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to turn your gray world GREEN.

by Angela Beers
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“where you at?”Random shots of
Yellowjackets just chillin’

by Richard
Bowie

I’m
bringing
BOWIE

back

One of the biggest issues facing our generation is Global Warming as I have said many
times. Although there has been substantial proof that we are causing global warming
there has yet to be any real action taken to undo and prevent any further damage. There
has just been a new Act developed in hope that it will awaken the U.S. about Global
Warming. The Climate Stewardship and Innovation Act hopes to…

· Set mandatory greenhouse gas pollution reductions
· Make U.S. economy more energy efficient
· Use free-market incentives to lower costs, grow the economy and promote

innovation
· Jump-start technology innovations
· And break the logjam of U.S. inaction to fight Global Warming

To learn more about this act you can visit www.environmentaldefense.org and sign the
petition to tell the President and congress the U.S. should lead in the fight against Global
Warming, not follow!
If you would like more information on global warming you can also visit www.undoit.org

Ever felt like your writing should be published? Well, the Pepper Bough
has a perfect oppurtunity for you! We are holding a contest to find the
Top 5 Colton High writers! To win you have to submit a poem (only
poetry will be accepted) to Mr. Rainey in Room 622 or to any staff
member of the Pepper Bough that you may know. It must be of at least
15 lines and maximum 20 lines, also make sure to include your full name
and grade. The deadline is April 13;  no later than that! The Top 5 win-
ners will be published in the Pepper Bough issue of May 4th.

Calling all POETS!!
The Pepper Bough needs you!

Why are people so afraid of bats!? Don’t you
know that they are only 1/89 the size of a human?
And if one is flying at you, don’t fret little lady.
Because bats need time to slow to a speed where
they could land, they need to actually find a place to
land, right? And before they take all that time, they
have to figure out if it is even worth all that time to
suck your blood. They have to pick and choose
their battles just like you and me. And most bats eat
fruit and insects anyways.

Oh yeah, there’s this kid Mando Valencia... he’s
nutty, always turin’ 15 and such.

I  don’t know if you all know, but the lunch
ladies sell scrumptious bags of Otis Spunkmeyer
cookies. Except when Otis lies to you, that is, beyond
a doubt, the most saddening thing I have ever
experienced. I had only one dollar, and I bought a
bag of cookies. I brought them back to my table and
opened them…and they were Oatmeal Raisin. What
the fetus is that? I know I didn’t specifically ask for
chocolate chip, but still, it was pretty shady. I just
imagined Otis lying back in his chair, maybe sitting
by a warm fire, and laughing. Just laughing. Well
you know what?  I hate you, Otis Spunkmeyer. I will
never buy baked goods from you again! And that
includes your breakfast danishes. Join me in the fight
to eliminate Oatmeal Raisin cookies from this school.

In my math class, we were deciphering coded
messages and all this. And  in one section, you had
to   change your name into a numbered code. My
good friend, we’ll call her Schmiedy Schmortloff,
changed her name and it was 6923666. And if you
know anything about numbers, you’ll know that 69,
23, and 666 are not numbers you want in your life.
So basically, I thought she was doomed to hell.  And
this, “Schmiedy Schmortloff” had earlier been
complaining of chest pains, saying that she was
going to die.  But, you know what folks?  Not only is
she not in hell, but she is still alive and kicking.  The
whole ordeal was pretty scary. So I plead of you,
Colton. Pray for Schmeidy, pray so that she may live
a full and STD-free life.

“Burger King has good chicken fries, but come
on, McDonalds has good apple pies. TWO FOR A
DOLLAR!” Words of wisdom by Patricia Delgado.
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A new study by the private British-based Iraq Body Count research group reports that 2.5
percent of Iraq’s population  has been killed since the war started. The death toll is rising every year.
War has wiped out about 655,000 Iraqis which is more than 500 people a day since the U.S led
invasion.  Coalition forces are being blamed for 31 percent of deaths since the 2003 invasion.  U.S and
Iraqi public health researchers say violence, including gunfire and bombings, caused the majority of
deaths, but thousands of people have died from illnesses and environmental conditions directly
related to the conflict.

Evidently the number of people dying in Iraq has risen each year since March 2003, when the war
began.   Iraq Body Count  puts the number of civilian deaths between 56,880 to 62,613. These figures
are based on online media and eyewitness accounts. The most recent reported civilian deaths were as
of Wednesday February 21st 2007.

The Iraq Body Count Database is an ongoing human security project which maintains and
updates the world’s media-reported civilian deaths in Iraq that have resulted from the 2003 military
intervention by the U.S and its allies. “The count includes civilian deaths caused by coalition military
action and by military or paramilitary responses to the coalition presence (e.g. insurgent and terrorists
attacks)” the group’s Web site says, “It also includes excess civilian deaths caused by criminal action
resulting from the breakdown in law and order which followed the coalition invasion.”

Anna Nicole Smith (born Vickie Lynn Hogan) was found
unresponsive in her room in the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino
in Hollywood, Florida on February 8th. She was rushed to a local
hospital where she was unfortunately pronounced dead. She was 39
years old.

An autopsy was performed, where it was found that her death
was likely caused by  an accidental overdose of prescription drugs,
and an infection and possibly the flu. Smith mixed a non-lethal
combination of anti-depressants and anti-anxiety medications,
antibiotics, and Valium. But the addition of chloral hydrate, a rarely
prescribed sedative, made the mix lethal.

A hearing was held on February 22nd in order to ascertain where
Smith’s body would be buried. The contenders were Anna Nicole’s
partner Howard K. Stern, former boyfriend (and a paternity claimant
of Smith’s daughter) Larry Birkhead, and mother Virginia Arthur. Arthur
fought to get custody of her daughter to bury her in Texas. But after
viewing a recent TV interview in which Smith spoke about vehemently
hating her mother, the judge awarded custody to the infant’s appointed
attorney who has agreed with Stern’s wishes to have Smith buried in
the Bahamas along side her son Daniel. She was buried on Friday,
March 2nd.

Anna Nicole’s life  was peppered with tragedy. Daniel, Smith’s
beloved son, died September 10th, 2006 from an overdose of
antidepressants and methadone. Smith was devastated after his death
and sources close to her said she wasn’t emotionally stable enough
to care for her newborn child.

Once again the fight for legal gay marriages continues. Whether
you’re for or against, there’s a new debate starting up.

In the court case of Andersen vs. King County, in Washington in
July 2006, the Supreme Court allowed the legislature to limit marriage
solely for the purpose of procreating, i.e. a man and a woman.

Since then, the Washington Defense of Marriage Alliance has been
brewing up a way to fight back. They have started Initiative 957, which
deals with not only with newlyweds, but soon to be fiancées; in order to

receive a proper marriage certificate the couple must first prove that they are capable of bearing a
child; if three years after they receive their marriage certificate they do not bear a child, their
marriage would automatically be annulled. Thus bearing a child becomes a requirement for marriage.

They do not necessarily intend for it to pass, they are just trying to heat up debate, start up
controversy and hopefully cause an appeal to break legislative.

Taken from wa-doma.org:
If passed by Washington voters, the Defense of Marriage Initiative (957) would:
1.  Add the phrase, “who are capable of having children with one another” to the legal definition of
marriage;
2.  Require that couples married in Washington file proof of procreation within three years of the
date of marriage or have their marriage automatically annulled;
3.  Require that couples married out of state file proof of procreation within three years of the date
of marriage or have their marriage classed as “unrecognized;”
4.  Establish a process for filing proof of procreation; and
5.  Make it a criminal act for people in an unrecognized marriage to receive marriage benefits.

Initiative pr oposes marriage for procreation only

Next year, current U.S. president George Bush will be ending his second
term in office, and a new president will be elected. Several candidates have
risen and announced that they will be running in 2008 for the position.  But
who exactly are these candidates?

One of the hopefuls is ex-president Bill Clinton’s wife, Hillary Rodham
Clinton. Clinton, a Democratic Senator from New York, leads in the polls
and wants to take some money from oil industry profits and put it into
developing new sources of renewable energy. Her main opponent, former
New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, a Republican, does not specify what he
would do as president, but simply that he is running. Among the other
front runners, Arizona Republican Senator John McCain has made clear
his opposition to using abortion to fund embryonic stem cell research.
Illinois Democratic Senator Barack Obama has promised teachers more
“resources” and better healthcare costs for autoworkers. North Carolina
Democratic Senator John Edwards says he wants withdrawal from Iraq
“within 12-18 months,” and peace talks with Iran and Syria. Former
Massachusetts Governer Mitt Romney says he wants universal health
care as well as to “address entitlement programs.”

Among these are a number of  lesser-known White House hopefuls:
on the Democratic side, there are New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson,
Ohio Congressman Dennis Kucinich, and former Alaskan Senator Mike
Gravel. Republican hopefuls include Kansas Senator Sam Brownback and
Republican Colorado Congressman Tom Tancredo.

Amanda Benner and Shelley Kozeak pose in front of their presentation, making them gold medal
winners at the Colton Joint Unified School District Science and Engineering Fair.  Other gold medal
winners qualifying for the RIMS Regional Science Fair are Michael Benner, Paul Doxie, Alex
Salazar and Alexis DeRuyter.

Iraq War blamed for
655,000 deaths

Anna Nicole Smith:
Media won’t let her die?

Race for the White
House begins

by Christine McLachlan

by Marcela  Pulido

by Richard Bowie

by Maria Torres

Science Fair winners announced
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Junior Richard Bowie
The bear, grrr!

Who would win inWho would win inWho would win inWho would win inWho would win in
aaaaan an an an an animal duel?nimal duel?nimal duel?nimal duel?nimal duel?

A squid oA squid oA squid oA squid oA squid or a bear?r a bear?r a bear?r a bear?r a bear?

opinions Friday, March 30, 2007

Probably the Squid, yeah.
Sophomore Hannah Macdonald

If the environment were negligible, who would win? A bear or a giant squid? Like
if the bear and the squid were evenly sized? Everyone always says, “Well, are they in
the water, or on land?” Imagine if they were in this mystical neutral battle arena where
a bear could run about as freely as in its natural mountainous home and the squid
could float and whizz around as if it were in the Pacific Ocean. Apparently, the bear has
strength, teeth and claws and it could use those pros against the squid’s weak flesh.
Well, squids have many pros that can ultimately (in my opinion) compensate for their
weak flesh and eventually kill the bear.  The suckers that squids have are powerful
enough to rip the skin right off a human being. Squid have the biggest eyes and
beaks in the animal kingdom; they see all. They are extremely intelligent, able
to solve simple problems and assess situations. They are agile and lithe,
capable of swimming at nearly 20 knots. THEY HAVE INK SACS Y’ALL.
INK SACS. Some species of squid have hooks inside of their suckers and
they can even rotate for maximum cookie cutter chunking of flesh.

Here is the scenario: The bear is sleepily lumbering about, probably
just got out of hibernation, with dirt and snow all over its body. And he is
looking for berries or whatever. He smells the mighty squid’s scent and starts
to worry. He sweats. Then all of a sudden, WABASH! A giant squid swiftly
and deftly attacks the top of the bear’s head, with tentacles ripping and peeling.
The bear tries to claw at the squid, but it is too fat and can’t turn its paw all the way
around to its head. At this point, the squid, with its massive sturdy beak, crushes a
piece of the bear’s skull. “GAARRROLL!” growls the bear. “EEEEKEEEEKYYETKEEK!”
shrieks the tenacious squid. The bear dumbly tries to roll over to crush the squid, but
the squid releases, carrying off chunks of hairy, snowy flesh. As the bear (we will call
him Robert) tries to regain some semblance of consciousness, the squid swims by and
sprays a blast of jet black ink; the bear is 95% blinded. As Robert struggles to find the
squid (we will call him Tyler) Tyler uses his amazing pigment-containing cells called
chromatophores to blend into the background. Now 100% defenseless, Robert simply
keels over and dies. The victor...Tyler the Giant Squid.

One day, I was just sitting in class minding my own business when Richard Bowie
walked in and asked, “Who would win in a vicious fight, a bear or a squid?” My initial
reaction was, “A bear, of course.” This reaction was met by the shock of others
because their overall opinion was that a squid would win. I still don’t understand their
reasoning.

Say that you are out camping, having a wonderful time, when a bear happens
to venture towards you. The first thing you think is, “I need to get out of this dangerous

position because this bear will literally rip my face off.” This fear is with good
reason, because a bear is about twice the size of a human being, with massive

claws and ferocious fangs. Anyone that messes with a bear is going to
get damaged, even the tremendously scary squid.

 Let us weigh up the squid, imagining that it is the same
size as a bear. A squid has tentacles that could wrap around an
object. Before the squid could even get close with those tentacles

the bear will take a swipe at it and even if it manages to wrap
around the bear, its loose tentacles would be ripped off its body. It

has a scary beak. Beak verses sharp, gnawing teeth, seriously? Its
beak is also located underneath its tentacles and its body; I don’t think

that it is getting near the bear. It has an ink sac. Now, this is the point
where everyone chooses squid, as if an ink sac has magical powers. The

squid will probably only be able to use it once and it might not even be effective on the
bear.

Yes, a squid is smart, but smart enough to beat a killing machine? I don’t think so.
Haven’t you taken biology and dissected a squid? I remember someone was borrowing
my scalpel, so I just ripped the squid’s flesh apart. If I can do that imagine what the
power of a bear can do. He would squeeze the jelly-like flesh of a squid into pudding
and then, when the squid is squealing for its life, the bear would finish it off with a
clean swipe of his claw. After he is done, pieces of the squid will be left all over our
spectral universe. Be realistic, the bear would win.

What is the deal with people wanting to look older these days?  Why are
they dying to be older and when did this start to happen? I guess it always starts
by what we watch or what we listen to. Wanting to look older is just selfish. Just
be happy being young because once you do get
older, you won’t be able to do things that you still
do today. I understand that you want to look
older to be more attractive, but there are other
ways to look attractive while you are still
young.

When girls are barely out of diapers
they are encouraged to wear makeup,
skin-tight miniskirts and push-up bras.
We’ve left the realm of wanting to look
pretty and gone into something sick.
Throughout U.S. culture, and
particularly in mainstream media,
women and girls are depicted in a
sexualizing manner. What is the point
of wanting to look older when older
people want to look younger?

I am happy about being young and
other people should think about that
too. We might as well take advantage of being young before it’s too late. You
only get to be young once, and then that’s it, you’re done. It’s totally
understandable that girls just want to have fun, but trying to be older does not
really solve or fix anything. It’s just part of life that we live in.

Slow your roll, kids!

The insatiable need to look older is spreading
across borders to the extremely young. This alarming

trend has many saying...

by Ericka Gonzales       We see it at school, at the mall, even at restaurants. What am I talking about? PDA,
Public Displays of Affection. Every couple has their way of expressing their love for
one another, but can some couples push it a little too far?

I am a strong believer that some things are better left behind closed doors, like
strong affection. There’s nothing wrong with displaying affection, just sometimes it’s
a little inappropriate: when you are eating at a restaurant and you look over at the table
next you and there’s the lip locking, then you glance at your food and realize you
aren’t hungry anymore.  Or you’ll see couples walking to class, then there is a sudden
stop and all of the sudden their lips are locked with one another. One, they get in your
way, and two, no one really wants to see that. Sometimes it seems like some couples
don’t even talk with each other, their whole relationship is based on physical affec-
tion. It’s just that there are certain times for everything.

Many may just say, “Well, if you don’t like it, then don’t watch.” That’s kind of
hard to do, since they are everywhere and always in the way. I mean is it really
necessary to walk and kiss at the same time? Are you that late that you can’t stop and
kiss? Then you walk by the Hallway of Kisses, and you feel kind of uncomfortable
walking in it, because of the beautiful sight. I admit that I can be an affectionate girl but
I know my limits; there’s a fine line between cute and disturbing. Cute is when you see
that couple hug, give a kiss, then maybe two more, then walk off smiling. Disturbing is
when you can’t tell one person’s mouth from the other, in some weird way they have
morphed and become one. Then you start to realize that people just have no shame.

People basically just need to be conscious of others. The old saying goes, “treat
others the way you would want to be treated.” If you don’t want to see people eating
each other’s faces then don’t do it yourself! I have heard many people complain about
PDA, and then two minutes later I walk by and there they are doing it themselves.
Don’t be a hypocrite. You either love it or hate it, nothing in between. The simple basic
kiss is truly enough to show someone how much they mean to you, because less is
truly more!

PDA: TMI
by Angela Beers

Baby Bratz doll: wrong

Faces in the
compiled by Amanda Leyva
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“Baby, I’m like
Taco Bell. I’ll spice
up your life.”

Senior, Piela
Mey

“Is your father a
terrorist? Cuz you’re
the bomb.”

Sophomore,
Albeaunne Cancino

“Is that the sun
coming up? Or is
that just you lighting
up my world?”

Senior, Marc
Tirheimer

“Dang Suga! Slow
down… I’m
diabetic!”

Senior, Syqueena
Bradley

When I wake up in the morning, all I can think
about is how I don’t want to go to school and how
much I dislike it. Every time I think that now, I then think
about all the unfortunate children around the world who
wake up every morning praying that hopefully they
might be lucky enough to eat something. My education,
food, my home, my clothing and health are all things I
used to take for granted. Knowing that there are people
around the world that only wish that they could have a
clean shirt truly kills me. Today we take so many things
for granted, we take too much time to think about the
things we don’t have, rather than the things we do have.

If I were to have my own car, I can say that I would
be the happiest person alive; if a family living in absolute
poverty were to have clean water they would be the
most happiest, overjoyed family alive. The things that
we take for granted such as running water, clothes and
shoes are simple things that many people all over the
world can only dream that they could have. For those
who have been to downtown Los Angeles, you know

that it is not the most comfortable place to be. You see
several homeless people sleeping on streets, while we
sleep in warm beds. Some looking for cardboard boxes to
live under, while we live under the roof of our home.
Some looking for food in dumpsters, while all we have to
do is open a refrigerator door. They ask you for a simple
dollar, we ask our parents for an iPod. We obviously
have everything we could ever need. So think again when
you say you want more than what you have, because
there are people who have absolutely nothing compared
to what we have.

After watching the inspirational film Invisible
Children, a documentary about the children of Uganda
being abducted to fight in war, I was changed. It made
me think about how many of us take the most important
thing we have for granted: life. Many of the people
featured in the film were just happy to be alive. They live
in absolute poverty, no clean water, the floor is what
they use as their bed, what they find and come across is
how they sustain themselves. We, on the other hand,
depend on our parent’s wallet to survive, and we still say

we are not happy.
Many of us complain that we dislike learning about

algebra or chemistry. Every time you say you hate
learning, take the time to reflect on teens who only wish
that that they could have the opportunity to learn basic
math or learn to simply read. We are so fortunate to have
the chance to learn and to make something of ourselves.
Others are just fortunate to be alive. And yet how can we
be so selfish to think how all we want is to want. Instead
of buying things you want, purchase things that you
need, or even better yet, give back to the world, do
something helpful. The $20 that you were going to use
to buy yourself another shirt? Donate it to non-profit
organizations that help the less fortunate and in need.
And for those who say you can’t, but really just won’t,
all I ask of you is to not take anything for granted, be
grateful for what you have. But who am I to tell you how
to live your life? It’s all up to you. You choose what you
do, want, and need. But just so you know, children living
in poverty can only wish. While your desires and wants
come to life, theirs come to life only in their dreams.

Invisible Children become visible
by Patricia Delgado

by Angela Beers

When you think about having a child what comes to mind? The opportunity to
nurture your child, getting to see every moment of their development, educating
them with your ideals? Well not so much anymore. Today’s children are not being
raised by their parents anymore but by their day care teachers. Yes, American chil-
dren are now becoming day care babies!

Now of course times have changed and it seems the demand to work is higher
than it ever was, at least for women who used to be the dominant care providers.
Women now have jobs and are unable to take care of their children, and fathers
aren’t taking responsibility either. So the common solution to work-aholics: day
care. Don’t think I’m looking down upon people who have to work and leave their
children at day care. It’s the parents who have the opportunity to watch their chil-
dren, but because they are lazy they drop them off at day care. My mother is a pre-
school teacher, so I have seen first hand the children at day cares. Mothers come in
at 6:30 a.m. only to return for their children at 6:30 p.m. Imagine having to be at a day
care for twelve hours; that just does not seem right, especially for a child who would

probably rather be at home with their family playing. The truth is that for some, day
care has become the parents to many children.

What is sad is how this affects the children; you can definitely see a difference
in the children whose parents are active in their lives from the children whose parents
could care less. The children whose parents aren’t as involved are more aggressive,
do not participate as much, are shy, and basically just hard to work with. The other
children have much more confidence, and seem to work better with others. Being in
day care can certainly benefit a child, but only for a limited amount of time. Children
need to be around other children and interact, and begin their education, because as
I said before, it’s what can build strong confidence.

Overall my message is that parents should be more active in their children’s lives
and not depend so much on day care. Children should not be at day care for twelve
hours. If parents became more active in their children’s lives then they’d see an
amazing change. Don’t have a kid if you are not prepared to spend the majority of
time with them because in the end you are only hurting your child.

The irresponsibleDay Care

      Parents :
raising the helpless
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How would you feel if someone violated your trust? Pretty rotten, I’d bet.
That’s how I feel when a pinky promise is broken.

 A pinky promise is when you make a promise to someone that means a lot
and give them your most honest word. It’s kind of like a binding contract with
your pinky as that final signature.

Now if you’re like me and my bestest friend Yvonne, you tend to take
pinky promises really seriously. Now, if you ever make pinky promises, make
sure not to break them. Pinky promise breakers are the worst people around!
They are right out stupid faces.  When you accept to take someone’s pinky
promise you show them that you have trust in them. After a pinky promise is
broken your have lost the trust of the person you made that promise to. So be
careful with the promises you make and break because no good can ever come
from it. Especially for those of you in relationships: I advise you not to ever
break them. You could really hurt someone’s heart or feelings!

by Amanda Leyva

Children as young as four described clear ideas about war: they are fearful, anxious,
and depressed about the prospect of armed conflict. They have dreadful nightmares
and 40 percent think that life is not worth living. Two child psychologists interviewed
more than 3,000 kids, and found out that the children have “great fear” of a war that’s
“hanging over their heads.”

“13 million children will be affected by the war between the United States  and
Iraq,” a report released by a Canadian-led team of health experts concluded. War has
catastrophic effects on civilians, especially on children.

Now I ask myself: where is this war leading? Don’t we care about the children?
Who cares if they’re American, Asian, African-American, Chinese, or in this case
Iraqi? The United States went to war believing that people’s lives were at stake and
they wanted to do everything in their hands to prevent people in the United States
from being killed. Even though Suddam Hussein was not complying with the rules of
the United Nations, this war has been going on for four years. Thousands are dying,
but what is most dreadful is that 13 million Iraqi kids are being affected drastically, not
counting the children in the United States that have a loved one fighting in Iraq.

It makes me want to cry when I read that innocent children have to go through
day by day living in fear. Thinking life is not worth living! Thinking all life is is misery
and hell itself.

There is no difference between an Iraqi kid and an American kid. They both want
to play, laugh, eat, sleep, and learn. They know no better, they are just kids wanting to
explore life in its essence. It’s absolutely unfair that 13 million children will be affected
by this war. Its time to wake up and make a difference. It’s time to say no to war!

by Maria Torres

Kids affected by war, kids
affected by hate

“Obesity is a condition which proves that the Lord
does not help those who help themselves and help
themselves and help themselves.”

Health professionals have described obesity as a
national epidemic. About nine million adolescents are
affected. The amounts to 15% of American children being
overweight, and has actually tripled in the past 30 years.
Over 25 percent of black and Hispanic kids are overweight.
Almost 7 million American children and teenagers have
high cholesterol levels. Recent reports reveal that 40
percent of teenagers diagnosed with diabetes have type
2 diabetes.

The reasons for this national epidemic is that people
don’t realize how harmful their devastating lifestyle
actually is to their health. Many young people today
follow a sedentary lifestyle. Leisure time is so often spent
watching television and DVD movies, playing computer
games, chatting on the internet, or spending their precious

time on websites such as Myspace, rather than outdoors
playing sports.

Furthermore, portion sizes have increased
dramatically, leading teens to eat more. The more we eat,
the more our waistline is increasing; common sense, right?
Another factor is not eating as a family, ouchhhh,
something very common nowadays. Teens that eat by
themselves tend to eat foods high in fat, sugar, and salt,
instead of eating more fruits and vegetables.
Psychologists have found that positive child-parent
interactions, such as eating together, improve a child’s
development and their cognitive ability.

Now that we know that we have a national epidemic
of obesity, how do we help stem this epidemic? Is it too
late? No. First, teens should be encouraged to engage in
a greater amount of physical activity and eat more fruits
and vegetables. It’s as simple as that. No one said this is
going to be easy, but beauty and health itself has
sacrifices. It is preferable to take care of your body as a

young person instead of doing it as an adult when it’s
going to be ten times harder to lose 200 pounds.

Don’t try to lose weight the wrong way, because it
might have deadly consequences. It is very stupid to
stop eating all of a sudden to lose 50 pounds, that is
nonsense. I did this to make weight for wrestling. I got
so obsessed with the sport and instead of making weight
the right way I did it the wrong way many times. In less
time than what I had suspected, I had an eating disorder.
I would eat a lot for four days straight, of course unhealthy
foods, then I would starve myself for two to three days!
All I would have in my system was water and orange or
lemon juice. I would weigh myself at least five times a
day.

It is important to take care of our body the right way,
not the wrong way. Be strong and eat healthy, it’s worth
it at the end. Food is not the happiness to living. Having
a healthy body and looking good and most importantly
feeling good is what is most important.

Obesity prObesity prObesity prObesity prObesity pr omises tomises tomises tomises tomises t o bro bro bro bro br inginginginging
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by Maria Torres

A study was conducted that shows that a person will influence up to 72,000
people by the age of 60. Everyday, a student talks and walks with people whom they
can relate to. But what about those that they don’t personally know?

Every single person has a life story, which many people may or may not know. The
person sitting alone in the corner could have just lost a family member in a car accident.
The person you bumped into while walking to third period could’ve just broken up
with his girlfriend. The person skateboarding down the street could have a grandparent
in the hospital because they tripped. No one truly knows everyone’s story, but we do
have an influence in it.

Let’s just say you were walking down to third period, and someone accidentally

bumped into you. What would you do? Some would just let it pass and forget about it.
Some would turn around and make a rude and obnoxious comment like “Hey [insert
bad word], what the hell?” or even just give a dirty look.

Now, lets say you chose option two. You could have just been yelling or “mad
dogging” someone who just lost his mom because of cancer, and you just made it
worse. Everyday, we touch others lives, whether good or bad. When someone does
something to you without the intention of hurting you, you know what I would do? Be
nice, say something encouraging, like “Hey, don’t worry about it. It’s a’ight.” It’s
always your choice. Will you make somebody’s life better today, enhancing their
positive look at life, or will you crush somebody’s life long dream to be happy with a
few words, because of a small action done on accident? Though sticks and stones
break bones, words touch the mind and heart.

by Shawn Quintero

YYYYYou haou haou haou haou havvvvve more more more more more poe poe poe poe powwwwwer and infer and infer and infer and infer and influence than yluence than yluence than yluence than yluence than you thinkou thinkou thinkou thinkou think
“Each man’s life affects others in so many little ways.” --Clarence, the
Guardian Angel in the Frank Capra film classic It’s a Wonderful Life
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Why do we need to know this?
by Alexis Banks

Have you ever watched a commercial that seemed
amazing until you listened to the speed talk at the end?
The commercial might have been about a weight loss pill
that you could take and suddenly lose inches off of your
waistline. At the end the words became gibberish as they
told you it required strict diet and exercise; even then the
results may vary. That must be some amazing diet pill.

Ads and commercials are made for only one thing:
to convince the consumer to buy a product. Sometimes
this product is not worth wasting your time on, but the
commentary is so convincing. Once you obtain the
product it either does not work like it was supposed to or
it falls apart within days of purchase. Maybe next time
you will read the fine print.

There is always going to be someone trying to
convince you to “buy” into their personal facts, but they
will not always be honorable. There are people that count
on you not reading into the fine print, trying to scam
you. It is up to you to label their false advertising and
trust your senses. You sense that they are trying to scam
you, but you want to believe their practiced speeches. It
may not always be a product defended by a
spokesperson, it can be a decision that will change your
life. To be persuasive is something taught in life and it
can be helpful, even for people who would use it for
wrong. It is up to you to decide right from wrong; this is
your own right that was given to you at birth. Will you
look closer?

by Hannah Macdonald

Genital warts outbreak scares campus

College dropout rates are reaching an all time high, transfer plans are being disrupted
due to a lack of community college motivation and tuition costs in California are rising once
again. A college education for the masses is much, much more than unlikely.

All our lives we are taught to work hard in school so we can get into college, get a
good job and be happy, but it really just isn’t that easy. No matter how hard you work,
money will always be the biggest factor in attaining a college education. Sure you can try
to get a scholarship, but rarely are they a solution. If you manage to get a full-ride somewhere
(and it has been done before, here at this school) then great job! But it is one (huge) thing
to get in to college, it’s a whole other thing to stay in college. You need to cover finances
including tuition, housing, food, utilities, books, perhaps other programs such as tutoring
or dance classes. Another thing to consider is how you will deal. Will you be able to handle
the pressure? Will you fall to the demands of an independent life? Partying and alcohol are
detriments you’re bound to face in college. So you need to shake these bad habits now.

It’s rammed down our throats from day one, that you need to go to college, you need
to go to college, you need to go to college, you need to go to college. And after the
financial hell you go through to get in, the odds are stacked against you as soon as you get
the foot in the door. Government aid and supportive parents sure are a great deal of help,
but you have to rely on yourself. You have to understand that you need to grow up and
become a responsible adult, which means no more all night partying, no more lazy
procrastination, no more frivolous purchases run up on your card, no more bad influences.
College is no piece of cake, there has to be a certain amount of growth and drive on your
part.

College is no piece of cake
by Richard Bowie

Vandalism can be looked by two different views: art and destruction. I
have only one view of vandalism and it is destruction. I am not only talking
about kids tagging their gang sign on the side of the locker room building,
but also other kinds of vandalism such as toilet papering your buddy’s house.
Yes I will admit, I would have always liked to have done it and I know it would
have been fun. But one thing I know about vandalism: most kids don’t think
about the fact that it’s illegal until after they are done. Depending on your age
and the damage you have cost, the fines vary.

Let’s say you are a kid who likes to egg houses and you never get
caught. You will laugh about it with your friends later and move on. Someone
finds out you egg their house and the next morning your house is covered
with eggs and shaving crème. What’s going through your head? Does it go
like this: “Why would someone do this to me? Don’t they have any respect
for my personal property?”

Kids do not understand the consequences of vandalism in today’s world.
You see the kids writing in the schools books saying “Call me if you want a
girlfriend!” and other inappropriate things. Even putting gum under the desk
and spitting it on the ground is vandalism. Your actions are causing
destruction for other people.

vandalism : creative expression
or simply destruction?

by Saige Downs

You take the AP classes and all the
classes you need for college and stuff, but
half the time it’s a subject you’re not even
remotely interested in. Take for instance, my
AP U.S. History class. I really don’t find U.S.
History that interesting, but I took it because
it would look good on college and work ap-
plications. I’m taking AP English III, too, but
because I actually enjoy it. There’s a differ-

ence. If you’re in a class you are interested in,
not only are you going to enjoy going to that

class more, but chances are you’re going to do better
as well. I did a small poll around the school and found
that people who are in a class because they want to
pursue that subject further, such as majoring in it in
college, did better than those who were in the class
because of the requirements.

Look at your schedule. Now count how many
classes you are taking that you actually find interesting and want to pursue

over the total amount of classes you’re taking. Chances are, less than half of your classes are going to be
classes you enjoy. Out of seven classes, I only actually want to go to three because they’re the classes that
actually interest me. Since my interests are writing and computers, my three classes are Journalism, AP
English III, and MS Office. Sure, part of the reason I enjoy these classes so much are the teachers. I’ll admit
it. But without a good teacher, you wouldn’t like the class regardless of whether or not the subject interests
you. If you have a cranky teacher that only yells, you’re not going to like the class.

Keep in mind that no matter how much you dislike a teacher or subject, that doesn’t give you an excuse
not to go to that class. Just suck it up and go because you’re in that class because you need the credits for
the A-G Requirements. So no matter how pointless the class seems, just stick it out. It’ll be good in the end.



A Day in the Life of...

Love
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      Gay, lesbian, and even bisexual students face the same
problems as everyone else does, plus the added harassment
because of their sexuality, everyday. To know how it feels to
be tormented or teased about something, why would people
add to their everyday drama just because they aren’t hetero-
sexual? Look at some of these statistics:
·A 1989 study by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services showed gay and lesbian youth are two to three
times more likely to attempt suicide than heterosexual young
people (30% more)
·28% are drop-outs
·80% have problems with isolation
·45% of gays and 20% of lesbians admitted to verbal or even
physical harassment
·26% are homeless
·97% in high school reported to hearing homophobic remarks
frequently
·53% reported the same harassment from school staff
·68% of adolescent gay males use alcohol and 44% use other
drugs; 83% of lesbians use alcohol and 56% use other drugs

by Jeanine Hernandez

by Hannah MacDonald

by Shawn Quintero

by Alexis Banks

A Day in the Life of...

A  h om osex u a l  st u d en t

A  St u d ent   Par ent

An Immig r antA Boy from the Hood

A Homeless Person

Everyone makes mistakes, but some take things to the
next level where they find themselves locked up.

Many teens make mistakes that could cost them their
freedom and no one really talks about it.
Seventeen-year-old Kyle Cortez of
South Colton has found himself in
custody 12 times for robbery,
possession, and warrants. Just recently
he got finished serving three months in
the custody of San Bernardino County
Juvenile Facility for taking care of a
warrant.
       “ In juvie it’s just like you’re at home.
You wake up, clean your room, eat
breakfast, then go back to your room,
and wait till your teacher comes and

         Here at Colton High School we have a diverse group of students.
Students’ families have different backgrounds, customs, and cultures.
Many of these students’ families had migrated to America before the
students were born. Some students and their families, however, have im-
migrated here more recently. Junior Imtiaz Hossain is one of these stu-
dents.
    Hossain, along with his mom and older brother, migrated to America
back in 1997 from Bangladesh (located next to India). They came to join
his father who had already been in America. His father came for a film
festival because he was a director and he liked being in the U.S. so much
that he decided to stay and bring the rest of the family from Bangladesh to
live in America.
       Hossain and his family had to face some struggles when they first
moved to this country. He was only seven when he came here and his brother was twelve;
neither one of them knew how to speak English. Learning English wasn’t hard for Hossain as
he says, “I was only seven when I came here and all my life all I had ever done was study, I

        So you’re driving up from the 10 freeway and you see someone on the side of
the road who’s drenched in clothing and looks like he hasn’t showered in days with a
sign that says something like “God Bless,” “Will work for food,” or my favorite “I’m not
gonna lie, I wanna get high.” Who do you think that person is?
      Well, for the sake of respect, we will call this person an “Intellectual Individual
without a Home”, or “IIH” for short. Now, some of these IIH may just be lazy: thirty
year old’s who can’t get a job or just want to get drunk. According to statistics,  it isn’t
that uncommon, and they show that 94% of the homeless population is caused due
to alcohol and the attitude of laziness. But what about those with a story?
     Thomas Johnson, AKA “Cop Killer,”  the IIH that lives in Redlands, has one of the
hardest life stories that I’ve ever heard, and it may change your outlook on life.  “I was
just like you, going to high school, trying to do the right thing, when that one day
came.” He goes on to explain his tragic life story, “I got myself into the drug scene,
and I was on my way to sell some ecstasy to some ‘homeboys’ down the street,
when I heard some sirens. I began to walk a little faster, when the cop pulled over and

         To be a sophomore in high school and find out that you are pregnant is more than
overwhelming, it is life changing. This fact is what one student was forced to realize. “I cried,
I really did, I cried. I knew in my heart I was pregnant,” says senior Monica Orndoff .
          As students rush to their biology or math classes  they receive a constant reminder that
there is a daycare on this campus, a daycare that houses the children of students. The
strollers, wagons, and toys are collected around the front, causing a slower pace. These
items cause one to stop and contemplate the effects having a child has on a student’s life.
        When Orndoff found out she was pregnant the first person she told was her boyfriend,
Frank Rivera, who recently graduated from Colton High School. She denied her pregnancy
for a while until she faced her fear and told her parents. “My mom cried and my dad was just
silent,” says Orndoff. And then she had to face her future.
         Today, Orndoff wakes up at about 5 a.m. and gets ready for school. Then, she gets her
son Joseph ready. She takes the bus to school and carries on with her regular courses. After
school she and Joseph get to spend time with the father, Frank, whom Monica has been with

We always hear about the doctors and the firemen who
have saved many lives; we reward the heroes and fade out
the unidentified people who also deserve to be known; such
as Michael Rossano Sr. who works for the San Bernardino
County Probation Department. He is a Probation Corrections
Officer  working on a special assignment with the title of
Community Service Coordinator for the Regional Boys and
Girls placement facility. Clients in placement are given the
opportunity to work off community service hours in an ROP
program. ROP stands for Regional Occupational Program
that the county school staff and probation provide for the
kids. It is his job to work with school staff and probation
staff in selecting a list of clients that will participate in daily
projects. When clients attend  ROP they are completing
hours that have been given to them by the juvenile court.

Seeing as how probation is for kids who convict a crime,
people wonder if it makes any difference for these kids. “I do
believe this ROP program makes a big difference,” Rossano

resolutely says, “They are given an opportunity to complete
their service hours in special ways.”

He also says that from March to November, clients are
transported to the San Bernardino Mountains where they
maintain campsites from Arrowhead to Big Bear. Every year
it is the client’s job to clean up the sites and have them ready
for families and people to enjoy. “This gets them away from
the depressing unit they stay in and shows them the beauty
of the mountains, the serenity, and the wildlife.” They also
work at the ROP site on the greenhouse and landscaping
projects. Staff and clients create a relationship and trust
which gains respect from the client. Because of this, change
of behavior occurs in some of the kids. Rossano says, “While
most officers are in locked down facilities and enforce safety
and security of the minors, the ROP program offers me the
access to the community and the ability to work with kids
and attempt to improve their lives.”

Not everything goes as smoothly as it sounds though.
Sometimes, kids won’t agree with what’s happening or would
want to do things their way (sound familiar?), which causes
a problem. Instead of cuffing them and sending them back to
their room, Rossano will take them off to the side and redirect

picks you up for class, where you study the same things as
you would in high school: math, English, science, history
and even physical education.

It’ s not all books, however; after class you
have physical education where I just worked
out, then you go back to your room and
have free time.”

Cortez  finds it a difficult transition from
freedom to being locked up. “It’s hard to
keep in touch with your family and friends,
because you have only a certain time in the
day to make a phone call, and you only have
a certain amount of time to talk, you’re timed
the whole time. When you’re in custody,
you lose your freedom completely.  You can’t
just hang out with your friends and do

for almost three years. After high school Orndoff will
have both of them for support when she pursues her
dreams and would not change anything. “He has
changed my life. I used to have bad grades, but he
encouraged me to do better,” says Orndoff. Joseph
fits in with Orndoff’s family, also: out of her parents’
eight grandchildren, Joseph is the only boy.
           Orndoff chose to have her baby, although there
were alternate views from the outside, students and
adults that do not agree. Society looks at Orndoff
and says she is too young to have a child, but she
believes, “Things happen for a reason.” This baby
seems to have changed her life for the better and
given her new dreams. Joseph Rivera was born on
December 2, 2005 and Orndoff  “would choose him
over anything.” Maybe she did what was considered
wrong, but it turned to be out right.

by Stephanie Rossano

A Probation Officer

asked me to stop so he could ask some
questions. He started to walk towards me
and since I was a bit ‘high’, I got my gun
out, and shot him. He survived because
of his vest, but I didn’t. I later got impris-
oned for 37 years. I got out after 34,
though, and here I am.”  He says that if
he could get a job anywhere, he would
probably work as a lawyer. “I love those
guys who do the ‘court’ thing, and I’ve
always wanted to help out people like
me.”
      He says that he is a very proud “In-
tellectual Individual without a Home,” and
says, “I hate those guys with the signs. They act so poor, when they have all the
opportunities ever. I’m just lazy, and I love my life right now.”
            If  he can see life that positively, what have you been complaining about?

         So, even after seeing all the statistics, has your opinion
or actions towards homosexuals changed at all? I talked to a
few of the gay, lesbian, and bi students on campus and hon-
estly, I would’ve never guessed they
were gay. They are just like all of us, just
a different sexual interest in their partner.
They’re still people with feelings who can
get hurt when people say rude and disre-
spectful things to them.
An anonymous high school student
wrote:
My father asked if I am gay, I asked does
it matter? He said no, not really. I said
yes. He said get out of my life. I guess it
mattered. My boss asked if I am gay, I
asked does it matter? He said no, not
really. I told him yes. He said you’re fired
faggot. I guess it mattered. My friend
asked if I am gay, I said does it matter?
He said no, not really, I told him yes. He said don’t call me
your friend. I guess it mattered. My lover asked do you love
me? I asked does it matter? He said yes. I told him I love

you. He said let me hold you in my arms, for the first time in
my life something matters. My God asked me do you love
yourself? I said does it matter? He said YES. I said how can

I love myself? I am gay. He said
that is the way I made you.
Nothing will ever matter
again.
     Take that to heart. These  are
people  just like everyone else.
They deserve the same respect
and decency as any other hu-
man being on this earth does.
Our school along with many
others has the club GSA. GSA
(Gay Straight Alliance), which
is a group of students fighting
to help gain respect for homo-
sexuality.
        So before you go about

making gay jokes next time, think about the kid who wrote
this poem and the statistics, and see if you still want to dis-
criminate against them.

had the whole Muslim bible practically memorized at that age so it wasn’t very hard for me to
learn. It took me only three months to learn basic English. That was pretty good concerning

the only words I had known when I came to this country were ‘yes’
and ‘no.’ I think my brother had struggled more than when I had to
learn English. He was 12, so it was harder for him to learn.”
        When Hossain and his brother first attended school here in
America it was hard for them to adjust. People saw them as being
different and at that age being different was a bad thing. “My brother
got jumped and beat up once by some kids because they didn’t like
that he was different from them. We tried to just fit in and become
more like American kids.”
         Moving to this country and being an immigrant has taught Imtiaz
some things. “I learned to stand up for myself when I came here and
not to focus so much on others’ opinions about you. People will
judge you because you are different but you can’t let that get to you.

It happens all the time whether you’re an immigrant are not. People are just ignorant. They
may say stuff like ‘Go back where you came from’ but I grew up here. I don’t look at myself like
I am an immigrant or that I don’t belong. I like it here and I am an American.”

anything you want. Your day is already planned out for you
and there’s nothing you can do about it.”

Cortez is currently living in South Colton with his
grandparents, and is attending  Slover Mountain to finish
his education.

“I don’t regret what I did, because you learn from your
mistakes; if you keep messing up, you’re repeating the same
thing over and over again. It’s a choice you make, you have
to think: is this the way you want to live your life?”

These days you have to really sit and think about what
you’re doing; most of us take action, and are handed the
consequences after, the conquences could be your freedom.
Not being able to do whatever you want, having to listen to
officers, people you never met in your life. I know most of
you don’t even listen to your mom. Think about the
conquences of your actions, and then see how you feel,
when you know what you might be giving up.

by Rebecca Schisler

them. He explains to them that it isn’t their way anymore,
because it’s their way that got them there. If it becomes an
even bigger problem when they are back in their rooms,
Rossano will let the young person know they aren’t coming
back out until their behavior is changed for the better.

Even with a downside there’s always the upside. Moti-
vation is always needed with just about anyone and imagine
the type of motivation these kids need to change themselves.
“I encourage them that anything is possible, that they can
have the life they’ve dreamed of,” Rossano says. “They learn
to have respect not only for others but for themselves. And
that’s the most important thing: to want to care.” Not only
does he teach them, but they’ve gotten across some lessons
to him as well. “I am very grateful for what I’ve had and have.
To have supportive parents and to live under a roof, it’s
something to never take for granted,” he says.

Even though the job of a probation officer is tough,
Rossano continues to be optimistic. “It’s the kids who come
back after fulfilling their services, who don’t have to come
back,” he says while smiling. “They come back because they
want to share their goals they‘ve now accomplished, and
that’s something that makes me proud to have my job.”

Imtiaz Hossain

Monica Orndoff and
her son Joseph Rivera
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If one were to walk down Rancho Avenue, right by the
baseball fields, one would see about fifty students doing some
of the hardest exercises you’ve ever seen.

“We maintain a level of discipline and focus,” says Head
Baseball Coach Peter Ornelas.

The Yellowjackets baseball team has competed against
many of the toughest teams, and it’s only the beginning of the
year for the sport. “We started practicing on February 12th and
we’re improving daily,” says Ornelas. “ [The team] gets along
great, and they are learning to play and focus together.”

But being on the team means way more than just a few
practices and games here and there. You gain new friends, new
experiences and best of all, a new lifestyle. The team practices
every day for about four hours. These practices  include “De-
fensive, batting, conditioning, and if we have time,
weightlifting,” says Ornelas.

But, of course, there are always the fun times in a sport.
“There’s a lot of joking and ‘ragging’ going around,” says
Ornelas. “We try to do things as a team, because once the
practice is over, everyone just splits up.”

With the new players coming to the sport, we also have a
small “league change” occurring. The previous two years, the
team has been playing in the CBL, and has switched to the
third division in the SAL.

“The CBL is way more competitive because we basically
play all the bigger schools, with a more populated teams and
students,” the coach says. “We didn’t make it to the play offs,
but we did great overall. We played mainly in Division 1 and 2.
The SAL is less competitive. We played in Division 3, which
isn’t as strong as the previous two, but its still pretty competi-
tive. We are probably third within the division, behind San G
(2nd) and Cajon (1st). We are pretty good within placing in this
division, and all we need to do is stay focused, and we’ll do
great.”

Badminton ready to “discombobulate” opponents

BaseballBaseballBaseballBaseballBaseball
ready tready tready tready tready to plao plao plao plao playyyyy

by Shawn Quintero

Johnathan Sedzmak perfects his bunting skills

The boys’ tennis team is ready to start a new season full of excitement and experiences as they are
playing in the San Andreas League (SAL). “We’re expecting to do better this year,” says Head Coach
Terry Urban. “We’re confident that we have a better chance of winning league this year since we have
a lot of good returnees.”

“Tennis requires a lot of endurance,” said seniors Kamel Zeidan and Mario Perez (a.k.a Shake and
Bake). “And we are looking forward to winning league this year. We’re the number one doubles team for
this year’s tennis team and we’re predicted to win league this year! So come out and watch!”

 For practice, the team starts off with a cemetery run, (a run around the cemetery near the school,
which is about 3.5 miles) as their warm-up. Then they do drills that work on their forehands and backhands
down the line and cross-court.  They also have challenge matches, where someone can challenge
another teammate for their spot.

Players got into the sport for different reasons. “ A teacher got me into it and then I got a great
interest in it,” says junior Leo Vallejos, one of the captains of the team. In order to play tennis it is very
important that you’re able to coordinate every limb of your body. It is necessary to have good hand, eye,
and feet coordination.

One of the team captains, junior Ronnie Burker, described what he likes about tennis:  “It’s a fun
sport and it’s harder than what people think; also, that it’s an underrated sport.”

On March 5th, they had a scrimmage against Bloomington; they lost, but it doesn’t affect their
record. League started on March 7th, 2007 against San Gorgonio.

by Patricia Delgado

`It’s time for another competitive season for Colton High School’s JV and Varsity Badminton teams.
Badminton captain senior
Kartika Budiman  had a lot to
say about this year’s teams. She
states that this year’s JV team
has a lot of new members with
past experience, so they are sure
to do well this season.
Sophomore Daisy Garcia has
high expectations for varsity.
“This year we are trying to work
ten times harder, and we want
to get our street cred back!” she
says.  She’s hoping for her team
to place first this year, since last
year’s season they came in
second. They only lost one out
of the nine games, to RHS.
However they say that there is
nothing to worry about . “We
are going to discombobulate the opposition!” says Budiman.

This Badminton team is sending the message to watch out, that they will take anyone.

Tennis predicts future
  filled with victory

 by Maria Torres

    The swim team kicked off the beginning of their season March 5th with a scrimmage against
Bloomington. Despite their loss of this first meet, swim team members look forward to future meets this
season and hope to win. New captain senior Jessica Hernandez hopes for a victorious season despite
past seasons that some swimmers say weren’t so victorious.

“I hope things go differently this season. We have good swimmers and I would like everyone to
see that we aren’t a losing team, but a hardworking team that works hard everyday in the pool,” says
Hernandez.      .
    This season Hernandez plans on pushing her fellow swimmers so that they can achieve their goals
both personally and as a team. “I just want to keep a positive attitude and push them. They may hate
me now for it but at the end of the season I know they will be grateful,” she says. Hernandez hopes that
by pushing she will accomplish one of her main goals as a captain: to have at least one swimmer make
it to CIF. Hernandez says that this would be a great accomplishment for her team.

“I think it would also help show people that we don’t just float around the pool and tan. It really is
hard and we work our butts off,” she says. By practicing and working hard everyday swim team
members and Hernandez  hope it will be enough to accomplish their goals for this season. “I hope all of
our hard work will pay off, and prove that we aren’t a losing team, but one that strives and pushes to
become victorious.”  

Swim team dives
into new season

by Rebecca Schisler

Coach Ed Matanga leads the Badminton team in drills during a
recent practice at the Hubbs Gym
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You have to practice, practice, practice to become talented at any sport; a fact supported
by the members of the Varsity Softball team because most of the members have been playing for
over five years. The Varsity’s teamwork shines as they warm up for their daily practices, as well
as each members practiced technique. Sophomore Samantha Edstrom says, “This should be a
season to watch.”
      “I think we have a strong team. Big hitters, strong pitching, and strong defense, so we’ll see
how we do,” says senior captain Mar cela  Alvarez. The dominant word in this team’s vocabulary
is “we;” they realize that more than one person makes up a team. All you can sense is their heart.
Another senior captain is Erika Fisher.

Three coaches work with this team:  Kenny Villalobos, Chris Laguna, and Head Coach
Joseph Montes. “We feel very comfortable with this year’s team, “ says Montes. Two freshmen,
Sarah and April Vasquez, have made the varsity team this year, and for the nine years Montes
has been coaching at Colton High School, he has not had a year without freshmen. The diversity
of a team is a quality that makes a season worth following.
      The team finished up with a league record of 9-3, making it to playoffs. In the first round they
were defeated by Chino Hills, but plan on coming back with a vengeance this year. Also, this
season, the leagues have switched from Citrus Bell (CBL) to San Andreas (SAL) and the
confidence is high in spirit and in hope for making it far this season

Softball believes that practice makes perfect
by Hannah Macdonald

 The highly anticipated Boy’s golf season has arrived. The first pre-season match was held March 1st against
Apple Valley.  Colton’s Yellowjackets came out of that match with a disappointing loss, 249 to 206.  Even with this
loss Boy’s golf coach Reid Isaac did not let it discourage the team despite playing in the new very competitive San
Andreas league.

 He stated, “I believe the team this year has great potential and even though they’re young I feel that we could
be just as good as last year. We just need to work on a few components and our overall play but other than that we
should do all right.”

According to Coach Isaac some of the toughest teams to beat this year are Arroyo Valley High School and
Cajon High School. Even with this he feels confident about facing these teams as long as he has his key players;
seniors Justin Young and Scott Kitchens, junior David Kim and newest player, sophomore Nick Vasquez. The team
this year has four returning players who coach Isaac feels will take the team all the way to victory.

Boy’s Golf hits the links with
talent to spareby Cecilia Cabrera

Whoot! As the fall spring season starts, so does our track  team’s passion
and spirit. “They look more than ready for any meet they go to,” says track fan
Angel Ayala “They’ve been practicing and are more than ready this year than
any other.”

Ayala, a fan of the Yellowjackets track team since his sophomore year, has
been passionate about track since his dad was into track, and found out a
friend of his was a former track member, Adam Ghovayzi.

But there’s more than just the fans out there watching. Alex Land, a
freshman teammate, says, “I think we’ll do pretty well this season.”

The track team even won their first meet. “We kicked Bloomington’s butt
our first meet, and our relay teams did really good. We really worked like a team
more than ever,” Land says.

She says that practices are harder than they look. “We do quite a lot. We
first start out with a warm up, running a block, and then we work on our personal
techniques, doing hurdles and jumps. Than we start our conditioning, working
on our speeds, times, and jumps.”

She says that the coaches have a very positive impact on the team. “They
work with us on what our weakness are, and they help us with our technique,
in general.”

 The team is getting ready for the new league change. “I think that they are
going to do pretty well, since the SAL is less competitive,”  says fan Ayala.
“It’ s not a ‘downer’ on the team’s skill, but it’s really giving us an upper hand,
because we are a pretty good team, going to a less populated division. We’ll do
well, nonetheless.”

Track squad gears up
for challenging season

Senior Jabrael Hill
gets set to break another record

by Shawn Quintero

Senior Justin Young  lines up for an iron shot at San
Bernardino Golf Club.

Sophomores Alexandria Cano, Raelynda Moyeda, and Desserai Furry take
some time to cool down between practice.
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In the beginning punk came to start a revolution. Then came ska to get you
“skanking.” Now comes nerd-core to get you to lighten up. It is a shame that  in
today’s scenester-hipster-hardcore music scene, The Aquabats have a tendency to go
unnoticed. Look no further, for the self-proclaimed nerd-core band is here to stay. In
the baby years of the band, which started in the mid ’90s, there were eight band
members. They started out with a common goal, to make music fun again. “Style of
music be damned,” is their unofficial motto. Half of them picked up horns in a parody
of the up-and-coming ska scene, while a fellow member created their signature neon
green (now electric blue) wetsuit uniforms, superhero masks and helmets. Suddenly
they were “superheroes from a distant island called Aquabania,” with such quirky
names as MC Bat Commander, Jimmy The Robot, Ricky Fitness, Crash McLarson,
Eagle “Bones,” and Falconhawk (along with fellow ally, Pigbat). Fellow dorks unite!

While punks and ska-heads alike shunned them, they clearly didn’t care. They
had a purpose in life, as can be seen in their song “Awesome Forces,”  “We are your
average ordinary superhuman Punishers of evil, rock and roll band, and we’ve been
designated to save this crazy world. We cannot die, for this is our destiny.”

The Aquabats were influenced by such bands as Devo, Oingo Boingo, and early
L.A. punk bands. Check out their last CD, Charge!!, for they’ve recently gone back

underground to record a new CD, but the last time that happened we didn’t see them
for six years. The quirky band is known for their improvisational shtick at shows, their
crazy hyperactive antics, as well as their
humble hospitality towards any fanatic.
When they first started out they dressed
up their friends in monster masks and told
the venues that they were indeed fellow
performers, to get them in for free. Thus
they became villains that would attack in
the midst of the show.

Suddenly, it’s okay to be a nerd.
“There’s a difference between nerds and
losers,” says MC Bat Commander. “All
these people whining about how they are
losers and nobodies, ‘cuz they feel sorry
for themselves or something. It’s such a cop-out. Nerds are different, they believe in
something. They believe in themselves, regardless of what they’ve accomplished yet.
So, if that makes me a ‘nerd,’ sign me up.”

What’s the worst thing that’s ever happened to you? Broken a few bones?
Gotten robbed? Well what if your airplane disintegrated in mid-air, fell from the
sky onto a nameless island, stranding you from all outside life? And what if
there were people and monsters on the island trying to kidnap you? That’s just
a taste of what the characters on Lost have to go through.

Airing every Wednesday night at 10:00 p.m. on ABC, Lost follows the
survivors of Oceanic Flight 815 after they crash-landed on an uncharted island

in the South Pacific. Season Three has
just restarted and it is already promising
to be the best yet.

Troubled surgeon Jack Shephard,
fugitive Kate Austen and con man James
“Sawyer” Ford were captured by a
mysterious group of “Others,” people
who were on the island before the plane
crashed. After Jack saves the life of the
leader of the “Others” (Ben), Sawyer and
Kate are set free, while Jack is still held
captive by the mysterious “Others.” They
head back to their island, with plans to
return and save Jack.

Back on the original island, it was
found that Desmond (a man who had
crashed on the island three years before
the Flight 815 survivors) can forsee the

future and unfortunately, he sees the death of Charlie, an original cast member.
When Kate and Sawyer return to their island, they enlist the help of  Sayid,
Locke, and Rousseau to get Jack back, only to be attacked by a Russian
communicant and led to the “Others” base, where they find that Jack has made
a deal with the “Others” and is temporairly living as one of them.

Lost has been one of the most critically acclaimed and awarded shows on
TV. It has been nominated for a Golden Globe Award for best drama series every
year it has been eligible, winning the award in 2006. Collectively, the show has
won over 20 awards in only two seasons.

Based on the actual events of one of the most fascinating unsolved crimes in
the nation’s history, Zodiac is a movie about the real-life killer who terrorized the San
Francisco Bay Area for the better part of the late 1960s and well into the 70s.The
Zodiac sent letters to numerous newspapers that taunted them and claimed his identity

was hidden in at least one of his coded
letters. He would make threats and
claimed to go on killing sprees as well
as predict whom he was going to
murder next and confirm personal
details of many of his previous
murders. In the end, although he
claimed to have killed almost three
dozen people, only five victims were
actually linked to Zodiac. This movie
takes us into the lives of a handful of
people who became so caught up with
catching the mysterious serial killer

that it affected their personal lives, through lost jobs, drug and alcohol abuse and
ruined marriages. Among those we get to meet is Inspector David Toschi (Mark
Ruffalo) who, at one point in time, was accused of writing one of the Zodiac letters
and was later demoted from his job; Paul Avery (Robert Downey Jr.), the crime reporter
for the San Francisco Chronicle, who the Zodiac would sometimes mention by name
in his letters as his next target and a man who eventually submitted himself  to years
of drug and alcohol addiction; and finally, Robert Graysmith (Jake Gyllenhaal), a
cartoonist for the Chronicle who became so obsessed with solving the Zodiac murders
that it cost him his marriage. Sadly, we will never know what truly happened. I found
Zodiac to be a very interesting a movie that I greatly enjoyed watching. I have to say
that the fact that it is based on a true story made it very convincing. It was so
fascinating to watch how the murders unfolded, how they affected so many people
and how the police could just not catch this madman.

We are introduced to suspect after suspect and led to believe that there was
more than one person who could have actually been the real serial killer. Obviously by
the end of the movie, all the facts do seem to point to one person who, if the facts are
right, probably was the Zodiac. Unfortunately, if you are looking for a movie with
blood and gore this isn’t the movie for you. Following this I highly suggest you go
out and see this film.

by Cecilia Cabrera

Find yourself ...

by Richard Bowie

Zodiac a real life thrillerthrillerthrillerthrillerthriller

by Marcela Pulido

Campus goes “Cr azy”  for school musical
by Richard Bowie

LOSTLOSTLOSTLOSTLOST

That’s right. The month of March was home to the
school’s spring musical. A time for all the talented actors
and actresses to start memorizing lines, dances, and
timing for their “15 minutes” of fame. The whole stage
crew  worked hard at painting a mural on the side of the
auditorium, building sets, working on props, and trying
to get everything done in time to put on the spectacular
performances you saw right before your very eyes.

The musical was the new Gershwin Musical comedy,

Crazy For You, with leading roles by seniors Nicholas
and Richard Daily and junior Sara Ordaz. The play is
set in the 1930’s in New York City and Deadrock, Nevada.
The play starts in the Big Apple when bank employee
Bobby Child, played by Nicholas Daily, travels to
Deadrock to foreclose a post office/musical theater
owned by cowgirl Polly Baker. Polly, persuaded by a
band of energetic cowpoke townies, tries to save and
revive the theater. Bobby arrives to close down the
property but falls in love with Polly and aids her in the

town’s fight. However, Polly rejects Bobby in favor of
Mr. Zangler, the bank’s owner. Bobby, determined to win
Polly’s heart, disguises himself as Zengler and pursues
Polly. In a flurry of mistaken identities, dazzling showgirls,
lazy cowboys and confused love triangles, Crazy For
You was delivered with tons of energy, outstanding
singing and humorous storylines. Mentionable
performances include juniors Adam Ghovayzi, Kristin
Brown, sophomore William Urbina  and freshman Brian
Romo as Moose.



Page 14 Friday, March 30, 2007fffff eeeeeaaaaaturesturesturesturestures

“You should think of high school as a preparation
for college. College then leads you into your future,”
says AVID tutor and college student Jeremy Martinez.
The road to your future can often be bumpy, but college
can help pave that road to a smoother tomorrow.

We go to elementary school, which leads up to junior
high, and then to high school, all the time looking forward
and wishing for the next year to come. As we enter high
school that racecar slows because of the next foreseen
step, your life. College is the beginning of your adult life
and gives you responsibilities that you have never had
before. The process looms closer and for many, causes
stress and confusion. Martinez says, “Getting into college
was not as difficult as you would think.”

First step: going through your high school years

with care. You cannot expect to ditch and fail your classes
and get accepted into college. It is not a question of
taking Advanced Placement (AP) courses until your head
hurts; it is how far you are willing to push yourself. “A
Grade Point Average (GPA) of a 2.0 through 3.0 can get
you accepted into a Cal State college, a 3.5 or higher for
highly selective colleges,” says Colton High’s college
counselor Carol Drury. Your grades are the most important
factor in getting accepted.

Second step: getting involved. Colleges are
constantly looking at you. “You are selling yourself,”
says Martinez , and you are hoping for the highest bidder.
You cannot expect a bite unless you have proper bait.
Volunteer work for your community, and school club
participation are vital aspects in acceptance. If you love
playing baseball for the school, you are involved, without

any difficulties on your part. If you love the cinema, there
is a whole club devoted to watching movies. Anything
you enjoy or are interested in can be found or made into
a club by you.

Third step: be prepared. Preparing for college is a
pile of work, thorough research is the most important,
but “it’s all about your personal perseverance,” says
Martinez. You have to find out your preferred major, the
colleges, and the applications. You have to put in the
work; your future is in your hands. In the end it will all be
rewarding, in the end you are handed your future. “The
last thing a college wants you to do is be lost,” says
Martinez, and proves it with his criteria of classes
provided by the school for his selected major. Yes, it will
be hard, but challenges help us grow and these
challenges will shape your life. It is up to you to try.

College is only three steps away!College is only three steps away!College is only three steps away!College is only three steps away!College is only three steps away!

When you hear KEY Club  the first thing that comes to your mind is probably not
correct. You might think that this on-campus club does something along the lines of
making keys, but that is not the case. KEY Club stands for K iwanis Educates Youth.
Kiwanis is the backbone of  KEY Club International. It is the organization that took a
dream of helping youth and the community and made it into a reality. KEY Club
International offers many opportunities to its members, opportunities such as leadership
development, service-learning, vocational guidance, personal enrichment, and college
scholarships. There are many good opportunities it offers, but KEY Club’s main goal is
to better the community.

KEY Club is a program that outreaches to high school students all over the world.
It exists throughout 5,000 high school campuses throughout the U.S, Canada, the
Caribbean nations, Central and South America, Asia and Australia. There are around
230,000 members and the organization is still growing. Here at Colton High there are 17
members in the key club organization. Senior Jessica Luna is the president.

“KEY Club is a great organization that helps to build and better our community,”
Luna says. “It’s a lot of fun and it’s very fulfilling.” Luna has been an active member of
the KEY Club organization for two years and was elected last year as president. Her
expectations for KEY Club and its members this year are to grow and have new people
come and feel like they can be rewarded and fulfilled by joining KEY Club. “I hope
people can be educated, and learn and want to give back to the community and
important causes,” Luna says. “This club is about service and helping youth and the
community and I hope people learn to do it, and have fun doing it.”

KEY Club meets every Monday in Ms. Davalos’ room, 552.  “ I just hope to inspire
people to come and join KEY Club because it’s a great experience and we have fun
doing it!” says Luna.

To learn more about KEY Club International and other Kiwanis organizations
please visit: www.kiwanis.org

Key Club: Caring is their way of lifeKey Club: Caring is their way of lifeKey Club: Caring is their way of lifeKey Club: Caring is their way of lifeKey Club: Caring is their way of life

by Hannah Macdonald

by Rebecca Schisler

English teacher Heidi Wilson has changed her career choices plenty of times. She
started out wanting to be a paramedic, then an actress, then she changed her major to

psychology, then decided she wanted to
teach math, until finally, she decided that
teaching English was her true calling.

“I didn’t choose to teach; it chose me,”
she says and many of Colton High’s
students are glad it did. The students are
mesmerized by her unique and “cool”
teaching style. One such student, junior
Vanessa Munoz, remembers a happy
memory from Wilson’s English class, “We
were learning about the bones and she
made us get up and dance.”  When
describing her personality students

mentioned that she is outgoing and down to earth, just to name a few of her good
virtues.

But she wasn’t always considered the cool gal that she is now; in fact she says
that in high school she was a nerd. She took part in all the stereotypical nerdy clubs
such as Drama Club and NHS. Her attempt to be a cheerleader was derailed due to her
inability to do the splits. She studied constantly and her grades were fit to make her
parents proud. This was expected because of her attendance in a very strict Catholic
school. She says, “I would’ve probably been best friends with Mahbuba [Hammad.]”

Wilson says that she loves teaching English because she gets to know the
students on a more personal level through their daily journals. Another factor is her
love for literature and Shakespearean plays. One of her favorite books is To Kill A
Mockingbird by Harper Lee, but her treasured books are the Harry Potter series. At
home she makes charts regarding the characters’ family trees, and even made a bet
with a friend regarding Dumbledore’s death. “She’s going to owe me lunch when book
7 comes out!”

Contrary to popular belief, she has a life outside of school, like most teachers. She
is a dramaturge (simply, a background researcher) for the Redlands Shakespeare Festival,
and an avid clogger. Traveling is her second love, having visited many exotic places.
It is her infatuation with plays that brought about her life motto that she aspires to live
up to: “Life is too short for the balcony.”

Heidi Wilson a women of
wondersby Divya Jospeh & Marcela Pulido

           First impressions are important. Imagine how you would react upon
walking into the auditorium and seeing a young woman wiping a white board
with her feet. This may seem strange for many, but for Jessica Cox these things
are just part of her normal life, because Jessica Cox was born without arms.

Students were treated
to a very special message
during a recent
motivational assembly
hosted by Cox. The
assembly began with
Jessica writing the word
“can’t” on the board, then
stating that this was a word
she would like to eliminate
from our vocabulary. Being
that there is no such thing
as “I can’t do it,” it just may
be a little more difficult to accomplish.  But her strong message was if you
persist, anything is possible. During the assembly she did various activities
with the students, encouraging them to try daily tasks by just using their feet,
which in Cox’s life is nothing out of the ordinary. Her first task for the students
of Colton High was to try to open a bottle with their feet; right from the beginning
you saw that this was going to be a difficult task for the students, but Cox
continued to motivate the students and not let them give up. She did many other
tasks in front of the students such as brush her hair, put on lipstick, and even
talk on a cell phone. Many were amazed to see how skilled she was in all these
things, but these are skills that Cox developed over time and has become natural.

Despite having no arms Cox has triumphed and achieved so much. Cox was
the first woman with no arms to ever fly an airplane. She was also the first person
without arms to ever earn a black belt in Tae Kwan Do. To her she lives a
completely normal life and in her life there is no “handicap” that holds her back.
Students left the assembly feeling and taking her positive message in. Jessica
Cox was an inspiration to all, not because she accomplished so much with no
arms but simply because she believed anything is possible.

No limitations here
 Motivational speaker comes to Colton High to bring her

message of perseverance.

by Angela Beers
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As many can see the peace sign has reappeared into our culture. You may
now see peace signs on bags, shirts, and necklaces. But how many sporting
the peace sign actually know what it means? There are two ways to view the
peace sign, religious and artistic. But I’ll leave it up to you to decide which side
you feel knows the peace sign origin best.

In the religious perspective the peace sign is said to be the “broken cross”
representing antichrist beliefs. The people for the Christian Resource Centre
say that it is an ancient and powerful symbol of the Antichrist. They believe
that the symbol is nothing short of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, and
that for one to wear or display this symbol is to announce either knowingly or
unknowingly that you have rejected Christ. This belief of the peace sign is
also supported by the John Birch Society. They wrote that the broken cross
was originally devised by the Roman emperor Nero, who had Saint Peter
crucified upon it upside down. And that in the middle ages it was allegedly
used to signify the devil. In South Africa , under the apartheid regime, there
was an attempt to ban it. Various far-right and fundamentalist American groups
also go along spreading the idea that the symbol is satanic and a communist
sign.

According to the artisitc perspective of the peace sign, it was originally
designed in 1958 by Gerald  Holtom, a  professional designer and artist and
graduate of the Royal College of Arts. He had shown his sketches to a small
group of people in the Peace News office in North London and to the Direct
Action Committee Against Nuclear War, one of several organizations that
came together to set up CND, Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. The symbol
was completed on February 21, 1958 and then displayed publicly over the
Easter weekend in March, 1958. CND even made badges displaying the symbol,
believing that in the event of a nuclear war, the badges would be among the
few human artifacts to survive the nuclear war. These badges can still be
found at the Imperial War Museum exhibition “From the Bomb to the Beatles.”
Holtom explained that the symbol incorporated the semiphore letter N for
nuclear and D for disarmament. He then wrote to High Brock, editor of Peace
News, “I was in despair. Deep despair. I drew myself: the representative of an
individual in despair, with hands palm out outstretched outwards and
downwards in the manner of Goya’s peasant before a firing squad. I formalized
the drawing into a line and put a circle around it.” The symbol crossed over the
Atlantic when Bayard Rustin, a close associate of Martin Luther King, took
the symbol back to the United States where it was used in civil rights marches.

No matter whom you choose to believe, the peace sign is here to stay and
is now being used to represent our generation’s motivations to provide change.
So before you put on your peace sign shirt, remember you could either be
projecting your ideas, or the Antichrist, or simply supporting and old artist’s
sketches. It’s all up to you. Peace!

by Angela Beers

Is the Peace Sign an anti-war emblem? Or a
symbol for the AntiChrist? You may be surprised.

While a lot of their peers got tired of studying and gave up, they went the extra
mile and are thus frequently called the over achievers of C.H.S. Mahbuba Hammad
says that she knows that she has worked hard when she sees “the sun rise when I
am still working at my desk.” This hard work that the top one percent of the 2007
graduating class has put in hasn’t gone unnoticed. They have been rewarded with
a full ride scholarship from Cal State San Bernardino.

Cal State San Bernardino offers full ride scholarship to the top one percent of
every year’s graduating class. So, these students were expecting this but yet they
still liked the recognition (even though it is only one among many). Hammad
describes this
attainment as a “Bliss
from heaven.”

These students
say that the number
one factor to their
achievements is self
effort. Contrary to
popular belief
intelligence ranks
second on the list.
Jane Gaoiran says that
it is not intelligence
that makes the
difference in the world
but how you put it to
use.

The motivation for being well educated is different for each student. Celeste
Morgan knows the hardships her grandmother faced in raising 10 children in
Alabama and her mother who single handedly had to provide for three children.
Morgan says that she doesn’t want that for herself or for her family. Thus she
studies hard that she may be able to provide abundantly by herself. For Kartika
Budiman, education and school was a way to escape the hardships from home.
Hammad says that her motivation is to one day, with the help of the education she
has gained, help the suffering Palestinians. But one thing that all these students
agree is that they study not just for self improvement but in the hope that their
education may one day help someone.

These students who are to many an intimidating sight are more similar to the
next person than popularly believed. They too have had their ups and downs but
the only difference is that they let the past take care of itself and keep their eyes firm
on their future goals. They too know the pleasures of the world but in the words of
Chanel Adikuono they realize that “there is a difference between having fun and
going over board.” Having been able to juggle A.P. classes, clubs and a social life,
certainly they must have words of wisdom to spare for the ones who want to follow
in their footsteps. Lorena Lara keeps her advice simple and says, “Just come to
school and use your time wisely.”

Whether it is Hammad who is deep rooted in her ideas or laid back Gilbert
Salazar who plans on going to Cal State and then letting the future decide itself,
one thing that is predictable, is that these top one percent of C.H.S will never be
tired of achieving and going farther.

Academics pay off for
college-bound students
by Divya Jospeh

             “Sometimes the impossible is the only thing
possible.” --Senior Jessica Hernandez.

               On February 1, 1988, Jessica Enedina Hernandez
was born to Veronica and Augie Beltran. She’s a 19 year-
old senior at Colton High, Captain of Colton’s swim team,
Photo Editor of the Crimson & Gold yearbook, a stat girl
for the wrestling team, and a member of the girl’s tennis
team: you name it, Jessica does it.
              She has two sisters, her twin, Jeanine, and Marissa
Hernandez, and two brothers, Anthony Hernandez and
Louis Beltran. This girl rocks the color purple and loves
a good comedy flick, like Austin Powers. (Who doesn’t
love the international man of mystery?) Hernandez may
seem like a “school girl” but don’t let the books fool you,

she’s a girl who drinks tea and eats toast in the morning;
she even gets down to country, alternative, pop, R&B,
Rap, Jazz, and even oldies. “ I would have to say I love
me some Garth Brooks, but my favorite song is ‘When
I’m gone,’ by the best band, Three
Doors Down,” says Hernandez.
Jessica enjoys playing guitar,
writing poetry and playing video
games in her spare time. Watch
out guys, she’s taken by senior
Ruben Rodriguez, going on two
months.
          After high school she plans
to attend R.C.C., and wants to be
a journalist, and hopes to some
day work for a well-known
magazine. But before all of that
Jessica wishes to visit Italy to take
photos of what she believes it has

to offer, for example the ancient city of Rome. “My
inspiration is my sister, she pushes me to keep going on,
when I get pressured to give up because things aren’t
going the way I want, she’s my best friend and my twin.

Duh, of course we’re close.”  Jessica is into
school all the way, she’s very active in
school activities, and has a good head on
her shoulders. Look out for this girl, she’s
going to be doing big things. “Colton High
is ghetto but good; I met my best friends
here:  Heather Relph, Evonne Limones, and
C.T.C. yo! When I leave I am going to miss
everything: clubs, teachers, and of course
LUNCHTIME.”

Jessica is very friendly and outgoing,
and always looking to make a new friend. If
you see her in the halls don’t be shocked if
she starts talking to you.

Rome first, RCC next for active senior Hernandez

by Jeanine Hernandez


