Bernar-
dino. There was no funeral.  Her request was to be cremated.  If anyone would like to
show their support and pay respects to her, please donate blood to the Red Cross in

Family,friends and teachers remember be-
loved daughter, friend and student: Helen

Ramer

her name.
In parting, Helen left behind  Mom, Dad,  her twin sister and two brothers. Our

thoughts and prayers  are with her family that they will have strength and courage in
such a trying time.
    Helen’s spunky, sarcastic personality and laughter will continuously be heard
and remembered at Colton High School.

by Justine Plemons

Teachers  plan  summer  trip  to  Europe;  Want  to  tag  along?Teachers  plan  summer  trip  to  Europe;  Want  to  tag  along?Teachers  plan  summer  trip  to  Europe;  Want  to  tag  along?Teachers  plan  summer  trip  to  Europe;  Want  to  tag  along?Teachers  plan  summer  trip  to  Europe;  Want  to  tag  along?



Page 4                                     Friday, May 12, 2006

BothBothBothBothBoth ]\ ]\SidesSidesSidesSidesSides NowNowNowNowNow

Pay up, freeloader!
Junior Ericka Gonzalez

Ar e you kidding?
Senior Amanda Miller

Should youShould youShould youShould youShould you
 hav hav hav hav have to pay rent ate to pay rent ate to pay rent ate to pay rent ate to pay rent at

age 18?age 18?age 18?age 18?age 18?

A recurring column by various staff members

opinions
My

Turn
Mix it up

Inter means between two people, racial means ethnic and dating means rela-
tionship.  Inter racial dating is dating someone who is not the same race as you are.
Is inter- racial dating right?  Of course it is.  Why in the world wouldn’t it be?

 Dating is dating.  Why shouldn’t blacks be able to date whites, or blacks date
Mexicans or Mexicans date whites…the list goes on.  The thing is that our world is
so diverse that it is downright ignorant for someone to think you should only date
inside your own race.  Yes, I do understand that for some people, that’s how they
were raised, races don’t mix, but it is 2006, times have changed.  If they can’t see it,
someone really needs to give them a wake up call.

I think the biggest problem our society has is learning how to accept one another
for who they are.  Society conforms people’s minds to think everyone needs to be the
same and if they aren’t then they can’t be accepted.  But if everyone were the same,
our world would be boring.  Growing up we have all heard that all men are created
equal, but if we don’t allow inter racial dating, then the beliefs in which lie the
foundation of our country, is a lie.  We can’t say one thing and do another.

What is so wrong with interracial dating any way?  Why is there such a controversy
over it?  Are people really that ignorant that they can’t understand people don’t
choose whom they fall in love with?  Why does dating involve everyone else’s
approval?  As long as you’re happy, then who cares?  I am really sick and tired of
hearing the line “you can’t date him/her because they are (insert race here).”  Skin
color is just that, skin color.  Race is just that, race.  People tend to think that your
ethnic background is your way of life.  Not all white people are the same, just like not
all black people are the same…that goes for every race.

The only logical reason to why someone is so against interracial dating is they
are either not happy so they need to see others not happy as well, or they are so pig
headed that they refuse to see what is in front of them.  Our society allows for
anything…gay marriages, older women who date younger men.  Those scenarios are
accepted more and more as time goes on, why should dating outside your race not be
the same?

Dating is dating, falling in love is falling in love, it doesn’t matter what color
skin you have.  How can we live peacefully with one another if we’re just worried
about skin color?  As for me, I was raised not to judge one another.  I was raised to
accept everyone.  I don’t know if you were raised that way as well, but I think that
should be a  rule of thumb.  So go out, date whom you choose, and if you fall in love,
be happy and don’t let anyone bring you down.

by Alyssa Isgett

Should individuals who are 18 and living with their parents have to pay rent? NO!!! I am 18
and living at home with my parents. Should I pay them rent? NO!! I’m in school with good
grades, I have my own car in which I pay the payments on, I have a good steady job that pays
well, I buy my own clothes and school supplies and I clean up after myself.  If I weren’t in school
then sure I would pay rent because I would have a full time job. How could I pay rent if I only
make enough to pay for all the above things? I would not have enough money to spare for rent

of any kind.
Take for example the average pay for a part time job: usually around  $7 an hour,  right?

Well, part time is about 18 hours a week for most kids who are in school. That’s $500 a
month BEFORE taxes and $460 (maybe more) AFTER taxes. Now subtract all the

things you pay for, $300 for the car payment, school supplies (when needed) another
$15, then clothes, $100. You’re left with $45 for GAS!! After gas, you only have
$15 and don’t forget unexpected costs like oil changes or a new tire. Let’s see a
parent agree to $15 in rent…..YEAH RIGHT! Life is expensive without having

rent. And don’t even get me started on birthdays for your friends or movie nights or
lunch money!! Too much to handle for someone paying for that much. Don’t get me

wrong; you should be THANKFUL your parents don’t charge rent. I know I am, I get my
leftover  $15 to go have  fun at  Downtown Disney with my friends. As far as never paying rent,
when I’m too old be on my parents’ health insurance, THEN I’ll pay rent. Or if I’m no longer in
school, but NOT now. I am incredibly grateful not to pay rent, and for now, I shouldn’t have to.

If you are 18 and able to vote then you should also be paying
rent. People who are 18 are not children anymore; they are now
becoming mature adults who can do whatever they want. They need to
take more responsibilities for their future life that is ahead of them. It
should be according to state law that a person who is the age of 18 or
older should pay rent when the parents don’t have to pay child support
anymore. The parents would no longer remain responsible for
damages casued by their child. The child could be sued
personally and held responsible for damages she/he causes.

When a person turns 18, she/he is considered to
have “full legal capacity.” This means that the person can
make all legal decisions unless there is some reason other
than age that legally prohibits him or her from making
such decisions. If the child is not able to pay a rent then
she/he still may have options to live elsewhere, and may
have independent rights.

Some parents charge their adult children rent and
make them pay for their own food if they still live at home. They won’t
be able to make it on their own if they don’t start paying rent early.

Aww, another year of high school is
coming to an end, and for me it will be
the last. I can’t help but reflect on all that I
have done these past four years at CHS.
Coming into high school I had planned on completing only what was neces-
sary to graduate and be accepted into a good college; but along the way I have
gotten involved in many things I didn’t plan on.
     I have absolutely no regrets about anything I have done in the past four
years. I joined clubs that I was interested in, and I’ve stuck with them. I’ve
made many friends and a few enemies, (not intentionally, but it happens) but
that is all a part of life. I think that high school gives us all a chance to find out
where we belong and who we get along with; and I feel I have used my time
w i s e l y .
     My question to you is: what are your regrets? Did you fail a class that really
mattered, quit something that you knew you could have finished, or maybe
betrayed someone you never meant to hurt? These things are inevitable, so
dwelling on them won’t do any good. Maybe we should retry everything we’ve
failed at and apologize to all we’ve done wrong, but what good would it do?

Would it change anything or give us another chance to make it right? The
possibility of something good happening is there, so if it’s worth it to you, do
something about that past mistake.  It doesn’t make you an irresponsible per-
son to mess something up; it makes you irresponsible when you don’t admit
you’re the cause of your own problems. So as the school year comes to an end,
you should think about whether this year has made you any different of a
person than you were when it began; are you any better, or any worse?

by Vanessa Hill

Faces in the
compiled by Robert Campos
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 What would the country be like if teens under 18 in this nation were allowed to
vote? The country might be quite different from what it was before. In today’s world,
most young adults don’t vote because they don’t care. Most teenagers don’t even care
about their grades. So why would they care who runs the country?

Let’s play “What If?” for a  moment.
If  teenagers  were allowed to vote, celebrities would rule the nation! We already

have Arnold Scharzenegger as our governor of California who hasn’t decided if he
will run for governor again , but we all know that “he’ll be back.” Hugh Hefner would
be the president and have his playmates be the Secret Service. If J.Lo were the treasurer,
all the money would be gone because she would spend it all on J.Lo brand clothes
since no one will buy her clothes anymore. The world would be chaotic but yet, so
interesting.

There would be one reason and one reason alone why teens would actually vote:
because it would make them seem “cool.” Teens think they’re “cool” if they’re ditching,
smoking, drinking, and best of all, driving. Everyone wants to get their license, get
behind the wheel, and take their friends out for a spin. Let’s just say you were at this
party and there were drugs and alcohol but you had to lie to your parents saying you
were spending the night at your friend’s house instead of going to that party. You pick
up your friends and you and your friends are hyped about the party and speeding.
Then before you know it, a tree is lying on top of your hood.

You might say, well, it could easily not be your fault that you crashed into a tree;
you could have blamed it on your friends. But who was the one being “cool” lying to
your parents, pick up your friends and speeding your way to a party with illegal
substances? Do you really think you’re “cool” when you make the wrong decisions?
Driving is a privilege and also a responsibility.

Our nation needs responsible teenagers to help vote in this country when they are
18. Responsibility is the key to everything in life because you are responsible for
everything that you do. Teenagers are not mature enough or responsible yet to help
run this country.

Give teens

Should the voting age be lowered?   As of now, the voting
age is at 18.  Would the world be different if teenagers could
vote? Should the government change the voting rules and

by Saige Downs

When I found out I
made Varsity
Cheer!
-Sophomore
Alexis Alcaraz

The Day of
Silence
really sticks out in
my mind. I was
supporting a lot
of my friends.
 -Freshman
Thomas Knapp

We had this big
party at school, I
remember dressing
up (glitter and all)
and messing around
with my friends. I
think that’s worth
remembering.
-Freshman
Genevieve Ar ellano

There isn’t a given
memory, but just
knowing that
graduation is
coming up will
create more
memories for me.
-Senior
Robbie Moreno

a shot?
Do you remember the story of the birds and the bees? Umm, I don’t;

and I don’t really understand what the heck birds and bees have to do
with sex anyways, but that’s what is portrayed to us as the “sex talk.” In
case you haven’t noticed there is no Sexual Education course taught here
at CHS. Personally, I am undecided on whether or not that is a bad thing.
I can see many positive things coming from a sex Ed. Class. But is this a
topic that should be left only up to parents to discuss with their kids? Or
can a public school step in and take over?

We all know that CHS provides a Child Development class, and we
even have an Infant Center on campus for all the babies of our students.
Now if we have those classes that teach us about what comes from sex,
shouldn’t there be a class we can take on learning about sex? I think as
teenagers we all know quite a bit about sex, but if there were a class that
could teach us about abstinence,  protective sex, STD’s, and child
conception and birth, we students would be all the more educated.

A sex Ed. Class should in no way promote sex, but it would provide
teens with more knowledge; and that could help many people decide if
they’re ready for sex or not. Let’s face it, in our society today many parents
don’t talk about everything with their children, and perhaps this is a subject
that the school could provide help with. I have heard that the only type of
sex education that is covered at CHS is in one of our textbooks and the
only thing on sex in there is about abstinence. Now of course this is the
best thing to teach us teens, I’m not arguing that. But knowledge is power,
and the more we know about sex, the better off we’d be.

Sex is a controversial issue, which is probably why CHS doesn’t offer
a class on the subject. But really the only thing that could come from it is
for  teens to know more about an issue that not many people can openly
talk about. I urge people who want to know more about sex to ask, because
in this case what you don’t know can hurt you.

Sex education,
anyone?

Should our district offer sex education?  Could it be a good
thing for students to learn the risks and
factors of sex through a classroom curriculum?

by Vanessa Hill



ADVERTISEMENT

The Rescue by Nicholas Sparks is
different than any other novel he has

written. Normally his novels open with the
main character, often the narrator, going
back in time to tell the reader about cer-
tain events.  However, in the first few
pages, this is not the case at all.

Sparks opens the novel with sus-
pense and drama.  It opens with a
search and rescue scenario.  Denise,
a mother of a child, Kyle, came into
town on a rainy night. She was go-
ing slow but got hit by a big rig
and crashed into a tree. Little did
she know that she would then
meet a very special person,
Taylor, a local volunteer
firefighter.

Taylor found her car
and was able to get her out.
However he didn’t see her
son. When she came to,
she was in a  frantic state
of needing to find her
son. As it grew darker the
townspeople and rescue crews were

by Alyssa Isgett
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The Rescue
out looking for her four year old son. Taylor found her son
and they began a great friendship. Kyle, who at the age of

four has not mastered how to talk, and Taylor got along
well even though Kyle has a speech impedi-

ment and he doesn’t always com-
municate well. Denise was
very thankful to Taylor and

was attracted to him. Taylor
feels the same way but isn’t

very good at showing his feel-
ings. He still has some issues he

needs to get through.  Denise is a
mother who quits her job as a sec-

ond grade teacher and moves to
North Carolina, takes a waitressing

job, and devotes her life to teaching
her child to speak. Taylor is a local,

who runs his own dry-walling business,
and is a volunteer firefighter.

When Kyle is missing, it brings
Denise and Taylor together...if their pasts

don’t tear them apart. This book is now
my favorite of Sparks novels.  When you

sit down to read this book, you need two
things, an entire day to finish it and a box of

tissues.  You will cry steadily the last two chap-
ters.

”“When you sit down to read this
book, you need two things, an entire
day to finish it and a box of tissues.

A Bend in the Road
by Janae Johnson

Nicholas Sparks seems to have mastered the technique
of capturing America’s heart. With his novel A Bend in
the Road,  he sold 8 million copies. Most of  Spark’s books
come back to the same theme, “Will love conquer all?”
Usually the answer is no, but in this story he takes
the other side.

The book introduces us
to middle-aged deputy sheriff
Miles Ryan. At this point in
time, life couldn’t be worse for
him. He recently lost his wife
Missy, leaving him to take care
of his young son Jonah. Miles
can’t get over the fact that his wife
died in a mysterious hit-and-run
accident and spends most of his
time trying to figure out who killed
her. When Jonah begins struggling
in school, his teacher Sarah Andrews
offers to tutor him on the side.

Miles and Sarah begin spending
a lot of time together and they begin to
slowly fall in love. They both discover
that their newfound love helps to soothe
the pain of the past and they begin to think
of a future with each other. But something
else binds them together besides their love

”“People feel that they can
directly relate to his tales.

A Walk to Remember
“. . . I’m often asked which novel is my favorite, but

that’s a question I can’t really answer. It’s like trying to
choose between my children and all I can say is that I like
them all for different reasons. I can say however, that A
Walk to Remember was my favorite novel to write. It was
also the only novel that made me cry while writing…”

As you see, the book A Walk to Remember not
only brought tears to readers, but tears from the author
himself. Obviously,
there’s more to the
book then just crying
your eyes out. The
book had a lot to do
with beauty, power,
love, and faith. The
setting of the novel
also had a lot to do with the book. Sparks says “The char-
acters were young and on a personal level (one defined by
my own morals and values), I wanted these two kids to be
deeply in love, yet without the intimacy that normally ac-
companies such deep love.” With that said, it was set for
the 1950’s; mostly because back then things were a lot dif-
ferent than they are today and that’s what Sparks was
searching for.

Jamie Sullivan and Landon Carter were the two char-
acters that brought this story to life. Jamie Sullivan was

the “church freak,” daughter of the minister, Reverend
Herbert Sullivan, the one teenagers avoided and adults
adored. Her mother died while giving birth to her which
left Herbert to raise Jaime all by himself. Everyone
in town knew about their horrible tragedy because
the town, Beaufort, was a small town, and every-
one there knew everything about one another. She
also got a lot of respect caused by her actions.
She carried her Bible wherever she went, vol-
unteered at the orphanage, always in charge

of one fundraiser or an-
other, and so forth.
Sparks characterizes
her this way: “Jamie
was the kind of girl
who would pull
weeds in
someone’s gar-

den without being asked.”  She
was the sweetest girl, and there
was only one person who
couldn’t stand it: Landon
Carter. He was the guy who
hangs out with the jocks; the popular
guy. They had been going to school together
since elementary, and even when Landon was the rud-
est boy to her she still spoke cheerfully to him as well as
prayed for him.

Landon attended church every Sunday and
the minister knew that. Landon wasn’t a

troublemaker, but he wasn’t exactly
the good guy in the

Reverend’s eyes. He
lived with

only his
mother, in

a nice, rich
h o m e .

Hegbert had a
problem with

the way Landon’s
grandfather had

accumulated his
wealth and Landon

himself is sort of aim-
less, except when he’s

shouting at Hegbert from
behind trees. Also, Hegbert

is secretly fearful for his
daughter, and doesn’t want

anyone to hurt her. So once
Landon and Jamie started talk-

ing and having to talk at his
home, Hegbert was worried.

It all began once Landon was
cast the student body president, there

was a dance that all student council members had to at-
tend.

Without a date, you were punished to clean up the
vomit and pick up the left over trash. With all the calls
Landon made, the last resort was Jamie. So they went to
the dance together and that’s where the romance started to
begin, even though Landon couldn’t see it. It continues
with drama class that they both have together, and having
to learn each others lines for a certain play about Jamie’s
past. They begin talking more, seeing each other more,
and the feelings fell into place.

Just when things became too good to be true, Landon
noticed a change in
Jamie.

The weight
she had lost, the
mood swings she
encountered, and
the silence that
startled him with
worry. And once he
found out what the reason was he was realizing the “joy
and pain of living.” Jamie had leukemia, and Landon
couldn’t save her. 

We all fight through struggles that are just not beatable,
and most of the time the Lord comes into our minds. We
either blame, or we praise.

The meaning of the story is what really made me

by Stephanie Rossano

”“We all fight through struggles
that are just not beatable, and most of the
time the Lord comes into our minds. We
either blame, or we praise. “ ”

The meaning of the story is what really
made me interested though, because like most,
you’ll only believe something that is real.

interested though, because like most, you’ll only believe
something that is real. Nicholas Spark’s sister inspired
A Walk to Remember. In many ways, Jamie Sullivan
was like his younger sister. Like Jamie, his sister was
sweet, had tremendously strong faith. She loved church.
She wasn’t popular at school. She was always cheerful.
And all his sister wanted in life was to get married.
Like Jamie, his sister got cancer, and met someone. And
like Landon, there was a long period of time when this
fellow couldn’t imagine himself marrying a girl like
her. And yet, in the end, he couldn’t help himself. Even
when he knew she was sick, even when he knew that

she might not make it, this man
asked his sister to marry him.

Sparks says, “It was just
about the sweetest thing that’s ever
been done for anyone, and I suppose
I wrote this novel not only so that
you could get to know my sister, but
so that you would know what a
wonderful thing it was that her

husband once did for her. Sadly, my sister died in June
(2000). She was thirty-three years old. . .”

This story isn’t just about the loss of a sweet girl;
it’s a story about having faith in someone so much you’d
do anything for him or her, no matter what. Even though
Landon knew Jamie was sick, he still loved her just the
same, never less, and that is the beauty I wish we all
could see while reading A Walk to Remember.

“It was ... the only novel that made me cry while writing…”  -- Nicholas Sparks

for each other, a secret that will determine if their love
can last.

The story begins to take a very unique view point:
the diary of the person who was driving
the car that killed Missy that fateful
night. The journal talks about living with
the guilt of the tragedy and the
nightmares the individual has. Can
Miles and Sarah’s love for each other
shine through the dark secret the
binds them together?

A Bend in the Road is another
example of Nicholas Sparks’s
ability to write stories from the
heart. People feel that they can
directly relate to his tales. The
mystery that lingers throughout
the book makes it very
suspenseful, and the joy that
Miles gets back when him and
Sarah begin to fall in love
should bring a smile to any
face. This novel is ideal for
the lighthearted, who enjoy
story’s of love,
circumstance, and
perseverance.

The Wedding

ATTENTION ALL  LOVE STORY ADDICTS!!!! Looking for a
good romantic story to read? Well, look no further! Nicholas Sparks’,
“The Wedding”, is what you’re looking for!

“The Wedding” is a dramatic love story set in New Bern, North
Carolina in which a husband, Wilson, comes face to face with the reality
that love is no longer a part of his marriage of 30 years to his wife Jane.

Wilson decides to renew the
love by sweeping Jane off her
feet once again. The couple’s
eldest daughter, Anna,
announces her engagement,
which sparks the planning of
a wedding.

This book is the follow up
to “The Notebook,” and is
Sparks’s eighth novel. It’s the
perfect book for any love sap
to sink their teeth into. It
provides just enough love.

by Amanda Miller ”“It’s the perfect book for any love
sap to sink their teeth into.

The Notebook
by Arline Cruz

The Notebook is about a first love that lasts a lifetime. The main
characters in the book are Noah Calhoun and Allie Nelson. They both
meet one summer and yes, inevitably fall in love. The only thing in way
of their love is Allie’ s parents. They have the most disapproval of the
whole relationship. This causes Allie’ s parents to leave their little summer
holiday early. Noah writes to Allie everyday for a year; despite the effort,
the letters go unread.

Noah spends his next 15 years
living with the ghost of his first
love. Then all of a sudden Allie
shows up at the house he rebuilds.
Even though Allie newsflashes
Noah that she is engaged, they
can’t help but fall in love all over
again. Then Allie’ s fiancé shows
up and Allie leaves Noah once
again.  But knowing her heart was
in the right place she comes back
to the one who she can picture the
rest of her life with, (duh) Noah
Calhoun.

This is a great love story with
a happy ending. You really feel as
if you are the characters. So if you
are into that kind of lovey dovey
mushy kissy poo stuff then this is
the book for you.
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The boys and girls Track season is coming to an end. Thursday, April
16  was the teams’ last meet as a whole; some runners were picked to run
throughout CIF finals, and the others said goodbye to the track until next year.
Coach Kar en Lazarus says, “This year was a building year, we had many new
runners and we look forward to seeing some of the runners place in CIF. Next
year’s team will be small, but mighty.” Thanks to Allen Bradford ,
Shareece Wright , Travell Washington, and Jimmy
Smith the school now has a new 4x 100 record of
42.3 seconds compared to the record that
was set 31 years ago. Overall the
season was a good one, said by a few
runners wishing it wasn’t at an end.
Good luck to our CIF runners!

by Samantha Carbajal

With a record of 4-13 this year’s Tennis
team has had its fair share of struggles as has
its captain, senior Emmanuel Sacerio.

A demanding and competitive schedule has
been the biggest obstacle for the team to
overcome. “Redlands was the hardest to beat,
but Eisenhower and Fontana were no sweat,”
says Sarcerio.

Teammate and friend, senior Donovan
Marshall  shares the same hope for the team
next year that they will make it to CBL finals.
Sarcerio offers words of wisdom to next year’s players:
“Practice. Practice every day; it is worth it.” Even though
he will be graduating this year he plans to come back and coach
the girl’s tennis team.

The team did exceptionally while at the CBL prelims their best mixed
double players: Saracerio’s duo aced everyone until the last round where they
unfortunately were beat out by REV.

Badminton season has come to a close for the year. They finished out the
year with a record that other schools could only dream of, but some of the players
are still a little bummed about the season. The previously undefeated Varsity
Badminton team received their first two losses in over six years this year, both to
Redlands. Although the predicament is somewhat of a downer, they still have
high hopes. Senior Joshua Lomeli says, “I don’t look at it as a negative thing, I
look at it as something to learn from and grow from.” On Thursday May 4, they
competed in league finals, hosted in the McIntoshGym. Juniors Maple
Schompoopong and Kartika Budiman won first place in
girls’ doubles, juniors Bruce Bea and Harris
Budiman won second place in boys’ doubles.
Harris Budiman also teamed up with junior
Samantha Coria to win third place in mixed
doubles. Varsity’s wins have sent them to
compete in CIF. Results weren’t available by
press time. Lomeli says, “This game is definitely
more challenging than it looks. Three years on
the team have made me a better person, and I’m going to miss it a lot.”

“Our season started out well but after a few wins all hell broke loose,”
exasperates sophomore JV player, Austin Demmitt. Both JV and Varsity
Baseball will end their season with a losing record. JV with a record of  5-
6 in league  and varsity with a record of 3-7-1.
           The teams say that fielding errors and lack of hitting were their
flaws.
“We made too many errors and gave up too fast,” sighs Junior Varsity player

Michael Edstrom. Even though this year’s team had a record
worse than last year’s, the only positive note is that
they had great team chemistry in comparison to the

last years’.
  If you want to cheer up our disappointed baseball players,

go to Varsity’s home game played today and cheer them on
as they bid the baseball season  goodbye.

Boys Golf finished up a mediocre season with an 11-7 record overall,
and an 8-7 league record. They placed fourth in the Citrus Belt League and
sent a player, captain and senior Ricardo Mar tinez, to CBL finals two weeks
ago.

As far as the season goes, the teamseems to have done pretty well for
itself, going all out against even the

hardest teams to beat. “Redlands was
the toughest team,” says coach Reid

Isaac. “They finished first in the league.
Competition was definitely highest against

them.”
Also according to Isaac, next year’s team will

include many returning underclassmen, with many
“really good leaders” among them. The team will switch

to the San Andreas League next year, and Isaac expects
them to place in the top three.

The Varsity Swim team finished its season on May 3, 2006 with a
record of 2-10, according to team captain and senior Ashley Abril .

Why the so-so season? Senior Teresa Olivar says “We need to be
more focused at practice. We need to not mess around so much.”

As far as competition went, Redlands East Valley High School was
clearly the “hardest team to beat,” says Abril, “but the best competition
would have to be either Fontana or Eisenhower. We were more evenly
matched.”

Prospects for next year, despite this season’s dismal ending, look
good for coaches Peter Goldkorn and Rosa Booth and the swim team in

general, as quite a few players will be returning.

Four teams tied for third place, only one spot. Will Colton
get it? The Varsity Softball girls are down to one game left, whether
the girls win today’s away game at REV may depend on whether
they will go to the playoffs. With a record of 7-5, (not including
Wednesday’s game results, which were not available at press time),

the senior girls are working hard to make
the best out of the rest of their last year

of softball at Colton High. Senior co-
captain Jaclyn Logan says, “We’ve got a

lot of expectations on us, we all want [to make
playoffs.]” Logan and co-captain Suzy Gentili

have been on the Varsity team since their
freshman year. Logan added, “Everyone

is a strong point of our team, we’ve got
a awesome group of girls, we all work
together and have a lot of fun.”

-by Elysa Arroyo

-by Justine “Cudgel” Plemons
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por Adeline Tellez

En Espanol!

Think of the nicest, kindest person you know, and multiply them
by 100. Add an awesome sense of humor, wicked good looks and
athleticism unparalleled by anyone else you know. Mix it all together
and you’ve got yourself a Jackie Medina.

So how has this year been for you so far?
Kick back, not too stressful. Been passing all my classes.
Which of your classes is the toughest for you, and which is

your favorite?
My toughest would be Algebra 2, because I’m just not a math

person, but my favorite would be Spanish 2 with Mr. Montesinos.
What obstacles have you

faced this year?
Deadlines for SATs, ACTs

etc.
What sort of extra

curricular  activities are you
involved in?

This year I was on
volleyball, track, Spanish club,
AVID.

What are your hopes for
next year?

To get better grades and try
not to miss school on Fridays.

What do you plan on
doing after high school?

Attend a state college; go to
med school to become a doctor.

When you’re  not  in
school what are you doing?

I work at Wendy’s,
announce baseball games at Ken Hubbs, and I’m involved at church,
at Immaculate Conception.

How  would you describe yourself? And how  would others

A Student ProfileGet Jackie with it!
by Richard Bowie

Newly inserted into the “Who’s Who” of  the CHS club
scene comes Movie Club. For those who have trouble grasping
the fairly obvious concept of the club, Movie Club does exactly
what it’s name suggests:  they watch, analyze and discuss
those precious works of art that constitute the film industry.
Ranging from films such as the subliminally religious Sci-Fi
flick Donnie Darko, to the racially tension-filled drama that
is Crash. The club was founded this year with English teacher
Lucy Tillema as advisor. Rounding out the officers’ ranks is
president Olivia Conboy, VP Melina Flores, Secretary Katie
Hernandez, Treasurer Sarah Medina, and Sergeant-at-Arms

A Club Profileby Robert Campos

Lights, camera, action!

describe you?
Stubborn, hot-tempered, a bit of a perfectionist, but

easygoing. And other people, they love me.
What  are your biggest  fears and your biggest

passion?
Earthquakes, and ghosts are my biggest fears. Helping

people and music would be my passions.
If you had a million dollars, how would you spend

it?
I’d probably buy some new houses. One in Oceanside,

one in the mountains and one in Texas or Arizona.
What was the best time in

your life? And the worst?
The best would be when I

went to Las Vegas with my
family. The worst would be when
we lost my great-grandma and
my uncle within a month of each
other. It was really hard on
everyone.

What are your opinions
on the immigration reform?

I think [immigrants] should
be legalized, because all they
want is a good life here. But I also
think immigrants should learn
English instead of Americans
learning other foreign languages.

And who is your favorite
r eporter  on The Pepper
Bough?

That would be Richard
Bowie, because he friggin awesome.

(Jacquelyn Marie Medina is so awesome, her student
profile doesn’t even need an ending. That’s how awesome
she is.)

Martin Delgado maestro de
Historia de U.S. Ha trabajado en
Colton High School por mas de 6
años. Mr. Delgado fue estudiante
de Colton High y se graduó en
Colton High School. Delgado
studio en Riverside community
college y en la universidad de San
Bernardino. Le pregunte que si le
gustaba su profesión y el nos
contesto que si que le encantaba.
Des de que empezó a enseñar
como maestro siempre ha
trabajado en Colton High.
También nos dijo que le encanta
trabajar en Colton High School.
Delgado nos dijo que lo más difícil
de su trabajo asido y es tratar de
asegurarse que  sus estudiantes
están asiendo todo lo posible por
aprender todo lo que él en seña.
Lo que más le gusta a delgado de
su trabajo es tratar con diferentes
personalidades que los estudiantes
llevan a clase todos los días.
Delgada es una persona muy
alegre que siempre esta buscando
lo mejor para sus estudiantes.
Delgado se preocupa por el
bienestar de los estudiantes y por
que mejoren cada día. Delgado nos
dio su opinión  y nos confesó que
su meta es tratar de ayudar a sus
estudiantes a entender la
importancia de su educación.

Domic Corera.
The club had a few bumps on its road to extra-

curricular  greatness, due to the absence of their advisor
earlier this year, but now they’re back on track and
planning events for later in the year.

“Movie Club is for anyone who loves to watch movies,”
says Conboy. Who can beat that? All you need for the club is
just the sheer joy of watching the drama of other people’s live
unfold and judging them. I don’t know about you but that seems
like reason enough to go to the Tuesday-Thursday meetings of
Movie Club. On the club’s current list of Things to Watch is
the Joaquin Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon biography Walk
the Line.

Many of you may have had the fortune to meet Mr. Tom Wurz while you were sent to make copies by a teacher. But for those of you who haven’t, you’ve been
missing out on an interesting guy. The Pepper Bough spent a few minutes with him to let you know what you have been missing.

How long have you been working here?
I have been working here at this school for over 11 years. It seems like yesterday.
What do you do on your spare time?
I collect old television shows and movies on 16mm film. During the summers, I work with a local law

enforcement agency, patrolling the streets of Downtown San Bernardino.
Why did you choose to teach desktop publishing?
I have been working in the Desktop Publishing and Printing trade for over 30 years.  I thought that a

segment of that should be in teaching that trade to others.
Do you like working here? Why or why not? I like working here because the teachers, staff, and

administration are very supportive and easy to get along with. Except for Vidovich. (Laughs.)
What do you plan on doing after you retire? I plan to stay active by volunteering in the community.
What school/college did you attend? I attended Glen A. Wilson High School in Hacienda Heights,

Los Angeles County Sheriff’ s Academy in East Los Angeles and University of California at Riverside.
So there you have it kids. Who knew that we had such a hero here on our campus. If you should happen

to run into Mr. Wurz the next time you go to make a copy maybe you can spark up a conversation with him
by using some of these interesting facts.

When things couldn’t get any Wurz...he found a way.
by Jacilyn Alcantar A Teacher Profile
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With thirteen tracks of not-so-subtle insults to the ‘right-
wing,’ how could Pearl Jam possibly go wrong with its new
self-titled CD? Pearl Jam is the band’s first studio release in
four years, and indisputably their best in more than a decade.

This album combines the classic rock sounds of typical Pearl
Jam (as influenced by the Beatles, among others) with some
dark, heavy grunge and chill-inspiring power chords. It is,
quintessentially, an adequately dark album perfectly depicting
the malevolence of modern politics and its repercussions. But
for all its darkness, the album manages to maintain a shred of
hope in its amazingly written and well-sung lyrics.

Jam to something that glows like a Pearl
A CD Review
by Elysa Arroyo

    “Why swim the channel just to get this far? Halfway
there, why would you turn around?” asks front man Eddie
Vedder in the beginning of  “Life Wasted,” the album’s
first song. It’s a question that holds its listeners accountable.
It’ s a question that sets up a journey through the lives of
the women and children who have loved ones far away, at
war (Army Reserve), through the reason for blame, and
the problems of the American nation. All without
mentioning any names.

    The best song on the album, however, is easily track
13 “Inside Job.” This song contains the most prominent
guitar chords on the album as well as crescendos and
decrescendos almost amazing enough to rival those of Led
Zeppelin. “I will not lose my faith,” supplies Vedder. And
clearly neither will Pearl Jam fans.

A Movie Review
by Ilka Hernando

Jack-in-the-Box.
That’s all that came to mind as what seemed to be random scenes and

lines came out of the new action flick Mission: Impossible 3. Ethan Hunt
(played by the aging Tom Cruise) is at it again with the saving, and the almost
dying, with the blowing up of things. It doesn’t cease to amaze that the
predicaments he goes through seem so... well... frankly... impossible.
         How many times is he going to have to stop the bad man, and not have to
pay for the damages done to his surroundings? Okay, a bit over the top with
that, since action movies seem to thrive on environmental explosions, but still,
those windmills cost a fortune, not to mention the helicopter they decided
needed to go down in flaming glory. Well, wait a minute, all explosions cost
money, it doesn’t make a difference except that it was like they were pulling it
all out of a hat. “Yeah I think there needs to be an explosion here, and here,
somewhere right there, yeah that’s good, I like that.”

Let’s not even get started on the script. Never mind, let’s. “Jack-in-the-Box” once again;
there were lines everywhere, obviously it isn’t the dialogue that is being referred to, it’s the randomly
placed ones at inopportune times. Come
on, he didn’t have to say that right then,
in fact, he didn’t have to say anything at
all, it was going pretty well until he did;
and the threatening? You can find better
threats on Sesame Street by Oscar the
Grouch. This whole movie was one
random blow up and cliché after another.
The only thing that kept you watching was
the hope that maybe Tom would really die,
but like all human heroes, they seem to
come out all unscathed as Superman.

How annoying.

This Mission should have been cancelled


