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Black History Month special
Talent show showcases
singers, actors, bands
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ShayneShayneShayneShayneShayne’ sssss

by Shayne Robinson

fffff uuuuu NNNNN ppppp aaaaa gggggeeeee

“where you at?”
Random shots of

Yellowjackets just chillin’

*compiled from “1,001 facts people get wrong.”

by Ilka Hernando

Propheseyed from the stars*
Robert Campos
Ilka Hernando

Valentine’s Word Search

ADMIRER
CANDY
CARDS
CHOCOLA TE
CRUSH
DATE
DINER
FLOWERS
GRAMS
HAPPY

HEART
LACE
LOVE
LOVER
PINK
RED
ROMANCE
SPECIAL
SURPRISE
VALENTINE

In honor of Valentine’s Day this month,
here’s a word search to celebrate the

holiday of love! Good luck!

Pisces: Feb. 19 – March 20
Be patient with others. It’ll help in what

you’re trying to accomplish.

Aries: March 21 – April 19
Don’t shut down the advice given to you;

listen to it.

Taurus: April 20 – May 20
Savor in the peace you have right now, it

won’t last long.

Gemini: May 21 – June 21
Business + pleasure = a good time.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22
Save up your money, an emergency is

going to come up.

Leo: July 23 – Aug. 22
Get what you need to do out of the way

so you can spend more time on fun.

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sep. 22
Something will go wrong today, quickly

find a second opinion before doing anything.

Libra : Sep. 23 – Oct. 22
Pick up that pen and start writing or that

pencil and draw; you might be surprised.

Scorpio: Oct. 23 – Nov. 21
Put some people time in and enjoy a

familiar haunt.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 – Dec. 21
Save what you can from the wrecks to

come.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan. 19
Spend the extra time with the people

you’ve forgotten.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18
Try some “special” entertainment to amuse

your cosmic state of mind.

*The writer is not responsible for actions taken by
readers and highly recommends they think for themselves
and laugh at the balderdash of horoscopes written by
completely inexperienced astrologists [rolls eyes]. Have
fun.

Ketchup is not an all-American condiment. It was originally a Chinese medicine.
Four-leaf clovers are no longer rare.
The famous picture of Marines raising the flag over Iwo Jima was staged to replicate the original

raising earlier.
Birds do not sing because they are happy. It is a territorial behavior.
The sun isn’t round. Flattened on top and bottom.

Shayne’s World, Shayne’s World, party time,
excellent.  Okay.  According to Mr. Rainey,  I now
have a  new title: THE MASTER OF ALL  TIME,
SPACE, AND DIMENSION.  I have not decided what
to do about that but I’ll be sure to keep you informed.

So if anyone had any doubts as to if dogs were
man’s best friend, I have something to tell you. I mean
cats are nice and all, and sure, birds are cool in that
you train them to talk because you have no friends,
but name another animal that would let you put three
kilograms of liquid heroin into their stomachs? I have
some friends but I think that if I asked them, less
then half would let me sew heroin into their stomachs.
It just goes to show that a good friend has four legs
not two. Think about it.

So, I like to think that I don’t follow the crowd,
that I make my own way in life. Well, I like to think
that anyway. As for how true it is, your guess is as
good as mine. The other day my friends were like,
“Hey you’re going to the movies.” They didn’t say,
“Hey you want to go to the movies with us?” Or “Hey,
we’re all going to the movies, you wanna come?”
Simply: you are going to the movies. And me, I’m
like, “Well, you know I’m broke,” but that did not
detour them. I mean, I know that going to the movies
is not really something that’s that bad, but it’s the
principle. If I fold this easy, what happens were my
friends are like, “Hey, were gonna go rob old ladies
and steal candy from five year olds?” I mean, will I
just jump on the bus and be like, “Sure why not?”

So I’m sure that all of you who  read this five
minute waste of time are aware of the construction. If
you’re not, stop reading, walk out side (remember,
you’re not in a prison, and that all these fences and
guys in orange don’t belong here.) Anyway, back to
the point: they pulled out all that asbestos from all of
those rooms. I was in one of those rooms for a year; I
mean I was breathing that stuff every day for a year. I
could die and why? Just because of some asbestos.
You know, now that I think of it, the word asbestos
kind of sounds like Mentos. I can see the commercial
now, doindodododowaaaaaaaa (cheesy Mentos song),
“asbestos, the death maker.”

I have this friend who had a cat that got hit by a
car. That’s not the point of this story.  The cat’s name
was Tabasco. And she loved that cat. Thinking about
that cat makes me hungry. I don’t know if it’s because
I love Tabasco or that I happen to like the taste of cat.

I have found a newfound love for Folk music; I
just can’t stop listening to it. I always thought that I
was listening to all kinds of music. But I was wrong,
I had forgotten one of the must original, and beautiful
sounding forms of music around. I highly recommend
that anyone with an open mind and wanting
something to listen to, check out asthmatickitty.com.
Two bands in particular Half-handed Cloud, and
Sufjan Stevens.

WorldWorldWorldWorldWorld
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We got DA Campus news
briefs

Adilene Tellez
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What’s up with the CAHSEE?
Can you still walk even if you
have yet to pass it?  Find out the
updates on the exam and other
information you need. -page 3

Is prom worth it?  Would you
be willing to spend a lot of
money on prom and find out it
wasn’t worth it?  Or would you
spend a lot on prom and find out
you had the time of your life? -
page 4

Extra...Extra...read all about it!  Ef-
fective January 1 of this year a new
driving law is in place.  Does it
affect you? -page 5

February is Black History
Month.  From Martin Luther King
Jr. to Jackie Robinson, these heroes
have fought for all people to be cre-
ated equal.  Also find out  how
B.S.U. celebrated  with an assem-
bly. -page 6/7

Allen Bradford and Shareece
Wright ar e on their way to USC.
What do they have in store for the
Trojans?  -page 8

Ms. Berch leaves an everlasting
impression on each of her stu-
dents.  Whether she’s in class or
you see her around campus, you
will be sure to recognize her ei-
ther with a smile on her face or a
frown to show she’s mad. -page
10

What do the stars have in store
for you this month?  Not sure
what to do?  Just look at your
horoscope. -page 12

Did you miss the talent show and
all of the outstanding perfor-
mances?  Not to worry.  Our in-
trepid entertainment  reporter, Rob-
ert Campos, gives you all of the
detals you missed.  -page 11

Half the school year has gone by since we came
back to our campus only to find construction going on
in the halls. In the majority of the first semester the
construction was taking place in the 350 and 400 wings,
The Hubbs and McIntosh gyms, and both boy’s and girl’s
locker rooms. When we came back from Christmas
break, they had finished the classroom renovations on
the 300 and 400 wings. This called for many classes to
be switched around causing some confusion among the
students.

The finished classrooms are now in use, but some
students seem to think that they’re not much different.
The thing is that most of the improvements that they

made had to do with the air conditioning and electrical
stuff. Some things that are noticeable are the brand new
wheelchair ramp leading up to the door of the Mc Intosh
gym, and the new paint jobs in the classrooms.

Construction is now taking place in classrooms 30-
33 and 200-217. The child center is being fixed up. The
Mc Intosh gym is close to being finished, but work is
still being done in the girl’s locker room and restrooms.
The basketball court in being totally replace in the Hubbs
Gym, besides that the boy’s locker room and the
restrooms are done. Some students are wondering what
will be next after theses classrooms are finished. Ac-
cording to vice principal Robert Verdi the next project
is going to be the offices, and the old science wing.

The construction may be a nuisance now, but it will
defiantly pay off when everything is finished.

Construction UpdateConstruction UpdateConstruction UpdateConstruction UpdateConstruction Update
by Janae Johnson

Renaissance is hosting their first annual 5K race to raise money for
local school libraries.

According to the state of California,  McKinley Elementary does not have enough
books in their library that meet the state standards.  As most of you know, Renaissance
is based upon academic excellence.  Their goal is to reach as many people in the
community as possible and hosting a book drive for them is one way they can benefit
others.
The race begins at 7:00 a.m. on March 18 in the Memorial Stadium.  Anyone who

registers will receive a shirt, a bib, and water.  The first 24 people to register will receive
a prize.  If you plan to register the day of the race, be sure to arrive at 6:00 a.m. to ensure
your place in the 5K.  Early registration has already ended.  The race will be $25.00 to
register.  The fee is non-refundable.

Coca-Cola, Big Bear Mountain and other local businesses/organizations will sponsor
the race. If  you are interested in running/walking or participation in the 5K race, please
pick up a packet in the ASB room or contact Activities Director Ellen Green at (909)-580-
5005, ext. 2416.

Renaissance RunRenaissance RunRenaissance RunRenaissance RunRenaissance Run
Proceeds benefit local elementaries

by Alyssa Isgett
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The big question that all seniors are being asked
seems to be “Have you passed the exit exam?”
Hopefully the
answer is yes,
because you are
running out of
chances. The
purpose of the
CAHSEE is to
make sure that
s t u d e n t s
g r a d u a t i n g
from public

high school can show that they have the ability
to read, write, and perform basic mathematics.
In addition to meeting all the district’s
requirements for graduation, the graduating
class of 2006 will not be allowed to receive a
diploma without passing the CAHSEE; but
never fear, if you are a senior and cannot pass
the exam you will still be able to walk in the
graduation ceremony; although you will not
receive a diploma.

Recently California passed a bill stating
that students with disabilities who could not
pass the exam would not need to meet the Exit
Exam requirement to graduate. The bill, SB
517, is in effect for one year only and applies
only to students who would without the exam,
meet all other district’s requirements to get a
diploma.

The CAHSEE has two parts, an English-
Language Arts (referred to as ELA) section,
and a section of mathematics. Scale scores
range from 275-450, and a passing score is
350. You must have approx. 55% correct on
the Mathematics portion, and on the ELA
portion approx. 60% correct to pass. The ELA
section of the test covers California’s grade
content standards through the 10th grade. This
means students should have learned all that
is on the test by the time it is first administered
to them during their tenth grade year. With
in the ELA section there is a reading portion;
this includes vocabulary, decoding,
comprehension, and analysis of information
and stories. In the writing portion writing
strategies, applications, and the conventions
of English (meaning grammar, spelling, and punctuation) are covered. The math
portion of the test addresses state standards from the six and seventh grade, as well
as some Algebra I. The exam includes statistics, data analysis and probability, number
sense, measurement and geometry, mathematical reasoning, and algebra. Students

by Vanessa Hill

The CAHSEE puts some extra stress on the class of 2006The CAHSEE puts some extra stress on the class of 2006The CAHSEE puts some extra stress on the class of 2006The CAHSEE puts some extra stress on the class of 2006The CAHSEE puts some extra stress on the class of 2006
are also asked to demonstrate a strong understanding of basic math skills (hence the
6th & 7th grade standard), including working with decimals, fractions, and percents.

The CAHSEE was designed to make sure that the graduates were able to step
out into the “real world” and meet the expectations of colleges and businesses. It was

determined that the local
proficiency standards were set below
high school level and were not
consistent with the state standards.
In proposing the CAHSEE, the
California Legislature’s main goal
was to “...significantly improve
pupil achievement in high school
and to ensure that pupils who
graduate from high school can
demonstrate grade level competency
in reading, writing, and
mathematics.” There is a High
School Exit Exam Standard Panel,
whose members were appointed by
the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, which helped to develop
the content on the test.
In 2004, there were 20 states that
had a mandatory exit exam policy
for their high schools. There are 5
states (including California) that are
starting put the exit exam policy into
action, and are due to make it a re-
quirement by 2009.

Students are first tested in the
second half of their tenth grade year,
and if they don’t pass the exam, they
will have up to five more chances
to take it. If you do not pass the exam
by the time you graduate, the test
will be administered to you one
more time after graduation. That is
officially your final chance to pass.
If a student passes one portion of
the test, they do not need to retake
that portion; just the portion they
have not passed.

Colton High has classes
available to students who have
difficulty passing either section of
the exam. The classes are designed
to sharpen the student’s skills in the
areas needed to pass the test.
Currently, CHS has both Math and
English support classes for anyone

who had difficulty passing the test. You can ask for the CAHSEE support classes to
be a regular part of your schedule or there are CAHSEE Academy classes on Saturday
mornings that you can attend. You can talk to your counselor about which one is best
for you.

*Sample Questions:  On the CA department of Education’s website, there
are study guides to help you prepare for what is on the test. Here are a
couple of samples. See how well you can do:

Released CAHSEE Question: (Algebra 1)
Which of the following points lies on the line 4x +5y = 20?
A (0, 4)
B (0, 5)
C (4, 5)
D (5, 4)

Would you be able to answer this question? The correct answer is (A),
because 4(0)+5(4)= 20.

Released CAHSEE question: (Word Analysis)
What does the phrase disappear over the horizon mean in the following
sentence?
“The reward in working with a trained falcon is the companionship of
creatures that can choose at any time to disappear over the horizon for-
ever.”

A. Return to the falconer
B. Abandon the falconer
C. Go behind some trees
D. Fly very high

The correct answer to this question is (B), imagining how a falcon would
seem to disappear when it flew out of the trainer’s sight will help you
choose the correct answer.

Sample
questions:
Can YOU
pass the

test?

by Arline Cruz

Dangers of asbestos linger on campusDangers of asbestos linger on campusDangers of asbestos linger on campusDangers of asbestos linger on campusDangers of asbestos linger on campus

“
”

Asbestos is known to kill
thousands more people

than skin cancer each year
and nearly the number that

are killed in firearm
assaults

Asbestos is bad, breathe it and die. So what is asbestos?
             I’m sure you have seen some of the warning signs
for asbestos around the “under construction” sites on our
campus. You should take note of these signs. Breathing in
the element can cause lung restrictive illnesses and death.
It is a health threat to all human beings.
            Asbestos is used commonly for insulation in
buildings, which means it can be found in ceilings, flooring,
and pipes. With all this construction it is important to take
caution of the signs around the construction sites on our
campus.

Asbestos can only become a danger to humans when it is disturbed
and becomes airborne. The more one is exposed to asbestos the greater the
risk of developing an asbestos related disease such as asbestosis, mesothelioma,

and lung cancer. You have more of a risk of getting asbestos related diseases is
increased when construction is going on, like at our school. Don’t get me wrong, you
are pretty much considered safe on this campus even with this entire construction

happening. The construction guys are doing everything they can
to make it safe for you to be on this campus. When you see the
buildings under a plastic tent, it means that it is contained with
asbestos fibers.  It’s just a warning to take note of the things
going on around you.
Asbestos facts from www.EWG.org -
· Asbestos is known to kill thousands more people than
skin cancer each year and nearly the number that are killed in
firearm assaults.
· Asbestos diseases have a 20 to 50 year latency period, so
now a portion of individuals exposed in the1960’s and 1970’s
are just now showing up as disease statistics.
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Most definitely!
Junior Samantha Carbajal

     Ar e you kidding me?!!
Senior Jonathan Carrasco

Should students who havShould students who havShould students who havShould students who havShould students who haven’en’en’en’en’ttttt

by Ilka Hernando

A recurring column by
various staff members

opinions
My

Turn
What IS the meanging of life? IS there really

a purpose to being born or to dying? What do we
accomplish for ourselves, for others, when our
inevitable course steers us to certain death? Why do we worry so much about
who we are when we will all just become a compile of dust? What do we mean
by gaining power or keeing pride? Do we really accomplish anything by the
wars we cause, the people we lose, the conflicts we create? What do we MEAN
by these? What do any of these things MEAN?

IS there even a meaning to life? Scholars have tried to understand the
meaning behind a life, and still aren’t certain whether there is a right or wrong
answer. If you think about it yourself, and wonder what YOU’ve done that placed
ANY meaning, then you’d know what the answer is. There ISN’T one. There is
NO meaning to life. What IS life? A daily reminder of obligation and
responsibilities. That doesn’t mean anything. It isn’t something that in the end
will become something worth its frustration. You are born, you grow up, you
work, you die, the end. What else is there to it? If there was any meaning to any
of that, it would be the guiding of another person down the same road which
still leads to death. We all… die. How does anything you accomplish before you
die mean anything when the people that know about it will also die. Did that
mean anything? You may help someone throughout your life, but that someone
will die, and it is lost forever. Why are we intent on finding a meaning in life
when it all comes to an end that doesn’t mean anything at all?

Enter religion. That’s why we lean so much on it. It gives you purpose to
live a better life, because only good people go to heaven. Religion is where we
go to understand that the amount of time spent alive here on Earth isn’t for
nothing, and that there is a reason we all live. You live to spread what gives you
peace of mind that your death doesn’t end there, that there is hope beyond death,
that there IS hope. But that is my hope, and all I can do is share it.

Prom? Big deal!Prom? Big deal!Prom? Big deal!Prom? Big deal!Prom? Big deal!
by Vanessa Hill

For most senior Yellowjackets, we are in the home stretch with graduation around
the next turn, but there is one thing standing in the way of our senior agenda, it’s
none other than the exit exam. Or is it? For years now the state has been trying to
have the exam mean more than what it does now, nothing. And why does it mean

nothing after being around for almost a decade? Because majority of high school
seniors are failing to pass and are still making their way down the aisle on

graduation day. So the question that I bring to you is should those who do
not pass the exit exam be allowed to walk at graduation? If you have a

student that can’t comprehend 6th grade math, then obviously they
aren’t ready to take on the work force, because lets face it, even

McDonald’s employees know how to count change and have
obtained simple math at one point or another in their lives. Still
not convinced? In addition to that, how would you feel knowing

that you were the advanced student who always went the extra mile
to achieve the higher grade, and were categorized with a  fellow alumni

that failed English four times? It would devalue your idea of why you
studied hard all four years if the person beside you got right to where you

are just by doing the bare minimum. This is not a test of intelligence; it is
to check for understanding. So should it be passed, yes, it shouldn’t matter if you’re
the AP student, or the Yellowjacket that has nine classes, if you’re the football star
going to a mojor college or just the average Joe going to Valley or RCC. We’re all
brought here to do one thing. Achieve the best, and Step One is passing the exit
exam.

Should a student get to walk with their class at their graduation if they do
not pass the CAHSEE? Definitely! At the beginning of high school we are given a
list of required classes we must take to graduate, the same classes you work your
butt off throughout your four years to get satisfying grades for. Well apparently it’s
not good enough anymore to pass your classes, now the state law says you must
take an “exit exam,” and whether you pass it says whether you will graduate
and receive your diploma. Seem fair? Should one test be the one reason
a student is not allowed to graduate? If a person has earned good
grades but messed up on this one test, the state is saying they are
not ready for the world ahead of them. Does that sound logical; a
test should jeopardize your four years of hard work throughout high
schoool?  Passing the required courses isn’t proof enough we are
ready for the real world? Unfortunately, the state says no, and
according to the law a school cannot award diplomas to the students
who do not pass the CAHSEE. However each district is given the
decision to allow their schools to walk at their graduation and fortu-
nately for students here who have not passed, our school district has made
the decision to allow them to walk. The students will not receive their
diploma, but will receive a certificate; and I know that doesn’t sound good enough,
but that’s the way it is. To tie this up, the thought of a test being the final say in
who graduates is really stupid, but since that’s what it has come to, I’m glad the
district has supported the students to be allowed to participate at their graduation
ceremony.

ROM:  the most magical night of your high school career, right? It could

passed the Exit Exam bepassed the Exit Exam bepassed the Exit Exam bepassed the Exit Exam bepassed the Exit Exam be
able to able to able to able to able to “w“w“w“w“walk”alk”alk”alk”alk”  with with with with with
their graduatingtheir graduatingtheir graduatingtheir graduatingtheir graduating

class?class?class?class?class?

P be, I guess. I mean if you don’t mind spending all the time, effort, not to
mention money on something that’s only going to last about four or five

hours. What’s the real point behind prom? Is it just spending time with your
friends, getting all dolled up to make a scene, or is it just a competition as to who can
spend the most money on something so stupid?

I realize prom is special, I just don’t understand why people get so worked up
about it. For girls, you have to purchase about 20 different things just to go to a
dance. You’ve got the dress (that has to be perfect), then the shoes and purse that
must match the dress (and be perfect), and most girls go out to get their nails, hair,
and makeup done professionally (so they too can look perfect), then you must buy the
ticket, then you get there and have pictures taken (because you think you look perfect).
After all that, you’ve blown quite a bit of money. For guys it’s no cheaper, but probably
a lot less complicated. You can buy (or just rent) a tuxedo, buy your (and probably
your girlfriend’s) ticket, and do the whole limo thing, and pictures too. To me, prom
just sounds like too much of a hassle.

And money is not the only issue. Last year I saw my senior friends stress over
prom so much, they got physically sick. (Dummies.) Why? One girl spent the entire
six months before prom finding the perfect dress. She ended up ordering it online,
and it got lost in the mail. She cried (haha). Why, I’m not too sure.

And another thing: who are you going with? A group of kids in my English class
brought this to my attention the other day: what if you can’t find a date? Now there’s
nothing wrong with going with your friends to hang out, but what if your friends all
have dates and you don’t? You’ll feel like the odd man (or woman) out. And I admit
that would suck. But I don’t see the need to have a member of the opposite sex
accompany you. Why not just go alone? (Just kidding, that would be lame.)

I know that prom is special to some people; I just can’t seem to understand why.
To me, prom is not worth the money or the hassle, but that’s only because I have
thought of other events to be the highlight of my senior year. So if you’ll be attending
prom, I do hope you have fun and that it meets all your expectations. But if you’re
lame (like me) and probably not going, I hope you have a good time doing whatever
it is you’ll be doing instead.

Faces in the
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What’s on yourWhat’s on yourWhat’s on yourWhat’s on yourWhat’s on your
IPOD?IPOD?IPOD?IPOD?IPOD?

G o r i l l a z ,
“November Has
Come”.
- S o p h o m o r e
Mark Donahue

 Dem Franchize Boys,
“Lean Wit It, Rock
Wit It”.
-Freshman Brojnquie
Washington

Fallout Boy, “Dance,
Dance”.
-Junior Carlos
Rodriguez

 Armor For Sleep,
“T ruth About
Heaven”.
-Senior Robert
Nhep

Once again, the driving laws have changed, only to confuse everyone.  Allow me to clear it
up for you.

The provisional driver license restriction changes started January 1 of this year, (big surprise
there.)  The new law increased driving restrictions for those under the age of 18 (because teens
just don’t know how to drive, right…). The first change as of Jan. 1, is that the driver, under 18,
must be supervised by a licensed driver 25 years of age or older when transporting passengers
20 years of age or younger, at any time.  It used to be for the first six months, but because teens
love to mess around when driving, it ruins it for everyone.  With a provisional license you
cannot drive between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. for the first year.  Big deal, it’s just an
hour less than it was last year.  The restrictions last a total of 12 months from the date of
issuance displayed on the provisional license.

There are exceptions to this law.  Teens may drive passengers or during the restricted hours
if there is a medical emergency, school/school authorized functions, work necessity, immediate
need of a family member, or if the minor is emancipated.  The law
requires the driver must carry a
note that explains why they
must drive and when the
necessity will end.

Personally, I like the idea
of new restrictions.  It might
reduce the stupidity we see on
the road every day.  But what’s
the point of changing it again?
It’ s not like officers stop each
driver to make sure they didn’t
drive after midnight, or with
people in the car the first six
months.  They don’t just pull
someone over for looking
suspicious.  Besides, the
restrictions were made because people tend to act stupid when they have people in the car.  It’s
called showing off to be “cool.”

I don’t think teenagers realize that having a driver’s license is a privilege that should not
be misused.  You don’t have the right to get a license.  It’s something that is available because
they think that 16 is a good age to start driving.  It actually helps most parents out.  The
restrictions should be for a year at least.  Teens should have to practice good driving.  I’m not
saying all teens are bad drivers.  But statistics do show that teenage drivers cause most accidents
so naturally that is where restrictions will be made.  My advice to you is take the first year while
having your license and follow all the rules.  If you don’t, it’s still breaking the law.  So unless
you want more restrictions on yourself or more new laws, follow the rules.

NNNNNeeeeew drw drw drw drw driving laiving laiving laiving laiving law rw rw rw rw raises an eaises an eaises an eaises an eaises an eyyyyyebrebrebrebrebrooooow or tww or tww or tww or tww or twooooo
by Alyssa Isgett

When you think of relationships, what’s the first thing that
comes to mind? Hmmmm, let’s think: hello, DRAMA.

Love is always drama, and in the famous words of Tina Turner:
“What’s love got to do with it?” High school is drama already, but
a high school relationship? Come on, how many people had one
and thought love= evol. Come on, let’s not be shy, I know there’s
been a couple.

Everyone says that high school is supposed to be the best four
years of your life, it’s your time to spend and after is gone it’s
gone, it’s never to come back again. This is why I ask, are high
school relationships really worth it?

Some say yes some say no, but based on my past experiences
with high school relationships I say hey, why not? Now I really
haven’t had a lot of boyfriends in my time but four, four really
different relationships. Four guys that turned my life upside down.
I say I have been through it all: the sensitive type that wants to get
married right away, the heartbreaker that kept on hurting, the one
special love you lose after the most unforgettable time of your life,
and the worst type ever—the drama king controlling freak.

I say high school relationships are drama, but then again
what’s life without drama? I have been through heartbreaks and
crazy times, and pain, but I’m still going strong.

A high school relationship isn’t a waste of time. (Well for
me, it wasn’t.) I got to figure out what I wanted, and as corny as it
sounds, my relationships helped me find myself. I think
relationships are good experiences, even if they are bad, you get
to learn something out of it. Not all relationships are good, everyone
gets to have one bad relationship in high school, it may hurt you,
or you may hurt them, but you just have to be strong.

I think relationships in high school are supposed to be taken
not too seriously, because with a guy always comes drama. It should
just be fun, in getting to know someone different. A bit of advice:
dating someone just like you is a bit boring, don’t do it. Date
someone you can have fun with, and don’t care what other people
think, someone you can talk to, joke around with, but what ever
you do, don’t date someone that takes everything to the heart,
trust me, it’s no fun. Relationships in high school are worth it, it’s
what helps make your high school years memorable. If you haven’t
had one yet, don’t worry it will come, it just might take longer.
Remember this is high school have fun.

Can high school relationships last?
by Jeanine Hernandez



A Celebration of Cultural Excellence

B.B. King is one of the best blues musicians around. He has had over 50 albums
and has been inducted in the Blues Foundation Hall of Fame in 1984 and into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1987. He also received a lifetime achievement Grammy
in 1987.For over 50 years he has  rightly earned the title “The King of the Blues.”

He was born Riley King in 1925 on a plantation in Itta Bena, Mississippi. He
picked up the nickname “B.B” as a young Memphis guitarist, which stood for “Beale

Street Bluesboy”.
As  a  kid  he would
play on street cor-
ners for dimes, and
sometimes would
play in as many as
four towns a night.
His first break was
in 1948 when he
performed for
Sonny Boy
Williamson’s radio
program on KWEM
out of West Mem-
phis. After his
Number One hit

“Three O’clock Blues” in 1951, King began touring nationally. In 1956 he and his
band played an amazing 342 one- night stands.

B.B. once said, “When I sing, I play in my mind; the minute I stop singing
orally, I start to sing by playing Lucille.” (Lucille is his famous Gibson guitar).

In 1991, his first Blues club opened on Beale Street in Memphis, in 1994 a
second club was opened at Universal City Walk in Los Angelas, a third club was
opened in June 2000, and two more clubs opened at Foxwoods casino in Connecticut
in January 2002. At age 80, he still maintains a constant touring schedule. He played
locally at San Manuel Indian Casino in Highland  just a few months ago.

B.B. King has had many accomplishments and has made and sold many records,
and that is why he will be remembered as one of the great blues singers.

Visualize a scene in which two little boys are playing, and the weather
is probably just right. They are having a lot of fun and their laughter can
probably be heard from miles away. But suddenly, a tall lady comes stomp-
ing over and grabs one of the boys and drags
him inside a house and slams the door shut.

She was the boy’s mother. The other little
boy who was left behind ran next to the house,
he could hear his friend’s mother yelling at
him. She was strictly instructing her son never
to play or lower himself by talking to the other
boy because he was “colored and that makes
him second-rate.”

The boy who was standing outside
couldn’t understand why he was considered
lesser than his friend because he had two eyes
like his friend, he had two hands and legs
like his friend and every other part like nor-
mal humans. Why was he treated so harshly
for being a different color? That’s when he
remembered that he was forced to use sepa-
rate drinking fountains, go to a separate
school, separate bathrooms and also face vari-
ous other segregations.

He didn’t understand these odd laws and these peculiar behav-
iors because his parents, from the teachings of the Bible, had taught
him that all people of all race, color and gender are equal. That little
boy, who was at that point baffled by the cruel laws of segregation,
later took a vow to abolish those laws, and that little boy is known
today as Martin Luther King Jr.
  Dr. King, a local minister, got involved in the civil rights movement
with the arrest of Mrs. Rosa Parks. He took active part in the bus boycott
to get rid of the segregation on buses. The boycott lasted for 382 days.

During these days of boycott, King was arrested, his home was
bombed, he faced personal abuse, but the boycott was successful
and blacks and whites rode the buses as equals
  King was elected president of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, an organization formed to provide new leader-

ship for the now growing civil rights move-
ment. King was greatly influenced by the
teachings of Gandhi and also the work of
Henry David Thoreau, particularly the es-
say “civil disobedience.” He led a massive
non-violent protest in Alabama that caught
the attention of the whole world.  In the
eleven-year period between 1957 and 1968,
King traveled over six million miles and
spoke over 2500 times, appearing wherever
there was injustice, protest, and action; and
meanwhile he wrote five books as well as
numerous articles. But everybody was in
awe when Dr. King became in 1964 the
youngest person to receive a Nobel Peace
Prize. The present age recognizes him for
his famous “I have a Dream” speech.
  On the evening of April 4, 1968, while
standing on the balcony of his motel room
in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was to

lead a protest march in sympathy with striking garbage workers of
that city, he was assassinated. King. protested without ever using
violence, and look at the difference and the lasting impression he
made. It is clear that Martin Luther King Jr. lived as a role model
for all generations; he proved to us that all you need is a dream
and to fight for it without using violence as a means and almost
anything can be accomplished. If Martin Luther King Jr. were to
ask our generation a Question it would probably be, “Do YOU
have a dream?” Would you be able to answer him?

Rosa Parks is famous for her refusal on December 1, 1955 to obey a bus driver’s
demand that she give up her seat to a white passenger. Her subsequent arrest and trial

for this act of civil disobedience ignited the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, one of the largest and
most successful mass movements against racial
segregation in history and launched Martin
Luther King, Jr., one of the organizers of the
boycott, to the forefront of the civil rights move-
ment.

February, with its Black History month,
seems a relevant time to evaluate heroes and
their sense of history. But Parks thought bigger
and broader. Parks was a quiet, soft-spoken, and
diplomatic person, but she was adamant in her
belief that enough people will  have the cour-
age and dedication to make this country better
than it is. Parks’ belief in God and her religious
conviction were at the core of everything she
did.
Her role in American history earned her an
iconic status in American culture, and her ac-
tions have left an enduring legacy for civil rights
movements worldwide.

On October 24, 2005 Rosa Parks died at age of 92. She may be gone but she will
always be with us and we should never forget her.

Malcolm X was born  Malcolm Little on May 19,
1925. Growing up, Malcolm was a smart, focused stu-
dent. He graduated junior high at the
top of his class. However, when a
teacher told him that his dream of
becoming a lawyer wasn’t a realistic
goal, Malcolm lost interest in school
and dropped out. He then traveled to
New York where he committed petty
crimes and turned to narcotics, pros-
titution and gambling. When he trav-
eled back to Boston, he was arrested
and sentenced to ten years in prison
for burglary, along with his buddy
Malcolm “Shorty” Jarvis. Malcolm
was paroled after serving seven
years.

Malcolm  furthered his educa-
tion and learned of the Nation of Is-
lam (NOI) from his brother Reginald.
Malcolm began to study the teach-
ings of NOI leader Elijah
Muhammad. Among other goals, the NOI fought for a
state of their own, separate from white people. Malcolm
became a devoted follower and came up with the new
surname “X.” He considered “Little” a slave name and

chose the “X” to signify his lost tribal name.
Malcolm X was appointed as a minister and

national spokesman for the NOI.
Membership in the NOI increased from 500 in

1952 to 30,000 in 1963. In 1964 Malcolm termi-
nated his relationship with NOI
when he found out that Elijah
Muhammad was having secret
relationships with as many as
six women within the NOI.
Malcolm then decided to found
his own religious organization,
The Muslim Mosque, Inc.

In  the same year,
Malcolm traveled to Saudi
Arabia, and for the first time, he
shared his thoughts and beliefs
with different cultures and found
the responses positive. This time
when Malcolm spoke, he had a
message for all races, and not
just African Americans.

On February 21, 1965,
Malcolm was speaking in the
Manhattan Audubon Ballroom

when three gunmen rushed him onstage and shot
him fifteen times at close range. The 39 year old
was pronounced dead on arrival at New York’s Co-
lumbia Presbyterian Hospital. Malcolm X is buried
at the Ferncliff Cemetery in Hartsdale, New York.

Martin Luther King Jr.Rosa Parks MALCOM  XMALCOM  XMALCOM  XMALCOM  XMALCOM  X

Cassius Marcellus Clay, who is nicknamed “The Greatest,” is a heavyweight-
boxing champion who we all know as
Muhammad Ali. Most already know that Ali
was one of the greatest boxers in this country
in the 1960’s and 1970’s, hence the nickname
“The Greatest.” Despite knowing his “stats,”
most don’t know too much about him, so sit
down and find out some facts about
Muhammad Ali.

      Ali was born in Louisville, Kentucky
to Odessa and Cassius, Sr. on January 17th,
1942. At 12 years old, his bike was stolen and
he vowed to would fight the theif when he
found out who it was. At that point Ali spent
the next six  years winning boxing matches
and training for an Olympic win.

      Ali won the light-heavyweight gold
medal at the summer Olympics in Rome with a 5–0 decision over Poland’s Zbigniew

Pietrzykowski. He also became the world heavyweight champion in 1964 by
defeating the feared slugger Sonny Liston in a
tremendous upset. After a series of wins, he de-
cided to become a Black Muslim and changed
his name from Cassius Clay to Muhammad Ali.

      Aside from his career facts, Ali has been
married four times and has nine children:
Rasheedah, Jamilla, Maryum, Miya, Khalilah,
Hana, Laila, Muhammad Jr. and Asaad.

      One over-powering fact about “The
Greatest,” is his Parkinson’s disease. Ali was di-
agnosed in the early 1980’s with Pugilistic
Parkinson’s Syndrome. This disease has no cure
but Ali is not dealing with it alone.

      With all the ups and downs of life,
Muhammad Ali remains one of the greatest in
history and will remain a hero to many. He is defi-

nitely a world renowned great.

Muhammad AliMuhammad AliMuhammad AliMuhammad AliMuhammad Ali

B.B. KingB.B. KingB.B. KingB.B. KingB.B. King

The Pepper Bough celebrates Black History Month with a section dedicated to
men and women who were pioneers in their fields.

“I am the Gr eatest!”

King of the Blues

No  longer on the back of the bus

“By any means
necessary!”

“I have a dream today.”
by Ericka Gonzalez

by Divya Joseph
by Sarah Kozeak

by Amanda Miller

by Samantha Hollwedel
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USC has been at the top of the college football rankings in America for the past
three years. They have some of the best players around and continue to do great
every year. Now that Allen Bradford and Shareece Wright  are going there this
summer to play for them, you can bet that USC will continue to be a top ranked
school for the next four years.

Bradford had 29 rushing touchdowns and 6 receiving touchdowns with a total
of 2,298 rushing and receiving yards, and Wright  followed with 12 rushing
touchdowns and 4 receiving touchdowns of a total of 1,430 rushing and receiving
yards. There is no wonder why these boys got  “full ride” scholarships.

Allen explained why he chose USC over other schools that were interested in
him:
“I felt most comfortable there,” and it was close to home so his family and friends
can come watch.  They will be leaving a week after graduation, so they can practice
all summer and get ready for the big season. They both are sad to leave but mostly
excited. This has been a dream of theirs to play football for a Division I school, and
go on to play for the NFL.

Unlike many freshman football players, Wright and Bradford will be playing
their first year as freshmen. They are looking forward to bringing back the National
Championship to USC and getting their championship rings.

They have been  friends for many years. How must it feel playing next to
someone so close? Wright said, “It feels good knowing you have someone there.”

Get your autographs now, and remember the names Allen Bradford and Shareece
Wright because they will be famous soon. You can find out more about them if you
just go to google.com and type in their names and many sites will come up to
research them.

With a 3-17 record, the season
for Colton High school’s boy’s varsity
basketball team has come to an end.
They played with drive and unity
according to coach Peter Goldkorn.

Their last game was against A.B
Miller.  They played their best as a
team in this game, which resulted in
a very close match. All of the seniors
on the team gave outstanding
performances throughout the season..
Golkorn is particularly proud of the
team for showing such sportsmanship
as to work together and play the best
team basketball they ever have, in
doing so, they gave the league’s
biggest challenges a run for their
money.

by Samantha Hollwedel

Bradford and Wright set their sights on USC

by Jackie Alcantar

Boy’s basketball
looks for positives

TROJAN BOUND-Allen Bradford (left) and Shareece Wright will be taking their gridiron
talents to the University of Southern California soon after graduatin.  Both athletes received
“full ride” scholarships.

Girls Basketball ends
struggling season

by Elysa Arroyo

Boys Soccer reflects on season after second round playoff loss
by Divya Joseph

Girl’ s Soccer closes out year
by Elysa Arroyo

Girl’ s Varsity soccer ended a so-so season on February 10, 2006 with a match
against Redlands East Valley. “It was a very good game,” says senior Brianna Mo-
rales, “We played very aggressively and were very determined. We were ties until
the last few minutes. [Unfortunately]  the score was 0-1.”

The morale of the team through out the season was apparently very good. Many
of the players
had been play-
ing together for
a while, and the
new additions
“brought a lot of
energy and
laughs to the
field,” says Mo-
rales.

“We were a
good team,”
Morales contin-
ues, “but we
didn’t take ad-
vantage of the
opportuni t ies
we had to
score.” And as

for the team next year, Morales decides that she thinks it “will be a good one as long
as all the girls are aggressive and determined.

Captains and seniors Amy Hayden, Korrina and Breanna Fite-Zamudio, along
with coach Rosa Quiroz, led the team to a respectable season record of 5 wins, 2 ties
and 7 losses, according to senior Johnna Juarez.

 A game against A.B Miller
High School on February 9 marked
the end of a season of struggles for
the Girl’s Varsity basketball team.
“A.B. Miller is the best in our league,”
remarks sophomore Shayleena
Botello, “so they were a tough team
and it was a tough game. We could
have made it a good game, but I think
that when we get down [in points],
our team gets down, too.”

The team, coached by Scott
Sunderland, generally gets along
rather well, according to Botello, but
on the court moral could use a bit of a
boost. “We’re all pretty much
friends,” says Botello, “and we have
fun together. Sometimes we do get
mad at each other, you know, like
when someone passes the ball, and the
other person doesn’t catch it?”

Captains and seniors
Monica Kyle, Charlene Macias, and
Mayra Hernandez held their strug-
gling team together through and 0-

14 season. “Hopefully we’re better next
season,” ends Botello. “We need to work
on team work, and not making as many
mental errors, even if we’re down by ten.
If we can work as a team, we can make
it.”

The varsity boys soccer team lost in the second
round of CIF playoffs Tuesday afternoon by a score of
5-0 to an unbeaten  Palmdale squad. Despite this loss,
the team looks back on a hugely successful season, one
in which they advanced into the playoffs and won in the
first round.

“Hot blooded” is how junior striker Brian Morgan
describes this season’s games. And with a record of 11
wins, 5 losses and 2 ties, one wouldn’t doubt that the
games would be thrilling and it would keep the fans at
the edge of their seats.  Drama reared its ugly head
during the Feb 3 game against Rialto as Colton’s coach
and two players were red carded (ejected).  The coach

was red carded because the referee disapproved his
conduct. The  team ended up losing that game, but
pulled themselves back into place with some wins and
made their way into the playoffs.

The first game in the playoffs against Diamond
Bar was nail biting. “It started out with the ball being
nowhere,” says senior goalie Philip Martin . Just when
the team thought that the game had become stagnant,
junior Justin Young scored a goal. And then Diamond
Bar scored a goal. Since the score was a tie they had to
play 20 minutes overtime and suddenly but firmly
Young scored his second goal, thus bringing Colton a
2-1 victory. Now that all their hopes were raised up
high and they had begun dreaming big dreams, their
dreams were shattered by a crushing defeat in the

second  round at the hands of Palmdale. “It was
devastating,” says senior Mark Martinez . “Our team
didn’t function as well as we thought we would, there
were communication gaps plus we played a tough
team. Palmdale High is unbeaten.”

Does  the team have any regrets? They chorused
that  there were a few but the thing that most
concerned and saddened them was the lack of support
they got from their fellow students. “People don’t care
about any other game than basketball and football,”
laments junior forward Joshua Pope. Pope notes that
football attendance is always overflowing  but you
can count the number of people at a soccer game with
your fingers. The players say that it is too bad that all
the action, the drama and the fun was shared by so
few.
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por Adeline Tellez

En Espanol!

Robert Montano maestro de
matemáticas, en toda su carrera que
tiene trabajando como maestro no
a tenido ningún problema. Le
hicimos unas preguntas y esto fue
lo que contesto.

Se graduó en Colton high
school. A trabajado en Colton high
por mas de 10 años.  Solo a
trabajado en Colton high. Le
preguntamos que si disfrutaba su
profesión y él dijo que la amaba.
Él nos contó que lo más difícil de
su profesión asido y es corregir el
trabajo de los estudiantes. Dice que
eso toma mucho tiempo. Montano
es un gran maestro de geometría y
álgebra.

Le preguntamos que si le
gustase hacer un comentario y esto
fue lo que nos contesto,” Todo lo
que ago es para los estudiantes. Y
me agrada  saber que mis primos
trabajan en la misma escuela que
yo”. Montano es un maestro que
se entrega por completo a su
trabajo. Es un gran maestro y los
estudiantes lo aprecian mucho.

Robert Montano teaches
geometry. All the years that he has
been working teaching he never has
had a problem. I asked him some
questions and this is what he said.

He graduated from Colton
High School and he has worked
here more than 10 years. He only
works in Colton High. I asked him
if he enjoys working in Colton high
and he said that he loves it.

He also tells me that the most
difficult thing is correcting the
students work and it takes too much
time.

Montano is a great algebra/
geometry teacher. I asked him if he
wants to make a comment for the
students and this is what he told
me: “Everything I do is for the
students. And I enjoy knowing that
my cousins work in the same
campus as me.”

Montano is a great teacher that
gives complete work and the
students love it.

Kevin Coyne. When you hear this name what do you
think of? An  AP whiz? A dedicated band man? A laid back
kind of guy? Well actually, you’d be right.  Senior Kevin
Coyne is one of Colton High’s brightest
students, destined for a great future.

What classes are you taking and are
you in clubs or sports?

I’m in band, and I’m performing in the
spring musical Mikado.

Which one of your classes is the
toughest for you and which is your favorite?

AP Calculus. It’s college level math; it’s
serious stuff. My favorite would be AP English.

What kind of student would you say you
are?

A laid back but serious student. I stay calm
even when I’m taking very hard classes. And
I’m always looking towards my future.

What is your biggest fear?
Rabbits. They eat up your lawn and leave

you nothing but dirt.
What is your goal for this semester?
To figure out where I’m going to college. Either New

Mexico Tech in Albuquerque or UCLA, my sister goes there.

A Student Profile
Kevin puts his two Coyne’s in
by Richard Bowie

What do you do in your spare time?
(Laughs) What spare time?
Well if you had some spare time, how would you pass it?
Go online I guess.

What do you want to be?
I want to do everything. But

engineering looks promising. Or maybe
a musician, throw away all my education.

Where is your favorite place to be?
Anywhere my friends are.
Is there anything you’d like to say

to CHS?
Stay in school and drink your milk.

Kevin Ranson Coyne is a Colton
native who was born on March 14, 1988.
His favorite color is blue and his favorite
food is lasagna. He likes listening to J-
Pop and his favorite group is Dream. He
likes to watch Futurama and
Revolutionary Girl Utena and frequents
www.gaiaonline.com. He has been

selected to play in the San Bernardino County All Honor Band
and will be performing later this month. Be sure to keep your eye
on him, he’s bound to be a great success.

Meet Roxanne Berch, a disciplined Algebra II/Pre-Calculus teacher. She
actually graduated from CHS and has taught here for sixteen years. Born  in Fontana,
she likes to play softball and volleyball and used to be a softball coach for Cal State
San Bernardino. Also she used to be a sub-contractor for the federal government.
Whenever Berch isn’t playing sports, she likes to watch movies in movie theatres.

Berch got her education at UC Riverside with a B.S., then  received her
credential in math at Cal State San Bernardino, and  her M.A. in education at
Pacific University.

“I really like the students.  They’re so great,” she says. When asked the question,
“How do your students describe you?” She asked her  whole class about this question!
“She’s strict but fair…but we get used to it,” shouted one student from her 1st

period class.
 “She’s a great teacher. Whenever she’s not teaching, she’s super nice,” says

Sophomore Sydni Higbee. “Whenever she’s teaching, she’s super serious.”

A Teacher Profile
by Ana Gonzalez

Barking up the right Berch

What is AVID? What does the acronym  AVID  stand
for? Many know it’s an elective class here on campus,
but what do students in AVID do? A stereotype frequently
heard from non-AVID students is “It’s for the smart
students who want to go to college.” When in fact, AVID
is not just an elective class, it’s also a club too and it’s
not just for the “smart students.” AVID prepares students
for “college eligibility and success.” The acronym, AVID
stands for Advanced Via Individual Determination.

There are three AVID teachers here at our school:
John Kitchen, the AVID advisor, teaches sophomores
as well as seniors; Corina Paramo teaches freshman and
juniors; and Lisa Rungo teaches sophomores.

AVID is not a smart students class, nor a remedial
class, the average number of students in AVID are at
the academic middle. During the AVID class students
are taught how to be prepared for four-year colleges

by Samantha Carbajal

Become Avid in your academics
and the courses ahead of them. Students in AVID are motivated
to take advanced placement classes and do their best in all
courses. During an ordinary day in AVID students will learn
about what tests, and classes you should take, and how to
keep yourself organized. Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
students have tutors come in from the local colleges to tutor
them in courses they may have trouble in.

Each year AVID takes its freshman and sophomores on
at least one trip to colleges, and also invites its juniors to go
on a four-day road trip to colleges across the state. This year
the juniors will be traveling to Azusa Pacific University, UC
Santa Barbara, UC Santa Cruz, San Jose State, Santa Clara
University, UC Berkeley, St. Mary’s of Moraga, CSU
Stanislaus, and Fresno State.

Many students in AVID have been enrolled since their
freshman year and by their senior year have been prepared to
organize themselves, take rigorous classes, do well on tests,
know how they study best, motivate themselves and work to
their goals. All of these will help them through their four-
year colleges.

A Club Review

Advanced Via Individual Determination
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Everyone loves a good old-fashioned cowboy movie right? Ok, ok, well not everyone but some people do. The more important question is would it really be
more interesting to people if the main characters were gay? Ang Lee, the director of Brokeback Mountain, surely thought so. With Heath Ledger and Jake
Gyllenhaal as bad boy cowboys having “a summer of love” that they hide from
their families, this love story is sure to make your eyes open.

What has our society come to nowadays? This was a common question that
ran through the minds of the movie watchers as they left the theater. There were
many different opinions coming from different people. In the eyes of the gay
community this is a chance to show everyone how normal they feel it is to be gay.
“It’ s the most progressive thing that America has accepted for gay Americans,”
says junior Nick Daily.

Now the opinion of other people such as the church society is totally different.
“How can America accept a movie that shows our children that its ok to be gay?”
asked junior Michelle Martinez. Many believe that a movie like this is wrong
and a disgrace to America. This movie caused quite a controversy among many
people.

With the movie nominated for eight academy awards including best picture,
best director, best actor, best supporting actor and actress, cinematography, adapted
screenplay, and best music, Brokeback Mountain seems to be a big hit. Our
world is starting to accept the fact that people are going to be gay whether we like
it or not.

by Amanda Leyva

Brokeback Mountain stirs up controversyBrokeback Mountain stirs up controversyBrokeback Mountain stirs up controversyBrokeback Mountain stirs up controversyBrokeback Mountain stirs up controversy

Colton High School’s ASB hosted the annual Talent Show this year on February 2 in Whitmer
Auditorium. Opening the show was English teacher Dave Rainey playing electric guitar on a relaxing

blues tune, along with senior Anre Bell on saxophone duty for the evening. Other performers included a “Step-
sister’s Monologue” from Cinderella performed by Bonnie Williams, Ilka Hernando went “The Distance” with her

song from Disney’s Hercules, and Josh Lomeli and Brooklynn El Fattal channeled the Phantom of the Opera in a
stunning display of acting and singing.

Jessica Isgett and Alyssa Isgett became the envy of ugly stepsisters everywhere as they fought for the attention of a
handsome prince in a marvelous song and dance routine.  Marie Cellestin became Colton High’s very own Alicia Keys when
she performed an original song on piano, and Kiana Dudley gave the audience a little slice of “Heaven” when exhibiting her
vocal styles.

Also worth mentioning were exceptional performances by Chris Estrella, who sang Mary Did You Know, and Sara
Ordaz gave a moment worth remembering when singing Kelly Clarkson’s A Moment Like This. At the end of the night,
rocking the house was A Cruce Salus, featuring Michael Ramirez, and Cody Campbell.

All in all, the night was pretty good. Some great talent was showcased. Who would have guessed that Colton High was
running amok with great performers?

by Robert Campos

Talent screamsTalent screamsTalent screamsTalent screamsTalent screams
inside CHSinside CHSinside CHSinside CHSinside CHS

Hike to the movie theatres to see Brokeback Mountain
Film Review by Robert Campos

Blinding controversy, southern accents and hidden attractions are just a few of
the many ingredients of the complex equation that is Brokeback Mountain. The

movie, set in 1963, centers
around the story of two young
men from Wyoming. Ennis Del
Mar (Heath Ledger) and Jack
Twist (Jake Gyllenhaal) meet
when they take a job herding
sheep up the resident Brokeback
Mountain, and the first half of
the movie is dedicated to that
journey. The two have weeks to
get to know each other, they
swap stories and whiskey, ride
horses, all that jazz that the

macho men of that time were expected to do. But one night, when it’s too cold for
either of them to sleep outside of the tent, they end up a little closer than they may
want to. After their carnal exploration of each other, the two continue getting even
closer, on a more emotional level.

As is the case with most movies, all good things must come to an end. After
their job is over they return to their previous lives. Ennis is engaged to be married,
and Jack is the rogue spirit who just goes with thewind. But it’s evident that

Jack doesn’t want to separate.
However, years later, after they’re both married with the pitter patter of

little feet surrounding them, the two reunite, and decide to keep up with an
affair that tests not only their honesty, but their friendship as well. Jack  is the
more emotional one of the two and even seems willing to give up his whole life
to be with Ennis, who is less willing, not because of lack of feelings, but because
of a childhood trauma induced by his father.

Over the years, the secret that these two share takes its toll on Ennis’ family
life, and Michelle Williams, who plays Ennis’ wife Elma, does a spectacular job
at portraying that. You can’t help but feel sorry for her, and in turn hate Heath
Ledger because of his portrayal of Ennis, who feels absolutely no remorse for
his wife.

Jake Gyllenhaal does a great job as Jack; he comes off as a completely real
character. There are times when he comes off as a bit too clingy and whiney, but
then he gets you to realize that his feelings run deep and are therefore appropriate
for the situation.

Personally, I thought the movie was going to be terrible. To me, the
controversy surrounding it just overshadowed the potential to see that there may
be a good movie there. However, when I saw it, I quite enjoyed it. It didn’t strike
me as a movie about gay cowboys; it was more about secrets, and the lies that
destroy lives surrounding them. Most people have had some sort of experience
with that type of thing, so I’d have to say that that’s reason enough to see this
movie.

The vocalist for A
Cruce Salus belts it out
at the Talent show.


