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“where you at?”Random shots of
Yellowjackets just chillin’

by Richard
Bowie

TREE HUTREE HUTREE HUTREE HUTREE HUGGER’S DGGER’S DGGER’S DGGER’S DGGER’S DAILAILAILAILAILYYYYY

I’m
bringing
BOWIE

back

World saving tips from the TreeHugger

to turn your gray world GREEN.

I like to think that people all have some good
in them. Even the most self-centered, inconsiderate
bastard has got to have some good intentions.
But it seems like people just like to be rude. Like
once, I heard this kid asked his friend what he
planned on doing after school on Friday. He said,
“I don’t know, I was  going to go home and check
on my tortoise.” I knew it would be rude to laugh
and I had control over it, but I just decided to
laugh anyway. About a month ago I was at Inland
Center, just minding my own business, pondering
about all my choices at Dairy Queen. When all of
a sudden, my chair broke from out beneath me,
like in Shallow Hal. I had fallen right on my heiny.
There was fat little kid laughing at me and all the
little DQ employees stopped serving up smiles in
a cup and were all tittering and whatnot. And when
I fell, my chair slipped and hit this ugly Verizon
Wireless employee who was on her break. She was
getting all loud with me, all up in my Kool-Aid and
didn’t even know the flavor. “OH MY GAH, ARE
YOU SERIOUS?! THAT CHAIR HIT ME,” she
says. Inconsiderate  idiot.  I was like “Shut up,
don’t look at me!” ‘Twas pretty embarrassing.

Then like a week before that I was sitting on
the the railing, and I slipped right off it and cracked
my head real good. I had dirt on the back of my
shirt and everything. And everyone just laughed
and pointed and took pictures of my pain on their
little camera phones. Truly outrageous. I swear if I
had fallen forward and ruined my face, the
moneymaker; I would’ve sued the city of Colton.

But I can’t really complain. This one time at
my old school, it was raining hard and there was
this little girl rushing to get to shelter, carrying 15
textbooks and a bunch of important papers and
whathaveyou’s. And then she slipped and fell face
first in this large puddle. She got her textbooks all
moist and all the ink was running off her little
papers. Her dress was all soggy and ruined. Her
knees were all scraped up, her face was all muddy
and her hair was all grimy. It was the funniest thing
I had ever seen…EVER. My face was all red I was
laughing so hard. Honestly I’m tearing up with
laughter right now. I ended up getting in trouble
for laughing at her, but I don’t care. It was worth it.

Driving lately? Here’s a few ways to help the environment and still get your way
around.

-Consider using public transport, walking, or cycling to where you need to go.
-Turn off your engine if in a traffic jam, or waiting for a train. If you are stationed for
more than 2 minutes then it’s environmentally smart to turn off the car!
-Don’t drive too fast! Not only will this save your life but also exhaust emissions
rise dramatically in cars traveling over 55 mph.
-Be gentle on those brakes! Harsh acceleration and braking can use up to 30% more
fuel and can cause wear and tear on the vehicle.
-When possible drive with the windows up to reduce drag and make your fuel
consumption more efficient.
-Don’t be lazy! If your journey is less than half a mile, put on those walking shoes
and get to walking!!!

“Meet us on the field because it’s going down,” was all that passed through the minds of all the senior class
during the biggest week of the year. Homecoming, that is. We all know what that means, Powder Puff, baby! Yup yup,
you know how Colton High gets down. Raging, roaring, nothing but competion to prove who really is the best class
out there. The seniors of ‘07 did a job well done to prove they were the champs. Here’s the way it really went down.

After a stomping victory on the sophomores the seniors were ready. Well, where’s the competion, they
questioned? In the class of ‘08 that is. After a slaughtering victory over the freshmen, the juniors had their game face
on now. Now that the finals were here the game was ready to begin. Both classes doing their best not to let the
opposing team score. Then the half time show was a real laugh with each class’ cheerleaders showing off their dance
moves. Good job boys. All that was left was about a minute and 30 seconds in the last quarter. Each class was
chanting and rooting their girls on the field. With sweaty faces, tired girls, and even a couple broken fingers, many
found themselves about to cry.  The juniors came close to scoring before the quarter ended, but didn’t make it. Its
overtime now.

Whoever scores now wins it all. Now the stress was on. Chants of “07, 08, 07, 08” was all that was heard. Then
an administrator disqualified the seniors and the hopes of the juniors began to rise. The DQ was ignored and the
misunderstanding was cleared up, the seniors knew they had to prove they were champs.

In that moment senior Erika Fisher made the winning touchdown. Seniors win! They were the champs and this
stressful game ended with good sportsmanship from each class. So give it up for the real Powder Puff champs class
of 07, baby!

A sports  story by
Amanda Leyva

Seniors have powdered their last puff

by Angela Beers
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On Friday October 27th, city council candidate Fabian Carballo visited Colton High’s Young Democrats Club. Carballo, a CHS
graduate of ’95, talked to the club about how important democracy is and how it’s vital to take charge in a community. He shared
his ideas for Colton, which included investing in preserving the historical downtown area to encourage business development,
proposing environmentally friendly policies such as installing solar panels at City Hall to reduce the dependence on traditional
energy sources and organizing an annual community event that would raise money to go to charity, and, more importantly, to unite
all of Colton.

“There’s a division in our city, “ says Carballo. “For whatever reason, it’s the south side versus the north side, and it’s not
helping to advance Colton.”

The Young Democrats, who have done precinct walking, helped out at mayoral forums and at fundraisers for Deirdre Bennet
and Richard De La Rosa, aided Carballo in G.O.T.V. or Getting Out The Vote, in the final days before election day. Club president,
senior Elvira Regalado says, “I think it’s important for us to get involved in politics because it truly affects the community.
Whether Fabian wins or not, we gain experience and are doing our best to move Colton along.”

Spirit week has come and gone and most high
school students couldn’t wait to show their Colton pride.
For most students this is the time to have fun and support
their class. Spirit week consisted of homecoming dance,
powder puff and the football game. Many students
showed up to all three to take part in the jovial festivities.

Spirit week was kicked off with the powder puff
game where the seniors owned the juniors, 7-0. The
powder puff game anticipated the start of Spirit Week,
considering that everyone thought it was absolutely
necessary to scream out what year they’re graduating –
that really got people keyed up for the events that were
to come. The game against Pacific was fierce and intense
but our fighting Yellow Jackets came out in triumph (and
then some) with the game ending 69-6, Colton.

Homecoming dance was enjoyable according to
many of the students that attended. This year it was
held in the gym, but many students believed that would
be a less than perfect location for a dance. The prices
were $15 with an ASB card and $25 without… to get into
the gym. That’s another thing that students didn’t
exactly see eye-to-eye with the administration on, but
the kids made the best of it. Sophomore Andr ea Alar cia
said, “I thought it was okay, but I wish it was somewhere
else.”
        All in all, Spirit Week was a success. The kids had
fun despite the few minor inconveniences. Let’s just
hope the next Spirit Week turns out just as well.

\

  On October 9, 2006 North Korea performed a nuclear test
without the rest of the world knowing. Kim Jong Il, the leader
of North Korea says that he does not plan to do anymore
nuclear testing but his allies as well the world at large, do not
believe him.

China is a major ally of North Korea because China exports
food and supplies to them. That has changed now; China has
been giving limited exports of televisions, radios and other
electrical appliance and oil products excluding cooking oil. An
absence of these items will cause North Korea to suffer from
lack of supplies because China is not the only one limiting
exported goods. The United Nations Security Council on Oc-
tober 14 voted 15-0 for sanctions which ban the sale or transfer
of missiles, warships, tanks, attack helicopters and combat air-
craft, as well as missile and nuclear-related goods to the North
Korean government. On October 31, Bejing met with North Korea and agreed about dismantling North Korea’s atomic weapons and
President George W. Bush was welcoming North Korea with open arms for peace.

by Saige Downs

by Richard Bowie

by Cecilia Cabrera
 “The polls are now open!” is what was heard walking into an election booth. For this November 7th election

there were many things up for grabs, and some may have been surprised by the results but most saw it coming.
Once again California voted in favor of Arnold Schwarzenegger with an astonishing 55.8%, blowing Phil Angelides
out of the water with his 39.2%.  After Schwarzenegger’s victory at the Beverly Hills party his wife Maria Shriver
introduced her husband as a man “of the people, by the people, and for the people!” He later that evening went
on to say the he would protect our values and dreams, then ending the night with a quote only Schwarzenegger
could give “What a fantastic evening, you know I love doing sequels.”

State Propositions Results
Proposition 1A- 76.6% YES- Transportation funding protection. Legislative constitutional amendment.
Proposition 1B- 61.3% YES- Highway safety, traffic reduction, air Quality, and port security bond act.
Proposition 1C- 57.5% YES- Housing and emergency shelter trust fund act. Proposition 1D- 56.6% YES-
Kindergarten- University Public Education Facilities Bond Act.  Proposition 1E- 64% YES- Disaster preparedness
and Flood Prevention Bond Act. Proposition 83- 70.5% YES- Sex offenders. sexually violent predators. Punishment,
residence restrictions and monitoring. Proposition 84- 53.8% YES- Water quality, safety and supply. Flood
control. Natural resource protection. Park improvements.   Proposition 85- 54.2% NO- Waiting period and
parental notification before termination of minor’s pregnancy.   Proposition 86- 52.1% NO- Tax on cigarettes.
Proposition 87- 54.7% NO- Alternative energy. Research, production, insensitive. Tax on California oil producers.
Proposition 88- 76.9% NO- Education funding. Real property parcel tax.
Proposition 89- 74.5% NO- - Political campaigns. Public financing. Corporate tax increase. Campaign contribution
and expenditure limits.  Proposition 90- 52.5% NO- Government acquisition, regulation of private property.
 

In National news, Democrats win control of both houses in Congress, ending a 12-year Republican rule. For
several hours the races seemed too close to call, but within a few hours Democrats gained control of the senate.
While the Democrats implied their desire to support both parties, they made it clear that they would take full
advantage of their new power. They gained about 30 seats in the house, and the six in senate that they needed
for a majority. With their victory, Democrat Nancy Pelosi told a Democratic rally, “Today the American people
voted for a change, and they voted for Democrats to take our country in a new direction.”

by Angela Beers

what’s news?

          Country votes for change, Democrats win House and Senate

North Korea  nuclear threat subsidesNorth Korea  nuclear threat subsidesNorth Korea  nuclear threat subsidesNorth Korea  nuclear threat subsidesNorth Korea  nuclear threat subsides

City Council candidate retur ns to
CHS, rallies Young Democrats Club

We’ve got spirit,
how about you?

wassUP ?
News briefsNews briefsNews briefsNews briefsNews briefs

NATIONAL  NEWS
Fascist Act?-Tuesday, October 17,
2006 – Congress passed the Terror
Tribunal Bill, which critics are calling
“The Fascist Act of 2006.” During a
time of war it protects detainees from
deliberate abuses during questioning
– such as rape, torture, and “cruel and
inhuman” treatment – but does not
require that any of them be granted
legal counsel.
Resignation-On November 8, just one
day after the elections, Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld resigns.
National security veteran Robert Gates
will take his place.
CAMPUS NEWS:
ASB- ASB is planning the winter
formal which will be held on December
16th

NHS- NHS will be starting their new
project of the month, The Mexicali
project. NHS members are asked to
bring in used clothing, toys and
anything worth  using. All these things
will be given to the Mexicali children
as a Christmas gift. For further
information contact either President
Delanea Aguila or Ms. Tillema in
Room 351.
College-bound students-*Last chance
to take your SAT & ACT for college
admission (Fall 2007) is: Dec. 2-SAT
(Visit collegeboard.com)
Dec. 9-ACT (Visit ACT.org)
*Check out the deadlines &
requirements for the schools you are
applying for.
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When you think of extinction, what comes to mind? If
you’re the average high school student, then you probably
think, “Oh, not a big deal, it doesn’t really matter.”
Unfortunately, that’s a bunch of crap. It does matter and it
is a big deal.

In biology and ecology, extinction is the cessation of
existence of a species or group of living creatures, reducing
biodiversity. The moment of extinction is generally
considered to be the death of the last individual of that
species. In simplest terms, extinction means the death of a
whole species. Once a species dies, it doesn’t come back.

There are many causes for animal extinction. If a
species can’t survive or reproduce in its environment and
is unable to move to a new, adaptable environment where it
can do so, it dies out and becomes extinct.

More often, however, human intervention is a huge
factor in animal extinction. Some examples of human

intervention would be over-harvesting, pollution, habitat
destruction, introduction of new predators, and food
competitors.

According to the World Conservation Union, 784
extinctions have been recorded since 1500, the chance
date chosen to define “modern” extinctions. This means
that more extinctions have gone unnoticed.

Human effects have attributed either directly or
indirectly to many of the extinctions already recorded.

There are literally hundreds of endangered animals,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish out there that will
die unless humans do something to help. Some of these
animals include, but of course are not limited to, pandas,
eagles, sea otters, blue whales, leopards, tigers, and
wolverines.

Our grandchildren will never get to share the earth
with these beautiful and majestic creatures unless we
get up and do something about it.

Animal extinction threatens future
by Casondra Burnard

Okay, listen up. Yes, you’re in high school and the
majority of us want to be looked at as mature. We want
our parents to trust us, whether we deserve that trust or
not. We want to get out of school, move out, and be on
our own. We want freedom. So we turn to drugs? Wow.
That really makes plenty of sense doesn’t it? Drugs and
alcohol will make us look mature, completely earn the
trust of others, and prove we’re ready for the freedom
we keep asking for? THINK, every time you drink or do
drugs, whether you feel it right away or not, it DOES
have consequences.

Take for instance marijuana. You can call it what
you want, whether it be weed, reefer, grass, pot, greens,
it still has the same consequences. Such things cause
memory loss, slow learning ability, and loss of muscular
coordination and that’s just how it affects your brain.
Long term users have shown varied symptoms including:
loss of energy; bad relationships with individuals; loss
of the ability to think clearly; less interest in other
activities; poor performance in work/school; loss of
memory; emotional dulling; and loss of drive and goal
direction.

Then you have alcohol: alcohol is a depressant that
acts on the control centers of the brain to depress them.
A common picture of acute intoxication is of confusion,
disorientation, unsteady gait, and possible hallucinations.
A chronic drinker may experience more severe side effects
or even death. One of the side effects is Korsakoff’s
Psychosis, which is characterized by confusion,
hallucinations, development of various kinds of paralysis,
development of gaps in memory in which the individual
will fill in by telling fantastic experiences in a most
plausible way. They may also experience mental illnesses,
develop organic diseases - one being the affliction to the
liver.

Two out of three murders, one of three rapes, one
out of three suicides, two out of five assaults, and three
out of five cases of child abuse are connected to the use
of alcohol. One out of two deaths by fire and drowning
are alcohol related, as are two out of five home accidents.
25,000 Americans die in alcohol related crashes every
year. One out of two patients in our city hospitals are
there because of an alcohol related problem and 40,000

young adults are disfigured by alcohol related car
accidents each year.

Another thing people seem to be getting into is
smoking “hookah.” Of course since it is part tobacco,
any doctor will tell you not to do it but also because it
may be one of the causes of gum disease and cancers.
It’s better for you than smoking a joint. I’ll tell you that
much. One joint is as bad as an entire pack of cigarettes.

I’m not a perfect person. I know that for a fact and I
bet most of you aren’t perfect either. I’ve done a lot of
things that I’m not so proud of and realize I made a
mistake. I tried to prove I was responsible and mature
enough to move out on my own. I was told to stay home,
took off anyway, did some things I shouldn’t have, and
then paid the consequences. I’m not trying to tell you
people don’t make mistakes but I am saying to learn from
them. I’ve seen a lot of people die from doing these
things and the last thing majority of them said to me was,
“Don’t worry! It won’t happen to me!” Don’t make the
mistake yourself. Learn from what you see happening to
others and know… it can happen to you too!

. . . Aren’t all Wha. . . Aren’t all Wha. . . Aren’t all Wha. . . Aren’t all Wha. . . Aren’t all Wha t they’ret they’ret they’ret they’ret they’re
cracracracracra cked tcked tcked tcked tcked t o up to up to up to up to up t o beo beo beo beo be

Are you ever jealous of your best friend? Some
people wouldn’t call what they feel against a best friend
jealousy. Were along the lines of competitiveness or
even admiration. Girls and guys always find themselves
competing against someone in their life at some point.
Is it possible for it to be your best friend?

For some people competitiveness only occurs in
sports. “Being on the football team I have to compete
with my friends everyday at practice,” says senior Jake
Taylor. “We fight almost everyday but that all stays
on the field. Outside of practice I don’t think I have to
compete at all.” A real friendship will never cause you
to feel competitive. Senior Veronica Tucker says,” My
best friend? Oh no! My best friend and I are too much
alike to have to compete.  She never makes me feel like
I have to be better than her. Our personalities are too
much alike that the word compete would never apply
to us.”

A best friend is someone that should be your role
model because you both will always learn from each
other. Competitiveness is fine on the field or in a game
but never try to make yourself better than someone as
your best friend. A strong friendship will always lead
to compromise.

Competitiveness gets the best of us
by Amanda Leyva
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Yes, it does!
Senior Jeanine Hernandez

No way!
Senior Amanda Montijo

Does sex chaDoes sex chaDoes sex chaDoes sex chaDoes sex changengengengenge
relationships?relationships?relationships?relationships?relationships?
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Having sex in a relationship doesn’t really change anything; it just brings you
closer to your partner. When a couple reaches that point it means that they finally
realize that they want to be with each other and want to have that something special.
They want to have that bond within each other. Today people put too much into
having sex when it really doesn’t change anything, it’s the people that change. They

add emotions and things to it that don’t really need to be there, when really sex is
a basically a natural thing used for reproduction and when you love someone

you do want to have babies with this person.  Because today sex is common
that no that one really knows if you’re really meaning what you say or

how you feel towards sex, so no one takes it seriously.  So if you really
do love someone and you end up having sex, your relationship
shouldn’t change, it isn’t supposed to change. In fact it’s supposed
to bring you together and make your love stronger then it was

before. It’s like when a married couple has sex, it doesn’t change
anything because they love each other and they have that feeling so

how can a simple act change a feeling that is supposed to be strong?
According to one Yellow Jacket, “Sex isn’t big and it shouldn’t change

anything if you love someone!” Which is so what I mean, another student
related her experiences when she finally reached that point and felt that it

was time to move from first to home. To her it was special because they
become one and reached that point were they realized it’s was really love. It just made
them stronger as a couple and showed them that when its love it doesn’t change.
Basically relationships are not always about sex they’re about honesty, respect and
having a friendship, they’re supposed to be your best friend not someone just to have
sex with. You share that experience with someone that is special to you and it shouldn’t
change.

There comes a time when every couple takes that next step, ya you guessed it....
SEX. They think they’re so in love. Why not, you love him, he loves you. Well
sometimes the next step isn’t always a happy ending. I think sex changes relationships,
not all relationships, but for most, it’s kind of a test to see if someone loves you. Sex
is supposed to be about love, sharing a piece of you with someone else, what you
wait to do with someone when you’re in love. Maybe that was true back in the
day, now sex is not about any of that. After some couples have sex, guys
tend to start acting differently, not doing certain things anymore, always
putting you second, sometimes even treating you with less respect.
And last but not least, some guys may think since you did it before,
you’ll do it again anytime they want. Let’s just say it’s not the same,
and sometimes it may lead to breaking up, you never know. Most
girls probably regret going through with sex, because it was never
the same after. I’m not saying the physical part of sex changes you,
it’ s how the person changes because of it. Sometimes sex isn’t even
about love; it’s lust. Sex is such a casual thing in relationships these
days. Sex is what some couples base their relationships on; it’s a
relationship of lust. Couples should be built on trust, honesty, and love.
To people who think sex can make your relationship stronger: it might,
but also know it can also destroy. Young couples having sex are risking their
relationship to see where it goes. I do believe that sex does change relationships,
many couples are living proof of this, I think it depends on the people in the relationship,
someone in the relationship can think its about love, while another can think of it as
just a “one night stand.” Just make sure both of you in the relationship know what
you want out of this experience. Sex can be fun but also confusing. Sex does change
a relationship, it’s proven by those who’ve been through it.

What are you? Mexican? White? Black? If I were blind would I be
able to tell? Odds are, I wouldn’t. The youth of today are losing the
connection they had with their culture and are fast becoming a faceless,
identical race. Everyone wears the same thing, listens to the same stuff
and eats the same crap. What has happened to diversity? People’s
heritages have been washed out by American Eagle, The Killers and
McDonalds. I blame the “American Dream.” You know, apple pies, milk
delivered to your doorstep in the morning, “gee golly whiz?” Well let me
tell you, the “American Dream” is wack. I think it’s such a shame that
everyone’s uniqueness has been squashed in an attempt to be more
Americanized. The problem isn’t just in the USA. Desperate Housewives,
Green Day and (again) McDonalds are popping up all over the world.
Can we stop this tremendous wave of Americanization? Probably not.
Am I telling you all to come to school in ponchos? Hell no! (A suggestion
though) Culture and heritage are the most colorful aspects of someone.
Don’t let all that color get washed out in red, white and blue. Be proud to
be an American, but make sure to take pride in being Croatian, Lebanese
or whatever it is you are.

Junior Aman Naidu has found the happy medium I’m talking about.
He’s a huge fan of American bands like Circa Survive and The Number
Twelve Looks Like You, but still takes pride in his Indian culture. “We
eat curried goat, and rice, and when Christmas comes I’m supposed to
go to my grandmas and smoke from a peace pipe.”

Junior Adrian Petaia also is very prideful of his Samoan heritage.
“We do dances with the grass skirts and everything. My parents cook a
lot of seafood as well, like octopus and crab.”

I encourage you all, eat some new food or learn a new language.
Don’t lose hold of your roots. If you do, we all lose.

by Richard Bowie

Missing:

Cultural Diversity
“It is not my fault!” screams one victim of sexual abuse. “Why do I feel this guilt? Why

do I feel the need to scratch my skin out?” This is a sentence that constantly haunts a
sexually abused person. Almost all victims universally experience guilt. Now it is hard to
figure out why they feel guilty for something they are blameless of. Nobody asks to be
sexually assaulted; yet guilt is their life partner. Many of these people, tired of the guilt, find
“solace” from this pain in death. Experts at Child Help USA estimate that 1 in 3 girls and 1 in
5 boys under the age of 18 will be involved in forced sexual experience with an adult. This
means that 1 in 3 girls and 1 in 5 boys are going through a feeling like that of a leech stuck to
your body slowly sucking your blood out. Now because of the reporting of certain cases of
sexual abuse, a lot of people think that only the ones reported are the ones that happen, but
this a very big misconception. “I cannot imagine telling someone about what happened to
me,” said a victim who was unwilling to reveal herself, “Although it will set me free I cannot
stop from thinking that I will lose the friends I have.” Now imagine how many there are out
there silently suffering; could it be your sister? Your brother? Your best friend? In order for
the sexual abuse to stop, it is necessary to TELL  SOMEONE YOU TRUST. Many people
underestimate the agony of life after sexual abuse and proclaim that it is no big deal and also
that the numbers are probably exaggerated. “Why don’t you talk about the ones suffering in
North Korea instead of dramatizing this?” Given that the people in North Korea are going
through hell. Having personally seen the effects of sexual abuse on ones close to me I could
tell you that sexual abuse brings a hell of its own kind into the life of its victim. The victim’s
daily expression is of fear, anxiety, depression, anger, poor self-esteem, and difficulty with
close relationships. It is also a fact that young girls who are sexually abused are more likely
to develop eating disorders as teenagers because they are body conscious. Another victim
gave their insight: “I feel that my body is the only thing that can actually keep a man, is there
any other way?” A survey showed that 80% of prison inmates were sexually abused as a
child. More than 80% of all prostitutes and hustlers were sexually abused as children. A
common long-term outcome with war or hostilities is that its victims go into depression or
turn into gruesome criminals, now sexual abuse has the same result. The only difference is
that war comes in bravely and takes the life of people in that region, but sexual abuse creeps
in like a thief; nevertheless it shakes the life of an enormous amount of people all over the
world.

Speak out against abuse
by Divya Joseph

Faces in the
compiled by Rebecca Schisler
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If you could be rebornIf you could be rebornIf you could be rebornIf you could be rebornIf you could be reborn
as anyone, who’d it be?as anyone, who’d it be?as anyone, who’d it be?as anyone, who’d it be?as anyone, who’d it be?
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by Patricia Delgado

A rotating
column written
by staff members
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“Ron Burgundy
because he keeps it
classy.”
-Junior Damien
Holmes

“Briana Burns
because she told me
to pick her when I
was asked this
question”
-Sophomore Ivana
Guzman

“Actress Zoey
Deschanel because
she’s the coolest
person I don’t
know.”
-Freshman Randee
Ortloff

“Josh Pope because
the Popes are cool”
-Senior Justin Young

We are now finally in high school, no more middle or elementary school. No
more recess, story time or show and tell. But one thing that has still continued is
the name calling, teasing and bullying. Sure it may sound pretty lame, but it’s true.
I can honestly say that almost every one of us including myself has made fun of
someone at least once.

Sure, when you were in second grade you didn’t think too much of the
psychological damage you could be causing that person, but do we even think
about it today? Have you ever thought of the pain, embarrassment or humiliation
that person could feel? This psychological damage and trauma they deal with
almost every day by us follows them through out life.

Remember the Columbine shootings? Why did those two teenage boys kill so
many of their peers? The main reason was that their peers traumatized them, by
their bullying. This constant bullying caused them to react so horribly. This hasn’t
only happened in Columbine, but at many other schools around the U.S. This
could also even happen in our own school if we don’t stop and think about the
words that are actually coming out of our mouths.

This idea never had occurred to me until now. I could never imagine the pain
many of our peers go through every day till now. Maybe you should too. All I am
saying is just think before you speak, because you never know what your comments
or jokes can cause a person to do or feel.

During September and part of  October, there was an E-coli outbreak on spinach!
The cause of the outbreak was contaminated water from a spring in Alabama and cow
poo from all over California. Coli is one of the chemicals your body needs in order to
keep balance. E-coli is a bacterium that is caused by bacteria that attacked the coli. E-
coli can be found in intestinal tracts of infected humans and cows. E-coli can also be
found in undercooked beef, raw milk, not washing your hands after use of the bathroom
and interacting with animals.  For those people who are spinach lovers like me, the E-
coli outbreak sucked. One day my best friend and I drove to Subway to get a nice big
juicy sandwich. When we got to Subway of course we ordered and I was going to get
my usual: whole wheat bread, tomatoes, onions, olives, honey mustard, turkey, and
SPINACH. Well it turns out that I could not get my usual and I was so upset because

I was stuck with a pastrami sandwich. Also you may find me weird, but I love V8 and I
couldn’t drink that either! I also have raw spinach in my salad and what do I always get
for an appetizer from Friday’s? Spinach and Artichoke dip. I can make a very long list on
what I couldn’t eat There are some people who don’t care about these kinds of things
such as E-coli and they eat whatever they want because they don’t think it will happen
to them. I like to be cautious when it comes to food because during the E-coli outbreak,
over 200 people became ill and three people died from not knowing there was even an
outbreak. It’s not only spinach that can make you sick, under cooked meat, such as
chicken, can have salmonella. Salmonella is caused by under cooked chicken and it can
cause a life threatening disease typhoid fever. Remember the Jack in the Box incident a
few years back? It was undercooked beef called Mad Cow Disease and if that is going
around I definitely do not want to be eating any kind of beef.

So when a certain type of outbreak is going on with a type of food that you
possibly eat, it is your decision if you want to possibly get a disease just because you
wanted to eat your favorite food. Spinach is one of my favorite foods and I stayed
away from it and guess what, staying away from spinach made me E-coli free.

Get that out of my mouth!
E Coli outbreak has healthful students reeling

by Saige Downs

Remember the good old days of recess, “Rugrats”, and reading time? Well
those days are long gone and all those beloved activities have been replaced with
sex, violence and vulgarity. Is that a bad thing? I don’t know, but it is interesting.
With every generation, teen tastes seem to mature at a faster pace. Shows like
“It’ s Always Sunny in Philadelphia” and “South Park” are all the rage among
teens, and honestly, even though they have a MA rating, I don’t think those
shows are too bad. But shows like “Weeds” and “Nip/Tuck” are obviously
intended for adults and strongly cautioned against. In fact “Nip/Tuck” got one of
the lowest ratings ever by the Parent Television Council (PTC), an organization
devoted to making sure “children are not constantly assaulted by sex, violence
and profanity on television and in other media.”

But who can resist? The crazy storylines, the sex, the violent action, the sex,
the heated, uncensored dialogue and the sex. Dr. Troy may be in love with his
male business partner Dr. McNamara. McNamara’s son is sleeping with Troy’s
scientologist ex-fiancée, and then he’s not even McNamara’s son, he’s Troy’s
biological son. What about the doctor’s middle-aged lesbian anesthesiologist?
She got her kidney stolen on a date with a woman who is from the same ring of
baddies that Dr. Troy’s new lover is secretly in. The same lover who is married to
the man who owns McNamara/Troy’s surgical practice. Seriously, how could you
resist? I mean we’re not kids anymore, and we’re all pretty close to the big 1-8. So
is it so bad that we watch these “mature shows”? No! I feel if you’re mature
enough to be able to separate entertainment and reality, than you should be able
to handle a little bad language…and a lot of sex.

Maturity gaining
popularity

by Richard Bowie

Opinions



 Two students caught smoking marijuana in the science lab! Just kidding, that never happened (at least as for
as we know), but it would have been a very good story for our newspaper. We possibly might have even got in
trouble for exposing such a story in our newspaper, but it wouldn’t have been the first time.

Even though we write what some consider pretty shocking stories, that doesn’t mean we can write everything
we want. We the reporters and editors still have rules to go by. The three main rules we must go by are not writing
obscenity or profanity, libelous material, or material that would cause a student disruption of the campus.

Despite following rules we occasionally still ruffle people’s feathers. In 1997 one our Pepper Bough’s editorials
faced trouble that led up to a condemnation by the school board. One of our 1997’s editor, Ana Gonzalez, wrote an
editorial criticizing a parent who made a complaint to ban the book ‘Of Mice and Men’ from the Colton District’s
reading lists. Gonzalez used the name ‘Mr. Ignorant’ referring to this angry parent, which caused anger to rise.
Gonzalez disagreed on having the book banned by stating this in her editorial “Any old fool can say this work is
vulgar, however it takes someone with a brain to understand that this book shows friendship at its best.

The 1997 board meeting decided against the parent allowing the book to continue being on the 9th grade
reading list. It also left the Pepper Bough alone, Superintendent Herbert R. Fischer said he wasn’t in favor of the
tone of the editorial, but the district policy allows students to express their opinions. And to this day the Pepper
Bough continues to say and express whatever the heck we want as long as it goes by the rules.

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!

In the beginning God created the pen and the paper and he said let there be journalists. In the story of creation
in the Bible, it only takes six days to create the world but in the creation of every issue of the newspaper it takes three
to four weeks of hard work or what the Pepper Bough staff calls “The Process”.
               The first step of “The Process” is the Pepper Bough staff joining together to share their opinion on what
should be on the next issue. It is commented that the days when story ideas are picked, the newspaper room is as
noisy as a
football stadium
filled with crazy
fans. Then
i n d i v i d u a l s
choose articles,
and the
interviewing and
r e s e a r c h i n g
begins. “The
i n t e r v i e w i n g
process is the
most difficult and
tricky part
because you don’t
want to
misrepresent them
[the source],” says
reporter Angela
Beers. She also
points out that a
journalist could get
in a lot of trouble
for this.
              Now the separate quotes or research information need to be made into a smooth flowing article. Once the
article is written, the editor reads it and points out corrections that need to be made. Editor-in-chief Samantha
Carbajal  coordinates the entire production of the newspaper. She is known for her watertight organizational skills.
“She thinks of things before they happen,” says staff advisor David Rainey. After editor’s corrections are made the
staff advisor overlooks the story and catches any mistake, which could have slipped the keen eye of the editor. 
          Then the stories are laid out in the form that the reader sees in the newspaper. This process is more complicated
than the readers perceive it to be. The year’s page editors, juniors Richard Bowie, Saige Downs and Divya Joseph and
sophomore Casondra Burnard learned the art of page editing just two days before they had to put it into service.
They all exclaim that page editing has brought out a different side in them. “I didn’t start cursing until I started page
editing but in a way I love what I do,” says Downs.
         After several revisions the newspaper comes to life and is delivered to each classroom and finds its place into the
hands of the reader. Before the journalists can take a moment to breathe it is time to start “The Process” for the next
issue.
        A lot of the newspaper staff agreed that though they may not have experienced childbirth they say that it is most
likely similar to the birth of every issue of the Pepper Bough. It is a lot of excruciating hard work but when it is done
and they see that their work is being read, they declare that it is a beautiful thing that makes it all worth it.

Many of you may be wondering how the Pepper Bough started? Who thought of it? It all started ninety years ago. Back in
1917 Colton High was 20 years old, and students wanted a paper to write their opinions and news, about things that were going
on around them. The newspaper was named “ Pepper Bough” thanks to all the pepper trees that were around campus. The paper’s
most famous adviser was a woman named Christina Beeson. Beeson  was the advisor for 48 years; from the 1930’s through 1980
She left the newsroom with high standards and a well-known name.

The PepperBough gives students a chance to give their own opinions about certain topics. Throughout the years the Pepper
Bough itself has changed over the years, with advisors putting their own personal style into the paper’s looks. Even though
certain things in the paper now have different names, they keep the tradition of student profile, faces in the crowd, and of course
teacher profile, among other things.

“Pepper bough is a great thing to be involved in, it gets you the chance to speak your mind, and get your beliefs out there,”
said fellow reporter Alexis Banks.

    The Pepper Bough reporters are individuals that aren’t afraid to speak their minds, and work hard for this paper, with the
help of advisor Dave Rainey and Editor Samantha Carbajal. The Pepper Bough has been a Colton High tradition since 1917, to be
continued year after year, giving a new generation of students a chance to speak their minds.

by Jeanine Hernandez

by Patricia Delgado

 The Pepper Bough, Colton High Schools well known monthly newspaper, has been around for 90 years. The paper, which is put together by students, contains news, opinions, sports, and fun pages in every issue.  All issues are designed to reflect what’s going on in the world today, and what’s important in student life. Always
a reliable informant, the Pepper Bough is a great way to find out all about Colton High School. To some it’s just a newspaper that comes out every month, but to others it’s something they look forward to every month. It means something different to everyone.

We all know the English teacher Mr. Rainey but did you know he’s also the staff
advisor for the Pepper Bough? He has always been very supportive of his  staff. He
gives the writers and the editors a chance to come up with any idea or a story.
Seniors, juniors and sophomores can all get their chance to speak their minds and
have others to hear it,  and they couldn’t had done it without Mr. Rainey standing
by thier side for all these years.

David Patrick Rainey was born in Corona and grew up in  Long Beach and  has
been at Colton High School for the past of fifteen years, since 1992, and it looks like
he is still alive and kicking.  Before he started working  at Colton High he used to be
an Electrician in a U.S. Navy Shipyard; bet you didn’t know that!

Rainey’s favorite article that he has read  this year would have to be an article
about virginity that was written by  Angela Beers, and another story about racism
that was written by Divya Joseph. But the one article that got him thinking the most
was an article about the Fight club.  Since Rainey has been adviser for the Pepper
Bough there is one article that he can never forget: the editorial concerning the
banning of the book Of Mice a Men that got the paper trouble with the school board
in 1997. (see related story this page).

Rainey is the adviser, and as such, of course, doesn’t write for the paper. If  he could
write any article what would it be about and why? His response was “A feature on the blues, only because I am really interested in blues music, but no kids ever
seemed to be interested.” I also asked  Rainey, “If you could be any person, who would it be and why?” His answer was, “I would like to be Billy F. Gibbons, the
guitar player for ZZ Top,  because he seems to be living a interesting life, with all those cars and all those cool guitars. And I sure would love to own his famous
1959 Gibson Les Paul electric guitar, which he has named ‘Pearly Gates.’ Yep, it sure would be cool being the ‘Reverend Willy G’  for a while. But I doubt I could
grow my beard that long!”

by Ericka Gonzales

The Pepper Bough has been around for 90 years. There have been good writers, and there have
been great writers. All the successes of the students over the years can be attributed by their own skills
and their hard work and determination. Along with the successes, however, come the tragedies.

An example of this would be the tragic deaths of Sharon Bjornstad and Leah Feldhaus. After
coming home from a rave party one Sunday morning a car carrying the two girls and fellow students
Carissa Castaneda, Matthew Lopez, and Nicole Martell plummeted down a cliff in the Angles National
forest, taking the lives of all five teens. However, even years later all of them will continue to stay in our
thoughts and prayers.

But with all great sadness comes great achievement. Many the staff writers have gone on to do
immense things with their lives. Such as Ana Gonzalez, class of ‘98,editor of the Spanish column her
junior year, and later on in her senior year editor in chief, Gonzalez earned a full ride scholarship to
Boston University and later continued on to UC Berkeley where she got her masters in history and has
done some magazine writing.

Another great example would be Amber Arakaki who became the first junior to be an editor in chief
through 1999-2001.She also earned a full scholarship to UC Berkeley and now majors in communications.
Last but not least is David Lee,class of ’96, who was the best writer Pepper Bough advisor Rainey has
ever met. He later on went on to pursue his passion in theater arts and has done some Shakespearean
plays on the east coast.

Just as in life we have all had our down falls but there is always a triumph to follow soon after.

by Cecilia Cabrera

He  came, he saw, he advised

From Humble Beginnings:
History of the Pepper Bough

A   legacy of success, tragadies
 pepper the paper’s past

This is how we do it!This is how we do it!This is how we do it!This is how we do it!This is how we do it!

Some call it narcissism, the PepperBough says self-appreciation

The Pepper Bough staff, 2006-2007

From left to right, Stephanie Rossano, Marcela Pulido, Janae Johnson, and Angela Beers

by Divya Joseph

Clockwise, Page Editors Richard Bowie, Divya Joseph, Saige Downs, Casondra Burnard.
Photo Editor Janae Johnson, Editor-In-Chief Samantha Carbajal and Adviser Mr. Rainey

Contr over sy surr ounding the P epper Bough.

Adviser David Rainey
checking the paper out
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For most of us, homework is stressful, frustrating, boring, time consuming, and is
usually last on our list of fun things to do (maybe not even last). But the harsh reality
is that it’s a big part of our grades, and is necessary for our success in school. And
depending on each class, homework can be worth 20-40% of our cumulative grade,
which can seriously affect us. But could the one thing we’ve been told that is supposed
to improve our learning capability be the one thing that’s truly hurting our chances of
success?

The purposes of homework are said to be to practice and master skills and lessons
we learn in class, to build self-discipline, good study habits, time management skills,
and most of all success on standardized tests. But two new books recently released
contradict this main “purpose.” One is The Homework Myth by Alfie Kohn, a critic of
test-driven schools, and the other is The Case Against Homework by moms Sara
Bennett and Nancy Kalish. Both books have studies, surveys, and statistics which
prove that homework is useless and makes kids and families hate learning. The book
states that according to a national study conducted by the University of Michigan,
the amount of time spent on homework does not measurably improve academic
achievement for kids in grade school. In fact, it turns out that too much homework
brings bad results: doing more than 60 to 90 minutes a night in middle school and more
than two hours in high school brings lower scores. And it just ruins kids attitudes
towards learning.

“It’ s one thing to say we are wasting kids’ time and straining parent-kid
relationships, but what’s unforgivable is if homework is damaging our kids’ interest in
learning and undermining their curiosity,” says Kohn. So what does this mean for all
the students who are juggling all those AP and Honors classes, who stay up until 3 or
4 in the morning trying to finish all their homework? Is their everyday routine when
they come home from school, which they think is improving their chances of getting
into an Ivy League college, actually hurting them? The two moms, Bennett and Kalish,
who wrote The Case Against Homework, seem to have come up with a solution at their
kids’ school. They demanded a more sensible homework policy of 10 minutes a night
per grade level, no homework over vacations, no more than two major tests a week,
fewer weekend assignments and no Monday tests.

The proposal made by them can be successful, and no doubt so much more
relieving for so many kids all over the U.S, so why don’t other schools try this method
and see how it works? We’d probably get more attendance (considering that some
kids miss school because of incomplete assignments, and sleep deprivation), better
grades (low amounts of assignments mean low amounts of missing assignments),
more time for extracurricular activities that can boost college opportunities, and more
enthusiasm and excitement about learning. Because chances are that if making the
grade wasn’t so stressful, there wouldn’t be so much negativity towards school.

by Christine McLachlan
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As new sports are starting their winter
season, fall sports are ending their seasons, such
as ours girl’s tennis team. The tennis team has
had a pretty good season according to sophomore
captain Alex White. “I think that we’ve done
pretty good this season, and I’m proud of
everyone.” The tennis team finished their season
with 6 in 7 wins against their competitors, beating
schools such as Pacific, SBHS and Arroyo Valley.
The Tennis team played their final match against
Cajon on November 1, ending their season.
         “I’m really proud of the team, my favorite
part about this season was watching everybody
improve and become better tennis players,” says
White. “They did great and I am really looking
forward to next season.” The girl’s tennis team
will return for another season next year, and hope
for another great season.

One, Two, Three, Pin! Two shoulders on the mat and the match is over! All of a sudden there’s a crowd cheering
and stomping their feet on the ground full of excitement and pride. The winner is full of pride for he or she has
defeated the opponent; on the other hand the loser is full of shame and regret for losing six points for the team.

This sport is none other than WRESTLING, a sport that requires a lot of endurance, determination, strength, and
self-discipline. It’s not a sport that you play, but one you do.

One of the most stressful things a wrestler goes through is making weight: one ounce over and you can’t
wrestle, which means that during season, junk food is considered a sin. This year this rule has become harder since
there’s a new hydration test that makes sure that wrestlers are losing weight healthfully, preventing wrestlers to
starve themselves to make weight.

This season we have once again changed leagues so they’ll be wrestling in the San Andrea’s League (SAL), which
includes Arroyo Valley, Pacific, and Cajon. “We have a really good chance of winning league this year,” said assistant
coach Mark Sandoval, “If the team is willing to work hard, and if they work on their own as well. It takes more than what’s
required to be a champion!”

Head Coach Terry Urban said, “We have a strong team this year, we have a lot of returnees, both from JV and Varsity
as well as CIF returnees, we should do good if the experienced wrestlers help the new ones.”

After so much drama and confusion going on about who would be the head coach this year it has been determined
that it will be Terry Urban once again. Without a head coach a team cannot exist. The assistant coaches will be former
wrestlers Sandoval, Robert Roqui, and John Calderilla. The captains up to this point have not been fully determined but
one is going to be senior Vicente Polanco. The other captains will be determined once season starts. It sounds like we
are heading towards a great season. Good luck to all the wrestlers out there, we are looking forward to starting off the
season with a pin!

Wrestling: not a sport you play, a sport you do
by Maria Torres

by Stephanie Rossano, Divya Joseph,
and Samantha Carbajal

Yellowjackets seem to be “under  a curse”

          “There’s a game( , Redlands High, lose you’re
out, they’ll try to take the third out real easy. That’s
why we’ve got to show them. “-Sara Macias, Varsity
Captain.
               Determination is the one passion that was paired
with the Varsity Volleyball girl’s team during this season,
enough determination to make it to CIF’s for the first
time in over ten years.
          They warm up before a scrimmage, even coaches
and J. V. players joining in. All you hear is the sneakers
against the floor and laughter. Two players run to their
coach, Tonya Strauss, one crying, but both laughing.
They had both been trying to hit a record- making spike
at the same time. Tonya Strauss has been captain for
five years and as she stands there her eyes sparkle with

admiration at the fact that her team made the C.I.F.
tournament. Captain Marisa Zamorez expresses her
feelings: “It’s just great working with the girls, there’s a
lot of new players. At the beginning we messed up, but
then we regained our teamwork.” They were able to finish
the season with a league record of seven wins and six
losses.
            Wednesday, November 7, 2006 was the date where
the true test was held. Colton High Varsity, third in the
league, had a set date to play Redlands High, first.
        They went in with high expectations, hoping to make
it to the next round. To advance they were expected to
win two out of three games, and the first one began with
Colton losing 25-19. The spirits were down leading to a
25-17 loss in the second game and a 25- 10 final loss,
giving Redlands the victory.
        The girls can take solace in the fact that they did

what no Colton High Volleyball team has done in the past
decade, make the playoffs. Despite their early elimination,
they look forward to victories to come.

by Hannah Macdonald

CIF welcomes  CHS  volleyball  back  after  a  decade

Girls tennis finishes
 a satisfying season

After a 51-27 loss to Canyon Springs High at Moreno Valley on November
24th the Yellowjackets bid the CIF playoffs goodbye.

After  losing at the second round of the playoffs again this year, senior
Defensive Tackle Joe Trujillo  said, “It felt horrible because it feels like we are
under a curse.” The Jackets finished their season with a 9-3 overall record.

The route to the playoffs was difficult but the team persevered. The Home-
coming game was nearly perfect; the Yellowjackets faced off against Pacific at
home and left victorious with a score of 69-6 and continued on to their next
triumph.

The Yellowjackets beat their next challengers, the Arroyo Valley Hawks, earning
them their fifth victory with a score of 66-14 .

During the first half, running back Nick Reyes’ led the Jackets by rushing
122 yards on only four carries. He, along with Quarterback Josh Pope, scored two
touchdowns. In a dominant performance, the Jackets managed to score 69 points
in the first half alone.

Damien Holmes says during the past two games he felt like Superman out
there: “I was flying all over the place.”

The Jackets played Arcadia in their first playoff game, crushing them by a
final score of 54-0.
        The Jackets went into the game against Canyon  Springs with confidence
they had  been given from the Arcadia game. “We had the game won but we were
beat by making mistakes,” says Trujillo. The Jackets turned the ball over three
times in the last 17 minutes of the game, leading to the loss.

Junior  Offensive Tackle Daniel “Tex” Burnard  reflected on the loss and the
entire season: “We had a great year, we played some pretty tough teams. Overall
we have a great bunch of guys and a great coaching staff. We worked hard but
sometimes you just can’t get past certain obstacles.”

by Rebecca Schisler

Colton running back
Travell Washington takes off

Homework not helping?
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Bascom. Name sound familiar? Well it should, being that
we have three on our campus! Garret Bascom is the son of
Brian Bascom and Renee Bascom, two social science teachers
at Colton. Unlike his parents he teaches English, saying that
when he went to college his main goal was to be smart, and he
believed that in studying English he would become so.
But why Colton? Last mid year Bascom traveled to Paris where
he taught, but returned to the familiar faces of Colton, stating
that he wanted to be closer to home, and had always had a
good time while subbing here at Colton. 
            In relation to his family, we’d all assume it might be
weird working with your parents, but not in Garrett’s case “It’s
sometimes awkward, but kind of cool. Also it’s a big school, I
barely see them, in this last year I have probably ran into my
mom three times.”  His biggest inspiration is his father: “My
dad’s the greatest person on earth, except for me,” he laughs.
            The year for Garrett has been smooth according to him,
saying that teachers always say the first year is the toughest
but to him it has been a walk in the park. The biggest problem
facing our generation in his eyes is apathy, and in trying to fix
this he motivates students on things like college or just
basically trying to do better. His biggest message to anyone
willing to hear is “High school is so easy, it’s a joke, it’s a lot
easier than you think. If you just try a little bit you can get out
and succeed.” Good advice that he believes people should
take into consideration, I mean would a Bascom ever be wrong?

The wThe wThe wThe wThe worororororld’ld’ld’ld’ld’s juss juss juss juss just bet bet bet bet betttttttttter witer witer witer witer withhhhh
Bascoms in it!Bascoms in it!Bascoms in it!Bascoms in it!Bascoms in it!

by Angela Beers

For years Colton High School has had clubs
based on religion, the Believers Club being the most
popular. There are many students on campus who
carry a Bible to school with them every day and who
attend the meetings held by the Believers Club. But
what about the kids, religious and otherwise, who
have questions?

Finally there is a club at Colton that isn’t afraid
to ask the impertinent questions: Should a man who
believes in witchcraft be the leader of our country?
Should Christians be able to have prayer sessions
during school hours? This club is the Secular
Humanists Club.

Physics teacher Larry Pearce watches over the
students as they do their thing. Pearce is a card

by Casondra Burnard

To believ e or not to
believ e,
that is the question . . .

carrying secular humanist and is infamous for raising
all holy hell around campus and having fun while
doing so. “If you’re pissing off people with your
questions, it probably means you’re doing something
right.”

The president of the club is senior Donald
Khairullah , a religious person with questions.
Khairullah and other members may be religious, but
Pearce is not. “I lost my faith when I was 12 years
old. When people ask me why, I tell them: I got
saved.” Pearce went on to say, “I always placed God
in the same category as Santa Claus.”

When the Believers Club came up in
conversation, Pearce stated, “I’m resentful of it
because it implies that everyone who isn’t in the
club is a non-believer and is going to hell.”

According to Pearce, the Secular Humanists
Club is not the atheists club, nor is it the Satanists
club. It is a club whose main objective is to ask
questions and discuss the possible answers. The
club is held every other Tuesday after school in
room 50. For more information see Mr. Pearce in that
same room.

by Saige Downs

The CHS marching band has rocked out this year.
On  October 15, 2006 the marching band competed against
fifteen other high schools at Barstow Band Competition.
The band walked away with four awards.  The band advi-
sor, Louis Gonzalez who is known as  “Dr. G” commented
“Focus, is the hardest thing to challenge because you
need to concentrate on the music. I also want the kids to
work their hardest and put their best effort into it.”They
have also been involved in sweepstakes such as highest
“Music Score” among 15 bands, the “Peoples Choice
Awards” which they were voted best by the audience.
Another sweepstake is having the highest scoring band
in Class B and for Highest General Effect Score. Senior,
Yadira Olvera commented, “It’s really fun and exciting.
It’s a lot of work but it is all worth it and it makes me feel
proud. I think the band is always going to be great thanks
to Dr. G.”

Music to our ears!

It’ s a Thursday night and guess where most
people are? Enjoying and walking the streets of Down-
town Redlands at an event called Market Night!

Established in 1988, it has become of the most
successful certified markets in Southern Califor-
nia. It has attracted thousands of people with, lovely
cut flowers, food (junk food, seafood, roasted food…
etc.) and drinks, and many entertainers like magi-
cians, horse drawn carriage rides, face painters,

by Stephanie Rossano

Who likes Market Night? I like Market Night!

Anybody who’s had an AP class has heard of her from their teachers, or maybe you’ve even seen
her around wearing her famous satiric “Got Grades?” shirt. Her reputation definitely precedes her.  Who
is she? She’s senior Mahbuba Hammad, President of the French Club, Vice President of the AVID Club,
Senior Academic Advisor of National Honor Society as well as a member, and in the running for being
our Senior Class Valedictorian. Whew, that’s a
mouthful... Hammad is easily one of the most, if
not the most, well-respected students on cam-
pus, and she rightly deserves that title. She is
not only one of the most ambitious students at
school; she is also one of the most interesting.
She was born in Chile on July 14th, 1989 and can
speak four languages fluently; English, Span-
ish, French, and Arabic. Not only that, but even
her name carries meaning along with it.

The name “Mahbuba” means “beloved” or
simply loved by everyone and can be traced
back to its origins in Swahili. She is definitely an
overachiever and highly motivated. “I see my-
self overcoming all of the obstacles in my path
to attend college and become a pediatrician.”
What sets her apart from other people is that
she’s not only career driven, but she also has a
good heart and shows that she cares. “Once I
am a pediatrician and earn money, I would like to
fulfill my dream of aiding destitute and op-
pressed people. To be honest, I feel that it is my
personal duty to help my Palestinian people, since I constantly remember them every single day of my
life, and since I speak four languages I would like to become a peace advocate in the U.N.”

Mahbuba Hammad is not like some people who lie and cheat their way to the top. In spite of the fact
that she’s highly intelligent, she always aspires for more knowledge. She values integrity and you’ll
often see her in after school tutoring to better herself. Cheating is not an option for her, and she prides
in herself for not being hypocritical. She thinks very highly of herself, and so should you. She is, without
a doubt, an amazing person.

by Marcela Pulido

Got Grades?

English teacher
Garret Bascom

Marching band keeps
racking up trophies

clowns, and musicians including jazz, country, rock,
blues, christian, and classical music. Trust me, you
will not be disappointed when attending this event.

To maintain a safe night you are not allowed to
bring pets, or smoke, and if you’re under the age of
18, you better be out of there by 8 pm, unless you
have an adult with you. Even if it’s 8:01, a cop will
address you and ask your age, and if you’re under
age that’ll be your warning to leave. If chosen not to
then that’s just your own problem. So there are some
rules to this event, but there are less rules and more
fun!

My Chemical
Romance
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Gaining more recognition as the new Green Day rather than a
new My Chemical Romance CD, The Black Parade leaves fans
flustered. With rumors spreading far and wide that they’re now known
simply as “The Black Parade” (no worries, it’s just their alter-ego),
the New Jersey pop-punk group has taken a break from their horror
story and turned to mortality. Vocalist Gerard Way says the old albums
are “a meditation on immortality. And this [new album] is a meditation
on mortality.”

They’re keeping their concept albums intact, but this time instead
of the morbid horror stories of their demolition lovers, they’re
following along The Patient through death and his flashbacks of life.
Way, the band’s mastermind lyricist, says, “This album is a story of
a man, known as The Patient, who dies in a hospital. He goes on an
odyssey and examines his life and the mistakes he has made. His
strongest memory is his dad taking him to a parade when he was a
child. So when death comes for him, it comes in the form of a black
parade.” It’s been said that as a publicity stunt older brother Way
cut his hair extremely short and bleached it to match the effects of
chemotherapy on cancer patients, as it can be assumed from the
track, “Cancer,” that The Patient was a victim of cancer.

There has been a recently backlash from fans that the band has
gone against what they stand for and sold-out to the Green Day,
American Idiot popularity. The reason for this can probably be found
in producer Rob Cavallo who has produced every Green Day album
to date, with the exception of Warning:. There have also been rumors
sprouting about that their record label, Warner Bros., also put
pressure on the band to take the Green Day-esque route to fame.
Way has said that he was influenced by Pink Floyd’s The Wall, The
Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Heart Club, and Queen’s Night at the
Opera. In fact “Welcome to the Black Parade,” holds a close
resemblance in theme and name to Queen’s “The March of The
Black Queen.”

Honorable mentions: Liza Minnelli appears on “Mama” as the
mother of the protagonist.

by Marcela Pulido

In This Lullaby Sarah Dessen introduces Remy, a 17-year-old girl fresh out of high school. Her mother
is a successful writer who is now on her fourth marriage. Because of the example her mother has provided,
including her own experiences in high school, Remy has strongly guarded herself from this thing called love.

The title refers to a lullaby written by her father, a man who couldn’t love his children. The song sings,
“Even if I let you down, this lullaby plays on,” which gives Remy comfort in times when she’s feeling alone.

When a musician named Derek comes into Remy’s life, she knows that there’s something different about
him. He makes her break every rule that she’s set for herself, and it scares her a bit. She struggles to keep their
relationship contained to avoid any heartbreak that she could be vulnerable to. Both of them also have busy
schedules,with Derek’s band, and Remy leaving for college in the fall.

The book’s ultimately a story about a young woman who realizes that love, even with its flaws, is worth
the effort. This book is superior because of the humor-based reality Dessen uses. It’s a very honest portrayal
of the teenager’s life, something that’s hard to find.

A book review by Janae Johnson

The one lullaby that won’t put you to sleep

Welcome to the BlackWelcome to the BlackWelcome to the BlackWelcome to the BlackWelcome to the Black
ParadeParadeParadeParadeParade

Andrew McMahon started off his music career in high
school when he co-founded the alternative-rock band
Something Corporate. The taste of success has been
familiar to him since the band’s debut with Audioboxer.
SoCo (Something Corporate) proved their promising
potential with their albums; Leaving Through the Window
and North along with the popularity of McMahon whom
MTV referred to as “The good looking, shaggy-haired,
thick framed glasses wearing front man.” After recording
and touring with SoCo right out of high school for three
years the band decided to take a break. McMahon finally
got a chance to go home, where he got the inspiration to
continue to write his own songs. Along with his distinctive
vocals and lyrics, he brought his signature piano to the
project that would soon come to be called Jack’s
Mannequin. The initial impulse behind this solo project
was “Locked Doors,” a song he recorded in December
2003, which he felt was too different from previous
Something Corporate material to be one of their songs.
 McMahon began recording the newly written songs

with producer Jim Wirt, who would play guitar and bass over sampled drum tracks, while McMahon
contributed vocals and piano. They later brought in additional musicians such as Bobby Anderson
(formerly of River City High) and Motley Crue’s Tommy Lee to add to the mix. The resulting band
consisted of Bobby Anderson, guitar and back up vocals, Jon Sullivan, bass, and Jay McMillan on
drums. On June 1st 2005, McMahon was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, which is a
cancer of the white blood cells. The illness was diagnosed in the early stages so doctors had very high
hopes for a smooth and full recovery. McMahon’s die-hard fans started numerous projects to raise
money for leukemia awareness. McMahon received various types of treatment over the next couple of
months. August 23, 2005 was a very important day in McMahon’s life. First, it was the day his album
Everything in Transit was released. Second, he would receive a stem cell transplant with his sister
Katie being the donor. Everything in Transit debuted at #37 on the Billboard 200 with over 22,000
copies sold the first week. The stem cell transplant was a complete success and eventually McMahon
fully recovered from his diagnosis. McMahon has since put on benefit shows to further increase
knowledge of leukemia. You can hear Jack’s Mannequin at www.myspace.com/jacksmannequin or on
purevolume.com. They will be coming in December to the Long Beach arena with Panic! at the disco
and Bloc Party. Go check out their music online then experience the band in person. Andrew McMahon’s
passion and energy through his music is bound to inspire and captivate anyone.

CD review by Janae Johnson

Jack’s Mannequin slips through the airwaves

Marie Antoinette is the retelling of France’s iconic but ill-fated queen, Movie credit gives it
four stars in the movie box. The films covers her life from her betrothal and marriage to Louis XVI
at 15 to her reign as queen at 19 and to her beheading in 1793 at the age of 38. Kirsten Dunst as
“Marie-Antoinette” tells the story of the most misunderstood and abused woman in history, from
her birth in Imperial Austria to her later life in France. The Writer and the Director of Marie
Antoinette is Sofia Coppola.

The story begins when a 14-year-old Marie Antoinette is only a pawn in an arranged marriage
meant to solidify the harmony between two nations. Her teenage husband Louis (Jason
Schwartzman); the Dauphin is heir to the French throne. But Marie Antoinette is ill and unprepared
to be the queen.

Marie Antoinette  wasn’t as exciting as I hoped it would be but it was still very interesting to
watch. The movie has show a lot of history about Marie Antoinette. Kirsten was very good as
“Marie Antoinette.” To me the movie had a message, it told me to never worry about what
everyone wants and start figuring out of what you want for your self.

Marie Antoinette will be released on October 20, 2006. It will be rated PG-13 for sexual
content, partial nudity and language.

Movie review by Ericka Gonzales

Maire Antoinette can work it


