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Winter Formal Dance excites shivering ‘Jackets
High School jobs: what’s up with that?
Both Sides Now: Are we all too dang lazy?
Plus!  We review the grusome
new horror film “Hostel”
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ShayneShayneShayneShayneShayne’ sssss
WorldWorldWorldWorldWorld

by Shayne Robinson

fffff uuuuu NNNNN ppppp aaaaa gggggeeeee

“where you at?”
Random shots of

Yellowjackets just chillin’

*compiled from “1,001 facts people get wrong.”

by Ilka Hernando

Propheseyed from the stars*
Robert Campos
Ilka Hernando

Hair and fingernails do not grow after death. The flesh shrinks, giving that impression.
Cutting hair will not make it grow faster or thicker.
Male mosquitoes do not bite. They’re vegetarians.
The “toast” did not originate to wish your guests health. Toasting was to demonstrate, by drinking

first, that the wine was not poisoned.
The Statue of Liberty is not that monument’s name. It is “Liberty Enlightening the World.”

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 19
Don’t dig deeper ditches when you can

build a bridge.

Pisces: Feb. 20 – March 20
You know what you want, so go ahead

and take it.

Aries: March 21 – April 20
Only you know what needs to be done

that will make things go smoothly. Take charge.

Taurus: April 21 – May 21
This New Year has opened new doors for

love, don’t shut it in its face.

Gemini: May 22 – June 22
Don’t sweat the small things.

Cancer: June 23 – July 23
After all the partying, you’re running on

empty. Take some time off to recharge.

Leo: July 24 – Aug. 23
Your bluntness is getting to people; try

to put things in a different way.

Virgo: Aug. 24 – Sep. 23
Keep score on the goods that you’ve

accomplished and trash the bad ones.

Libra : Sep. 24 – Oct. 23
Give yourself some time to look around

the pond for the right fish.

Scorpio: Oct. 24 – Nov. 22
Monotony, although boring, will lead you

into something that’s exciting.

Sagittarius: Nov. 23 – Dec. 22
Keep things on the down low until you’ve

solved it, you’ll be glad you did.

Capricorn: Dec. 23 – Jan. 19
There is no “I” in “team.”

*The writer is not responsible for actions taken by
readers and highly recommends they think for
themselves and laugh at the balderdash of horoscopes
written by completely inexperienced astrologists [rolls
eyes]. Have fun.

Shayne’s world, Shayne’s world, party time
excellent YEAH…Party on readers, party on! Today
we mourn the loss of one of the greatest men alive,
Sheikh Maktoum Rashid Al Maktoum, the ruler of
Dubai. He is, as you all know the owner of Fantastic
Light, Cadeaux Genereux and Shareef Dancer, all
horses of course. We will not forget you Sheikh
Maktoum Rashid Al Maktoum!

On a higher note the semester is almost over, we’re
just one week away. The year seems to be flying by in
that slow, makes-you-want-to-stab-your self, kind of
way.

With all of the advancements in the world of health,
all the miracle cures that are coming around, all the
millions of dollars being spent, it’s hard to believe that
there are a group of scientists that, drum roll
please…have invented…the first…over-the-counter
home fertility test for men. Thank you scientists at
Birmingham University. If you can’t cure AIDS, you
can count men’s sperm.

While we’re on the topic of medicine, you see those
commercials for medicines on T.V. and they’re
supposed to help you get rid of acne or help you fall
asleep or something like that? You ever see the side
effects of that stuff? Take Ambien, for example.  Ambien
is a sleep aid and it’s a good thing; you know you need
to sleep so that your not grumpy, right? Well some of
the side effects for Ambien are arthritis, insomnia, lack
of bladder control, falling, diarrhea, vertigo, vomiting,
bronchitis, and weakness. So those are some of the less
common side effects. The rare side effects are a little
worse: facial swelling due to fluid retention, glaucoma,
gout, heart attack, hemorrhoids, kidney failure,
pneumonia, swelling of the eye (only one eye not both),
and tooth decay. I don’t care how much sleep you’re
missing, is it really worth all of that?

So the other day the Army called me asking me
what my plans for the “future” are. I won’t lie to you, I
was a little worried, I mean, if I tell them I want to be
homeless they’ll try to sell me the “Army” way for hours
or maybe days. The guy that called was good. He made
sure that I was who I was and then started selling the
Army. So he’s talking for like ten minutes and he brings
up military intelligence, and I start to think “James
Freaking Bond , man, that would be bad!” I could blow
cars up and have cheesy one-liners; it would be all kinds
of cool. Then reality set in and I figured they would
have me in some stinking hole getting shot at. I kindly
told the guy on the phone no thank you, I’m gonna be
homeless and happy!

I’d like to take the time to say good bye to all the
seniors that won’t be here next semester, to those few
that worked extra hard to graduate early (all four of
you), good work guys. And to you seniors that did no
work and have to go to a continuation school to
graduate; good-bye, half of the class of ‘06!

ASSEMBLY
CARNIVAL
CHAMPION
CONCERT
COURT
CROWN
DANCE
DODGEBALL
FINALS
FORMAL

JUNIORS
KING
MUSIC
PARTY
QUEEN
SCHOOL
SENIORS
TALENT
TICKET
WINNER

WINTER FORMAL  WEEK WORD SEARCH

This  puzzle contains words associated with
all the fun events of this great week! Have
fun searching for them!
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We got DA Campus news
briefs

Adilene Tellez

4-1-1 . . .

It’ s that time of year again.  Semester finals are just around the corner.  Next week, beginning on
Tuesday, you will begin the never ending battle of two hours in every class, trying to keep the
material straight and finishing on time.  I’m here to try and make your life a little easier.  Here’s the
schedule for next week:

Mon. 23: regular day
Tues. 24: periods 1 and 6/minimum day
Wed. 25: periods 2 and 5/minimum day
Thur. 26: periods 3 and 4/minimum day
Fri.    27: Congratulations! No school!

This weekend you should read over your class syllabus.  By looking at the standards you will be
sure to know what you will find on the test.  Reviewing your notes are much more than reading and
rereading all assignments. You need to read over your notes from lectures and ask yourself questions
on the material you don’t know very well.  Review for a few short periods of time instead of a long
stretch of time.  You will retain the information better.  Go over the main points on a topic and see
everything you can remember about it.  It will show you what you need to study.  Use flashcards!
Especially for the courses you are taking that have many terms.

While taking the test, read all of the directions carefully so you can know exactly what they are
asking for.  Work on the parts that are easy for you first, if you find it difficult, skip it and come back
to it.  If answering essay questions, make a breif outline.  This way you will be organized and your
essay will make more sense.  If you finish early, go back and check your answers.  I don’t mean make
sure they’re all answered, but go through each question and double check it.

The night before the exam, make sure you get plenty of sleep.  In the morning don’t skip breakfast;
make sure you eat something.  It will help you stay focused.  And last but not least, keep you’re eyes
on your own paper.  You don’t want all your hard work to be thrown away.  Best of luck!

by Alyssa Isgett

A two decade-long civil war is
causing children to be trained as
soilders by the age of 12.  Want
to help?  See how you can get
involved on page 3.

Have you been stressed lately?
Do you feel that you have way
too much going on to possi-
bly do anything right?  Learn
how to cope with stress on
page 4.

Hello, 2006!  Wondering how you
will ever make it different than
2005?  Find out how Yellowjackets
plan on spending this year on page
5.

From “Batman” to “Corpse Bride”
to “Nightmare Before Christmas,”
Tim Burton is a man with a pas-
sion for movies.  Check out the trib-
ute to him on page 6/7.

Choir sings the day away.  Find out
what upcoming events the Colton
High School Choir has in store for
us in the club profile on page 10.

“Did you know?”  A section of
new facts that you thought you
knew but you’ll be surprised to
know that you really had no idea.
Read all about it on page 12.

“Follow the yellow brick road...”
But what really happend before
Dorothy dropped in to OZ?  Find
out in a book review found on
 page 11.

The wrestling season has began
with high hopes.  The Colton
High wrestlers are looking for-
ward to a great year. Read about
the upcoming season on page 8.

Finals Exam week looms; check out these study hints to do your best!

Yellowjackets chill and bust moves
                         at Winter Formal Danceby Samantha Hollwedel

High school dances for many students are fun, exciting, and a time to make many memories.
The Winter Formal Dance was exactly that. It was held at the Mitten Building, in Redlands, on January 14th,

2006. The nominees for Winter Queen were Natalie Romo, Samantha Gardner, Andrea Lomeli, April Castell,
and Sabrina Del La Hoya. The King nominees where Greg Ferrer, Sean Daigle, Josh Lomeli, Jesse Serna, and
Enrico “Rico Suave” Daniels. It seemed no surprise when crowd favorites April Castell and Rico “Suave” were
crowned king and queen.

Breanna Fite-Zamudio said, “It was unforgettable.” Everyone danced the night away, and left with many
great memories. For those who went to the winter formal will always remember that night as unforgettable.
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Now everyone at school has to take P.E, right? Well many
Colton High students as well as alumni got the great
opportunity to have Sandra Guidi as a teacher in the last 38
years. Now we have to say good bye to this hard working
woman who has been part of the CHS family for a great chunk
of her life because she is now retiring.

She is leaving her job to be at home with her husband of
thirty years and moving to Pahrump, Nevada in February.
Guidi is a mother of four children and a grandmother of eight
.She greatly enjoys being a grandmother and wouldn’t change it for anything else in
the world.

by Amanda Leyva

It takes 20 minutes for the world to find out about Paris Hilton’s sex life.
It takes 20 years for the world to find out about child abduction.

Imagine your sister or brother, being kidnapped, and sent to the bush being
trained to kill.  The children in Uganda have fear of this happening to them each
night.  Interested in helping?

National Honor Society stumbled across this video called, “Invisible Children.”
Chad Bryant, senior and President of NHS, was given the DVD from his youth
pastor and felt like he needed to do something to help.  Laren Poole, 21, Jason
Russell, 25, and Bobby Bailey, 23, set out on a trip to document the civil war in
Sudan.  Instead they learned the story of children being kidnapped nightly, being
trained to kill.

In 1962, Uganda gained independence but in 1966, Milton Obote declared himself
a solitary ruler among executive powers and banned the Federal and semi-federal
statuses of all kingdoms in Uganda.  In 1971, General Idi Amin entered a fight that
“cleansed” the army of the soldiers loyal to Obote.  Ever since, there has been a Civil
War between the west and south.  Uganda has been behind the rebel Sudanese People’s
Liberation Army fighting the Sudan government in their Civil war.  In 1995 there
was popular support for the LRA abduction of Acholi children.  Hundreds of thousands
of rural residents were urged by the government to relocate in Internally Displaced
Persons (IDP) camps.  This is where many now rely on world food program handouts.
In 1996, there was an abduction of 139 female students from St. Mary’s College.
Finally the struggle in Uganda is brought to International attention.  In 2002 rebels
attacked a Ugandan Army detachment that allowed its army to pursue Kony inside
of Sudan’s border but it resulted with attacks on the unaffected regions to increase in
size and intensity.

Particularly children fled to towns each and every night to escape the abductions.
In 2003, UNICEF executive director, Carol Bellamy, visits Northern Uganda and
declares, “Northern Uganda must be one of the worst humanitarian crises in the
world.”  In 2004, after failed efforts by the government declaring ceasefire and failed
peace talks, fighting resumed.  Today, the war continues.  People have been suffering
for nearly two decades.  The displaced number now is 1.5 million.  In Gulu alone,
there is an estimated 15,000 children each night who sleep in bus parks, emergency
accommodation centers or, in the verandas.  These children are more prone to illness,
hunger, having to move each night, and abuse.  Many don’t go to school but instead
stay in the down during day to find work.  To sum it all up, it’s a war between the
rebels and the military that is putting children in danger.

The rebels attack at night.  They go wherever they can find children and kidnap
them.  They look for children between the ages of five and 12 because they’re young

enough to be taught, yet old enough to carry a gun.  They are forced to kill, 20 or 30
people a day.  They sneak into churches and schools to take more children and force
them to become soldiers while still being an adolescent child.  Whether the child is
abducted or not, all these kids know are guns, uniformed men, and blood.  There is
one major difference between the children in America and the children of Uganda.
The children of Uganda never cry.  If they do, they could be killed.

The kids often only eat once a day.  These children run for their lives, eat very
little, have maybe a pair of pants and a shirt, a mat to sleep on, if they’re lucky they
have a blanket to share with two or more people.  They have their body width space
to sleep, packing as many people together as if they were goods in a warehouse.
Some drink their own urine to survive.

Poole, Russell, and Bailey created this film, “Invisible Children.”  It covers
these four boys, Boni, Tony, Jacob and Thomas.  They are four normal boys.  Boni
could go on tour to be a dancer, if he hadn’t been born in Uganda.  Tony left the
filmmakers with one request, “Don’t forget about me.”  Jacob was kidnapped, trained
as a soldier and escaped by the age of 14.  Thomas would love to become a teacher
but his studies are put aside because he often has to run for his life.

Poole, Russell, and Bailey set a goal to raise $20 million to build a house of hope
for the invisible.  They want a safe community in which the affected children of the
war in Northern Uganda can receive health care, education and a peaceful night’s
sleep.  InvisibleChildren.com says, “Our desire is to empower the western world to
empower Ugandans to build and manage a house of hope.  It will be a place of
education, rehabilitation and ultimate peace for all Ugandans affected by the war.”

This would never happen in America.  Why?  In Uganda there are so many
children who go unseen.  Thousands of children go each day, invisible.  According to
the video, “Invisible because they roam distant battlefields, away from public scrutiny.
Invisible because no records are kept of their numbers or age.  Invisible because their
own armies deny they exist.”

The war is still going on.  The three filmmakers thought they’d do more, a lot
more.  They need our help.  They need our time, our talent, and our money.  They
want to raise $800,000 in five months.  The officers in National Honor Society got
together and decided that this is something they really want to do.  Bryant says,
“The goal for NHS is to raise money to help build a safe community for the children
of Uganda to live in.  I believe that if we can raise money to help other organizations,
then we can help raise money for the children of Uganda no one really knows about.”
NHS will be holding a movie night in the auditorium in February where you can see
the film and find a way to help.  “We will be going from class to class in February so
please donate to the kids in Uganda.”  The revolution has begun.  “The Final Story”
of these invisible children will be in theaters 2006.

by Alyssa Isgett

Veteran P.E. teacher Sandra Guidi saying goodbye
Being a badminton coach for thirty-three years

and handling the drill team for seven years has made
her work experience a great one. She also coached
the tennis team and freshmen volleyball team. Her
favorite part of work was her students. She believes
that Colton High School has the best kids around!
“This has been a pleasurable yet challenging and
rewarding journey for me,” says Guidi. She loved
her job very much and looked forward to coming
everyday to work because she knew everyday would
be a new and exciting day. “I think that every
individual should be able to experience having a job
that they look forward to going every morning,” she
says.

On behalf of Colton high School we thank you for all your hard work and effort in
the last thirty-eight years. You will be missed and greatly appreciated.

S1 singing group mixes rhythm ‘n’ blues with positivS1 singing group mixes rhythm ‘n’ blues with positivS1 singing group mixes rhythm ‘n’ blues with positivS1 singing group mixes rhythm ‘n’ blues with positivS1 singing group mixes rhythm ‘n’ blues with positive messagese messagese messagese messagese messages

The Invisible Children need your help
NHS teams with relief organization to bring plight of Africa’s lost kids to national awareness

After 38 years, beloved
coach retiring

Memorial Stadium was rockin’ to the soulful sounds of
SI in a musical concert last Friday afternoon.  S1 is Kjae,
A.D, and Dayze. They are an R&B group, but they wanted
to show Colton what they call OUR&B which is “Our version
of Rhythm & Blues today.” They sing about real down to
earth stories that happen to everyday people and write positive
music that fans of Stevie Wonder and B2K will enjoy.

They performed on the football field during 6th period.
They had their own MC introduce them and they all came

by Jackie Alcantar out and introduced themselves to their audience. They
performed with plenty of energy and impressive dance moves.
In between songs they gave away posters and CD’s to the
audience who responded with respect and participation. Their
performance was an overall success. People in the crowd were
moving to the music. Many carried hand lettered signs of
support and the boys definitely received the attention they
deserved. Their debut self titled album is currently out and
you can purchase it at Tower records stores, or visit their
website S1MUSIC.COM.
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Yes we are. So what?
Sophomore Saige Downs

     Yes, and it hurts us
Sophomore Ana Gonzales

AreAreAreAreAre
AmericaAmericaAmericaAmericaAmericansnsnsnsns
too lazy?too lazy?too lazy?too lazy?too lazy?

by Amanda Miller

A recurring column by various
staff members

You wake up to discover that you’re already running late for school,
you’re out of gas, the freeway is packed, the line to Starbucks is half way
around the block, and there are no parking spaces left on campus. Stressed
yet? Well believe it or not these are dilemmas that most Yellow jackets
face on a daily basis. Stress is one of the fastest growing conditions in the
country. So in other words, relax. Life is short, but not so short you have
to spend every minute of every day wondering if fate is going to throw a
monkey wrench in your plans.

There are ways to cope with stress. For example, senior Brian Vasquez
exercises. “Working out is my way to cope
with stress, it helps me channel my anger in
a healthy way.” Exercise has been proven
to release stress and is good for the body
and mind. If that’s not your style try what
helps senior Chad Bryant. “ Surfing is
my anti-stress, it calms me down when
I’ve had a hectic day and keeps me
in tune with my thoughts.”

Lets face it: these are all
good ways to deal with stress
but different things cause
different people to lose it a
little. So if surfing or exercise
aren’t your idea of a getaway
from stress, keep looking, it’s
just finding yourself. So after
the bells have rung and the
halls are empty, when you’ve
found a parking spot, and
you start your day, you’ll
realize you found your
getaway: it’s you.

Stressed? Learn to relax
by Jonathan Carrasco

Being lazy is tending to not have the following things: 1. Energy, 2. Confidence,
and 3. Much sleep. People that are not lazy tend to have the opposite: Lots of
confidence, lots of energy and lots of sleep (about 8-9 hours). Imagine you come

home from school, sit on the couch and turn on the TV.  Your mom wants you
to clean the house so it sparkles when she gets home from work at five. You

rush to clean the kitchen and every room in the house. You cleaned it up in
a new record of 10 minutes. Your mom comes home and her first words

are: “have you been lazy today?”
 People are lazy about homework!  Teachers say, “Do your

homework or suffer the consequences.” You are at the dining
room eating a peanut butter sandwich and it is 9:00 pm. You

didn’t remember that you had homework!!!! You go to bed at
9:30. The next morning, when you walk to school, and arrive to

your first period class, the teacher comes by and asks, “Where’s your
homework?”

The teacher gives you an F.
Another lazy thing is trash. Why can’t you just walk to a nearby

trash can and throw your trash away. It only takes five seconds to throw away a
piece of trash!!

Why do we consider ourselves lazy? We’re just not doing enough work!  Do you
want to sit on the couch and watch TV all day and all night? Do you want to be the
“World’s laziest person in the entire universe?” Not being lazy can make a
difference…trust me.

Microwaves, fast food restaurants, and frozen food are some of the
greatest creations ever! The microwave led teenagers to laziness.  Some people
have quick, accessible food for three meals everyday. This invention of the heating
box with the digital number buttons has caused kids not to know how to cook.
  Unfortunately I have a passion for my microwave. It heats up my
delicious leftovers and warms up things that need to be warmed up for a
few seconds. I love to cook and most of the time I am forced by a
sibling to cook because an adult isn’t around or the adult just needs
cooking classes.
  Speaking of bad food at home, what’s the first thing teenagers
do when they get their drivers license?  Get fast food! There’s
nothing wrong with fast food except all the grease and fat that
could clog your arteries then you would eventually die of a heart
attack or high cholesterol. Fast food is what it says, fast. It’s made for
people who are in a hurry (or just lazy.) We are not only lazy when it
comes to food but also technolgy.  Take the TV remote control. We get to
sit down on the couch in front of the TV, eating our fast food, watching our
butts expand each minute and with the click of a button, we hold the universe at our
fingertips.
  I can go on and on saying how our society is lazy.  Kids live with this kind of
laziness most of their lives and I am happy I grew up with it and I look forward to
new inventors that will hopefully lead to more laziness. I love the microwave, I
love the car I can drive in, I love buying things I don’t have make by hand, I love
being lazy.

Many people take advantage of being a teenager and don’t
appreciate what is given to them. I often hear people say, “my
parents are ruining my life!!” I beg to differ that all parents
are ruining the lives of their children. In fact, I’ll bet the only
reason they are ruining your life is because you aren’t getting
something you want. I’m not critizing you, I just want to show my appreciation for what
I have in my life.

First off, my parents don’t ruin my life at all; in fact they are my best friends. My
mom, Catheryne, is my BEST friend in the world. She has been through a lot and she
taught me how to be strong when something goes wrong. She may not be rich and live in
some fancy mansion with thirty cars, but she does take me everywhere and listens to
every word I say. My stepfather, Tim, is the best stepfather in the world. If he sees something
that reminds him of me, he always buys it and brings it home for me. He has taken me to
school functions when my mom couldn’t, he takes me to NASCAR for my birthday and
before school starts every year, and he always makes sure that everything is good in my
life. My father, Grant, has taught me how to cook cool foods and sweet treats, helped me
build my A.P. Physics projects when I was lost, and always takes me shopping when I
need a new Beatles sweater. My brother Derek, although we may not always get along, I
love him very much. I’m glad he is my brother. He always thinks of me when he’s out.  He
brings me home Chinese food because he thought I might be hungry and he always
makes sure that I have every last Dale Earnhardt Jr. collectable in the world. The neighbor
I’ve known since I was just a baby, Larry Pearce, always made a difference in my life. His
kids would baby sit me when my parents were out. My best friend, Kayla Rachelle, is the
greatest friend ever. No matter what, I can count on her to be there for me and I will
always be there for her too. She will always be my twin! My wonderful Starbucks partner,
Ilka, is the only one I can count on to make me laugh so hard that I could probably die of
laughter. Last but certainly not least, the greatest twins I know, Jessica and Alyssa, make
me yummy cookies, go with me to Coldstone and stick frosting on my face on New Year’s
Eve. We still continue to play the same game we have played since we were two, tag.

Even if you think that your life “couldn’t get worse”, the reality is, it is already great.
If you just take the time to sit down and appricate the people in your life and everything
they do for you, you’ll realize that you have a great life.
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What are you going to do toWhat are you going to do toWhat are you going to do toWhat are you going to do toWhat are you going to do to
make this year better thanmake this year better thanmake this year better thanmake this year better thanmake this year better than

last?last?last?last?last?

“Not get in
any fights”
-Sophomore
Adaneli Avila

“Throw a million
parties!!!”
-Senior Matthew
Mendoza

“Come to school”
-Senior Vanessa
Ebarra

“Come up
with a better
senior prank”
-Senior
Josiah Gasso

“Here take some money! Enjoy!” “Hey you, want 500 bucks?!” Ha!
Don’t you wish it were that easy? That would be the life. You could do
whatever, and get whatever you’d like. Too bad money doesn’t come for
free. We all know everyone likes to make money. Everyone likes to go shop-
ping or go places that consist of flashing those bills. Sometimes, (if you’re
lucky), you get some cash from your parents or grandparents. Other times,
it’s all on you.

Getting money is hard work when you’re a teenager. I, for one, know
this. And getting a job is even harder. Some places have an age limit, or just
involve “family business.” Most of the time, places set their standards too
high and make it unable for us teens to get experience. Experience is what
we need most. Especially at our age. These high school years are just prepa-
ration for, what adults like to say, “The Real world.”

Finding a job doesn’t just happen either. You have to make it happen.
But you shouldn’t go after any jobs that aren’t related to any of your inter-
ests. You have to focus on your skills the most. You don’t want to be work-
ing at Best Buy and not know a thing about computers, music, or anything
else they sale in that store. So finding a job that’s right for you is hard as
well.

I think most high school kids, (with the age of 16-?) should be able to
get a job anywhere they like. As long as you qualify for the job and plan on
showing up and working; I don’t see a problem with it. I think it’s a good
experience for us. We all need the money every now and then.

by Stephanie Rossano

It’s safe to say that football is the biggest sport at Colton, right? Throngs of
people go to the big games on Friday nights. Your math class has been turned to a
place to discuss scores and stats. Allen Bradford is the “king” of Colton. Football is
definitely the “ultimate guy’s sport.” I think most would agree that the “ultimate girl
sport” is volleyball, because 1) girls are just naturally better at the sport and 2)
there’s no boys team at CHS. It’s been that way for a long time.

So football and volleyball are pretty much the only sports teams on campus
without a team for each gender. However, every once in a while, all the classes
gather to participate in the much celebrated Powderpuff match. People go crazy for
Powderpuff. It’ s all over the announcements, people have paint all over the faces and
clothes, guys are screaming, girls are taking steroids. It’s madness! For that brief
time, it seems like everything stops and all people can talk about is Powderpuff. It’s
the one time that all the girls get to play the “ultimate guy sport.”

But what if a guy wants to play the “ultimate girl sport?” A lot of guys like
volleyball, but the only time we get to play is at P.E., and that all depends on your
teacher, or if you even have P.E. at all. I personally think volleyball is the most
entertaining sport to play. When people are sprinting and leaping and diving to get
the ball over the net, the game gets so tense; it’s really exciting. But whenever I’m
pumped up to play, there will always be someone going, “Awww foo, volleyball is for
girls, foo.” And these will be the same guys dressing up in skirts and tossing around
pompons for Powderpuff.

So I was wondering, how come Colton doesn’t have a boy’s volleyball team?
I’ve a heard a slew of answers, including that it’s because of the division we’re in
and the schools we play against don’t have boys teams either. Well I don’t know
about that, but I know that we’re moving to a different division where we’ll be
playing against schools like San G. and Cajon; schools that I know have boy’s teams.
Some say it’s because there aren’t enough guys interested. Not true. Sophomore
Wissam Itani says, “If there were a boys team here, I’d join for sure. Volleyball isn’t
just for girls.” And sophomore Adrian Petaia says, “I know a lot of guys who play.
I would try out for the team.”

I just don’t think it’s fair. I have all this amazing magnificent talent, and it’s just
wasting away because some in this school thinks it’s unmanly to like volleyball. I’m
from Oceanside, a city where volleyball skills are encoded into your DNA. And at
my old school, everyone from this 7-foot tall black guy to a 4-foot tall Asian girl
played. And now that I’ve moved here, that’s been taken away from me. You know
what that’s like? That’s like reaching into me and tearing up my DNA. Do I go
tearing up your DNA? No I do not. So I’m going to try my hardest to get a boys team
started. If you see one next year, know that good ol’ Bowie did something helpful for
a change. If not, hey! I could always cheer for Powderpuff.

by Richard Bowie

The teenage struggle to find work puts a
strain on the lives of students

Seperate but equal?

Turn



Year released
1987

Stars
Alec Baldwin (Adam)
 Geena Davis (Barbara)
 Michael Keaton (Beetlegeuse)
 Rachel Mittelman (Little Jane)
 Winona Ryder (Lydia)

Plot
In Beetle Juice, Adam and Barbara get into a car accident and die; they don’t realize they have died until they
get home. The Deets, the new owners, move into the house and right away, Adam and Barbara don’t like it.
They do everything to try to get rid of them but none of their little tricks work. Finally they hire Beetlegeuse
(pronounced as Beetle Juice) who says he can get rid of the people living in their house. Will Beetlegeuse be
able to get rid of the Deets? I don’t want to ruin the story too much so I’ll leave it to you to watch this movie
and find out.

Why should you watch it?
You have it all…you have the horror, the comedy, and the fantasy!

Memorable quote
“Ah well… I attended Juilliard… I’m a graduate of the Harvard Business School. I travel quite extensively. I
lived through the black plague and had a pretty good time during that. I’ve seen the exorcist about a hundred
and sixty-seven times, and it keeps getting funnier every single time I see it…not to mention the fact that
you’re talking to a dead guy…now what do you think? You think I’m qualified?”-Beetlegeuse

Year released
2005

Stars(voices)
Johnny Depp
Helena Bonham
Carter
Emily Watson
Paul Whitehouse
Joanna Lumley

Plot
In  Corpse Bride,
A man, after
butchering his lines at his wedding rehearsal, is
sent into the woods to practice his vows. He per-
forms his vows perfectly and places the ring on a
twig on the ground. It turns out the twig was re-
ally the hand of the Corpse Bride, who now claims
she is his legal wife.

Why should you watch it?
It’ s a good movie. If you want to see it you won’t
be disappointed. If you don’t want to see it, it might
be a pleasant surprise.

Memorable quotes
Victor Van Dort- “Tomorrow, Victoria, we are to
be…[Struggles to say ‘ married’]
Victor  Van Dort:
“Mmmm…mmmm…mmmm...”
Victoria Everglot: [small giggle] “…married.”

Year Released- 1990
 
Stars- Johnny Depp (Edward), Winona Ryder
(Kim), Anthony Michael Hall (Jim), Vincent Price
(the Inventor)
 
Plot- Horror legend Vincent Price made his last
appearance on the big screen as a debonair inven-
tor in the fairy tale-ish Edward Scissorhands. The
movie is easily recognized as fable in which an
old grandmother tells her young granddaughter
about the origin of snow in a beautiful tale of her
youth in which she meets a remarkable young man
named Edward.

The story centers on a woman named Peg,
the local “Avon representative,” and her family. After desperately trying to sell to the local women,
Peg decides to go to the eerie house on the hill to try to make a sale. There she meets Edward, an
innocent boy with scissors for hands, and who looks like he’s spent his whole life around Robert
Smith from the Cure. Seeing as he has no family to look after him, Peg decides to take him to live
with her and her family. There, Edward tries to fit into the pastel world chalk full of snooping
women, promiscuous neighbors and fanatical Christians, who believes he is filled with the essence
of Satan (roll eyes and laugh).

Edward fits in fairly well with the people of the neighborhood; he cuts their dogs’ hair and
grooms the women. But after an incident with Peg’s daughter Kim and her idiot boyfriend, Jim, the
people of the street turn on him, which eventually leads to him being forced to return to his life of
solitude atop the hill with nothing but the carving of beautiful ice sculptures to do. The shavings
from the ice are, in fact, what makes it snow.
 
Why should you watch it? The movie is one that’s been enjoyed by families since its release. It
also the major breakthrough role of Johnny Depp (who had previously done a small role in A
Nightmare on Elm St.), and was the first of the many movies that the duo Depp-Burton have made
together. On another note, a fun little piece of trivia, Burton created the role of the inventor espe-
cially for his idol, Vincent Price.
 
Memorable Quote- “Before he came down here, it never snowed. And afterward, it did. If he
weren’t up there now, I don’t think it would be snowing. Sometimes you can still catch me dancing
in it.” -Kim

Year Released: 1993

Stars: Chris Sarandon (voices Jack), Danny Elfman ( Jack’s singing parts),
Catherine O’Hara (voices Sally),  William Hickey ( voices Dr. Finklestein)
, and Glenn Shadix ( voices The Mayor)

Plot:  In this twisted take on Christmas, we are introduced to Jack
Skellington, A.K.A. The Pumpkin King, who reigns
over Halloween town, a place where, obviously, Oc-
tober 31st is the most anticipated day of the year. The
story opens up with a song that basically sums up
what the town is all about, while they celebrate an-
other successful Halloween. Even though the night
went well, Jack feels disappointed, like something is
missing. This is when he wanders into the nearby for-
est and stumbles into doorways that lead into differ-
ent holiday themed lands. He is very intrigued by the
Christmas tree door and the curiosity takes over.

This door takes him to Christmas town where
everything is colorful and bright (a big change from
the dark gloomy setting of his Halloween town.) He
falls in love with the feeling of Christmas and starts
to concoct a new plan in his head. Of course Jack can
hardly wait to get home and share his experience with
his friends. He brings home all different kinds of good-
ies from Christmas town to show, but it doesn’t seem
like they get the hang of it. Regardless, Jack decides to take over Christ-
mas and replace Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. His secretly admiring

Year released- 1989

Stars- Michael Keaton (Batman), Jack Nicholson (The Joker), Kim
Basinger (Vicki Vale)

Plot outline- Gotham City, a dark and dangerous place, with only the
corrupt police to protect it, when it comes under the attack of an insane
clown, The Joker,
and his army of
crooks. Arriving
at the same time
is the Dark
Knight of
Gotham City, a
masked vigilante,
Batman. Through
the movie
Batman and the
Joker confront
each other and
seem evenly matched. That is until the Joker unleashes his master plan.
The Joker will flood the city with toxic gases that will drive everyone
insane. The Joker and Batman have their final confrontation in the top of
a church bell tower, and only one of them is walking away.

Why People Should watch- I’ve seen every Batman movie ever made,
and this without a doubt is the greatest one. There are a lot of people that
feel because Batman has no super powers he can’t be a superhero; this
couldn’t be further from the truth. Batman is the hero inside of all of us,
the need to do the right thing no matter what. This movie, this hero, is one
that every one can relate to and take something from even if it’s just tak-
ing a break and relaxing for two hours to watch a movie.

Quote-The Joker- Tell me something, my friend. You ever dance with
the devil by the pale moonlight?

Year released- 2005

Stars- Johnny Depp (Willy Wonka), Freddie Highmore (Charlie Bucket), Helena Bonham
Carter (Mrs. Bucket), Christopher Lee (Wilbur Wonka)

Plot outline- When the eccentrically sweet Chocolatier, Willy Wonka, makes an announce-
ment that he will allow five (and only five) children into his marvelous chocolate factory,
it sends the world into hysterics. People are practically selling their children to find the
five golden tickets that will allow them to enter the chocolaty Promised Land.  The world
that awaits them is hardly what one would expect from the chocolate industry: multiple
dwarves, drowning gluttons, expanding anti-social’s, and rapid squirrels barely touch the
surface of what the five little “darlings” are in store for.

The most notable difference of the movie is only that of giving a back-story to Willy
Wonka, making him the son of a dentist who (besides designing a set of braces that could
be used as a torture device) deprives his son of any and all candy. The deprivation of
sugar is what sets of Wonka to be the great candy man that he grows up to be, and also
renders him physically incapable of saying the word “parents.” (And still, parents think
that braces will have no repercussions on a child later in life, ha! Gotta love irony!)

Why should you watch it? - It’s a more accurate take on the beloved children’s classic than the original. Besides,
watching Johnny Depp base the character of Willy Wonka on Marilyn Manson and old talk show hosts’ makes for an
interesting time. As for my personal reason? Senile old Grandma Georgina, if not for anything else, I love the random
phrases that the bed-ridden old coot spews at the most random moments

Memorable Quote- “Everything in this room is eatable. Even I am eatable, but that, my dear children, is called
‘Cannibalism’ and is in fact frowned upon in most societies.” –Willy Wonka

friend Sally, a new take on the rag doll look, warns Jack that she has a
very bad feeling about this idea of his, but he chooses to ignore it and
go on with his plans. Sure enough as children get out of their beds on
Christmas Eve and open their presents, they are greeted with shrunken
heads, snakes, evil ducks, and so forth.

As Jack is delivering all the evil presents to kids around the
world, his accomplices, Lock, Shock, and Barrel, kid-
nap Dear ol’ “Sandy Claws” and disobey Jack’s or-
ders by taking him to Oogie Boogie, Halloween
town’s most evil character. Jack finally realizes what
he had done was wrong after his sleigh led by me-
chanically powered reindeer and his faithful dog Zero
gets shot down by police forces. He scurries to save
Santa Claus and make everything right again.

Why should you watch it?: If you want something
out of the ordinary then this is the movie for you.
The imaginative eye of Tim Burton is brought to the
screen with computer enhanced- stop motion ani-
mation, some of which was never seen before this
movie. Its unique story line and catchy songs (done
by Danny Elfman) will draw you in time after time.
The combination on Burton and Elfman seems to
never fail.

Memorable Quote: “Oh, there’s an empty place in my bones that calls
out for something unknown, the fame and praise come year after year,
does nothing for these empty tears.”

TTTTTHE MHE MHE MHE MHE MAAAAAGIGIGIGIGICAL WCAL WCAL WCAL WCAL WORLD OFORLD OFORLD OFORLD OFORLD OF     TIM BURTIM BURTIM BURTIM BURTIM BURTONTONTONTONTON
Gather ‘r ound, kiddies, for a spook-tacular review of the films of one of Hollywood’s most creative talents: from a demented Candymaker to a
Caped Crusader, from an undead showman to a magical melding of Halloween and Christmas, from a lonely boy with scissors for hands to a

cross-dressing director of schlocky 50s flicks, Tim Bur ton has emerged as one of our finest filmmakers.

Edward ScissorhandsEdward ScissorhandsEdward ScissorhandsEdward ScissorhandsEdward Scissorhands

Beetlejuice
The Nightmare before

Corp se Charlie and the Chocolate
Brid e

Christmas

BATMAN Factoryby Robert Campos
by Robert Campos

by Sarah Kozeak

by Shayne Robinson

by Janae Johnson

by Ericka Gonzalez
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by Elysa Arroyo, with additional reporting by Jeanine Hernandez

Soccer is alive and kicking

The wrestling team kicks off the new season with
high standards and expectations. Last season the team
did excellent placing second in league. The wrestlers
are planning on excelling to their highest expectation.
Top teams competing include Redlands East Valley
and  A.B. Miller. The wrestlers plan on beating the
best teams out there. They are proving that so far
with victories over Fontana and Eisenhower. The
Yellow jackets fought in a close match against
Yucaipa losing to a tiebreaker of 42- 42 with Yucaipa
meeting the Criteria F.

The team is hoping for a smooth season, says
senior captain Greg Ferrer. “The team is hoping to
excel their highest expectations.”

The whole team from last season is returning,
including a few newcomers. The key players that
competing schools better look out for include seniors
Greg Ferrer and John Garcia and juniors Vicente
Polanco, Shane Bidney and Sonny De La Rosa.
Leading the team is coach Richard Urban. The
wrestlers have a bright future for their season and
plan to take it all the way.

Boys Basketball is back and ready for actionBoys Basketball is back and ready for actionBoys Basketball is back and ready for actionBoys Basketball is back and ready for actionBoys Basketball is back and ready for action

Wrestling kicks it off
with great expectations

by Arline Cruz

The girls basketball teams have yet again began their season for this year. With new girls and a new style,
they have victories to come. Throughout the summer and in basketball PE these girls have trained themselves

to be ready for new challenges coming their way.
         Last year’s team did not have the best record,
which makes them more motivated to try harder
this year. This year’s captains are three returning
players: Monica Kyle, Mayra Hernandez and
Charlene Macias. The captains have shown to
have a plan to lead their team to victory, and in
style, of coarse. This year’s coaches Scott
Sunderland (Varsity) and Cynthia Rodriguez
(Junior Varsity)  have motivated the teams to be
their best and put all their effort into the game.
           Varsity Captin Monica Kyle says, “We
have improved from last year but we still have a
lot of chemistry to build. I hope to win a couple
games this year.” Junior Syquenna Bradley
finishes with her opinion of the team this year:
“We are better than last year, especially attitude
wise, I think we’ll win some games. If we improve
on our boxing out and rebounding we’ll be set.”

She shoots... she scores!
by Samantha Carbajal

Varsity Boy’s basketball continues their hard work,
maintaining a 3-5 record, with a game on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17th against A.B Miller.

Captains and seniors DeShay Taylor and Mar cel
Dawson led their team to victory against Rialto on Fri-
day, January 14th.  Junior Brandon Murphy , #30, says
the game was a “perfect example of us working together
as a team, and what we can accomplish.”

As for the season, Murphy says “We’ve gone
through a lot of difficulties, but we always stive to do

our best.” Between longtime coach Peter Goldkorn, ex-
cellent captains and talented players, the team has much
to look forward to.

According to Senior Anr e Bell, #24, their record
was “8-2 in the fall league.” Which inidicates a fantas-
tic ability for endurance. “The team is improving every
year,” continues Bell, “ I hope we make it to the play-
offs. We just have to work harder, work together, and
we’ll come through.”

The Junior Varsity Team has (as of press time)
two wins and a loss and can be expected to maintain a

strong pace. They’ve added two able freshman, Issac
Fonosh and Mar co Mayorga, to their rapidly improv-
ing team. “I think since I’ve been on the JV team,” says
Fonosh, “I’ve been playing better than when I first started.
I have more confidence in my skills. I hope that, for the
season, we keep winning and only [have] our one loss.”

The Frosh team is struggling with a record of 1-5,
but is working hard to improve. “We need to pay more
attention, be more focused on the games,” assesses fresh-
man Robert Downs, “We just need more practice, the
team gets along fine.”

      The Colton high school girls soccer team is
working hard to finish str ong. After  a loss to
Yucaipa, a tie with Fontana, a loss to Redlands, a
win at Eisenhower, a loss at Rialto and a loss at
A.B. Miller , the team feels that if they work at it
they can “run the table” in their  remaining games.
“If we work together  we can easily win the rest of
our games,” says senior Casey Cardoza. With half
the season left to go the team has plenty  of time to
turn things around and finish strong.

Ar e you ready for soccer?  Yes, soccer!  It’s
already here and so is the end of the semester.
We are half way done!  Soccer is alive and kickin’
this year.  They expect nothing but the best for
the rest of their season.  The team has quite a
few new  players.  On the boys side, senior Tim
Hazelton says their key players this year are
Jake Either and Eddie Munster.  So far they have
played great games with only one loss to
Redlands and a tie with Fontana.

Boys Girls
by Melissa Medina

Soccer Schedule
TODAY Colton @ Fontana 3:15 p.m.

1-25-06Wed Yucaipa @ Colton 4:45 p.m.

1-27-06Fri Redlands @ Colton 4:45 p.m.

2-1-06 Wed Colton @ Eisenhower 3:15 p.m.

by Shayne Robinson

2-3-06 Fri Rialto @ Colton 4:45 p.m.

2-8-06 Wed Colton @ Miller 3:15 p.m.

2-10-06Fri REV @ Colton 4:45 p.m.
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Most people think that to be profiled in the Pepper Bough, you have to be
in a ton of AP classes or some kind of sports star. But let’s face it; reading
about those types of students over and over again is boring. Senior Adrianna
Kelley is proud to be a normal everyday student.

Ar e you in any clubs or sports or AP classes?
“I work! That’s what I do.”
Where do you work?
“At Bakers. It’s cool, but there’s just too many rude customers.”
What do you plan on doing after high school?
“I’m going to Fullerton State to get my Bachelor’s Degree in the medical

field.”
To do what?
“To be a pediatrician. I love kids and babies.”
What do you in your spare time besides work at Bakers?
“Go to the mall, the movies, hang out with friends, talk on the phone,

SLEEP!”
What’ s your advice to underclassmen on how to be successful in high

school?
“Just don’t act up. It’ll turn on you. And watch your GPA, they check it.”
Is there anything else you want to tell the students of Colton High?
“Just ’06 baby!”
Adrianna Shanice Kelley was born on October 13th 1988. Her favorite food is gumbo; her favorite artist “right now” is

Trina. She loves purple and “It’s all about the Raiders!” She epitomizes what it is to be a normal student, and she wouldn’t
have it any other way.

A dr ianna “r aids” our minds
A Student Profile
by Richard Bowie

“If it were easy, everyone would do it.” This has been the
motto for the Colton High School choir for over 50 years and
club advisor Janis Aldrich  believes choir with only grow
stronger with this kind of attitude. “They can’t expect things
to be handed to them, they have to work for what they want.
The arts are not just for talented people, anyone that works
hard will tell you that.”

President and senior Heather Shaw has been a part of

Choir sings us a tune with all the right keys
A Club Review
by Justine Plemons

If he isn’t teaching or saving the world from germs,
what does he do? What kind of person is he when he is not
picking on freshmen (all in good fun, or course). That’s right,
it’s Jonathan Scott Le (popularly known as Mr. Le) and don’t
worry any doubts will be cleared and more that you may
have about him.

Le is one of the most popular
teachers at Colton High and it is
probably because of his casual, fun,
but effective teaching style. But
behind this laid back demeaner lies
a story of a young man who defied
the odds, escaping from war-torn
Vietnam as a refugee, battling to
learn a new language, and
persevering despite tremendous odds
to fulfill a lifetime dream.

So did this delightful teacher
who has a strong passion for science
always want to be a teacher? The
answer is no, Le wanted to be a
doctor for children with cancer
(pediatric oncology) but he did not fulfill this dream of his.
He couldn’t stand seeing the fact that the children were
suffering from extreme pain and there was nothing much he
could do. But he still wanted to pursue a career where he

choir since her freshman year and even though it’s had its
ups and downs, she’s glad she stuck with it because it has
been a great learning experience. Although Choir is a club,
not everyone can join. An audition piece is required to enter
and you will have to make some room in your schedule,
because it doesn’t take place outside of school.

Choir holds a winter concert every year and they sing
seasonal music, which sometimes features the wind ensemble
and jazz band. Choir has shown bright for generations and
it seems to be hitting a right note.

would be around children but under happier circumstances. So
he became a biology teacher at  Colton High School and has
been teaching here for four years. Le tries to encourage students
to go to college and create a better future for themselves and
also create a better society, but he understands that not every
one was made for a four-year college and he tries to encourage
everyone to be themselves.

When asked to sum his personality up in two words, he
called himself, “dynamic and random.” Everyone who knows
Le knows that he is mysophobic (fear of being contaminated

by dirt or germs) and he cleans every surface
of his classroom several times a day (if you
think that’s bad you should see him when
someone sneezes!). Le is intelligent but he
isn’t all work and no play. He has fun with
life’s simplest of things.  He is down to earth
and laid back and that’s why he mingles well
with people of all ages.

Le’s passion for science is legendary but
he also has another passion; traveling. He
has visited around ten countries including
Costa Rico, Panama, Australia and recently
Thailand. He speaks his native Vietnamese,
some broken Spanish and wants to learn
French. He also greatly enjoys fishing and
dining out.

Le has made a positive impact on all his
students and it is because of him that studetns actually enjoyed
biology and still do. He says that he tries to do whatever he can
to help students achieve their goals and if you don’t know Le
yet, let him make a positive impact on you too.

Dissecting the mind of Mr. Le
A Teacher Profile
by Divya Joseph

Buenos días yellow jackets
hemos empezado UN Nuevo
Año 2006. El 2005 fue un año
desastroso para las mayorías de
las personas fue uno de los
peores años.

En el 2005, hubo muchos
desastres naturales y algunas
tragedias.En el 2005, hubo
cuatro Huracanes que
destruyeron muchas viviendas y
murieron personas pero esto es
algo de las cosas  que pasaron
en el 2005. El Huracán Dennis
fue el primer huracán que hubo,
después el huracán  Katrina fue
él mas fuerte de todos.

Katrina destruyo Nueva
Orleáns y todo la costa del golfo.
Rita fue nombrada como la
hermana huracán de Katrina por
que hizo lo misma destrucción
que Katrina.

Wilma fue él ultimo huracán
que hubo en el 2005 y destruyo
el sur de florida. Por causa de
estos desastres naturales muchas
personas se quedaron sin un
techo donde vivir.

Tan bien recordemos la
muerte del papa Juan Pabló II
que murió el 2 de abril del 2005.
Su muerte fue muy triste porque
la gente lo quería mucho. Juan
Pablo II hera una persona muy
importante y siempre va a estar
presente . Tambien sabemos que
tras la muerte del papa Juan
Pablo II elijieron al nuevo papa
Benedicto XVI.

Estas son algunas cosas que
pasaron en el 2005.Ahora
empezamos un nuevo año 2006
y  esperemos que este año que
entra este lleno de prosperidad
y amor que  el  2006 sea mejor
que el 2005.

  George Orwell’s “1984”  is a highly acclaimed and quite disturbing piece of work. Written in 1949,
Orwell had a vision of what their future may very well become. His picture is a nightmare unimaginable by most

and greatly feared by all. It feeds our paranoia where no one is free to do what they want, or even think of what
want. Can you imagine a world where everything you do can be seen and accounted against you? Can you
imagine a world where you fear your own thoughts?

The world is Oceania. The Party is in control and is watching every move you make through telescreens
which are inescapable. They are being led by the ever present Big Brother. Their motto claims that “War is Peace,
Freedom is Slavery, Ignorance is Strength.” Hours in a day have been lengthened for longer working days and

shorter nights, with the religious up keeps of the “hate.” With their use of a new type of language called
Newspeak, it is clear that any form of individualism is against the perverse law that is being enforced.

Here is where we meet Winston Smith. He is a low-ranking member of the Party. His job is to convert
various files into Newspeak format. But his mind seems to be wandering, a dangerous thing at a dangerous
time, many of his coworkers have been disappearing because of such things. His life is being monitored,
just like everyone else. His every move is being seen, by Big Brother himself, he doesn’t know, and stops
himself to even figure out.

He goes to work, engages in the “hate,” and hopefully comes home to his bed. That is what they all
hope in that era. All they want is to keep at what they’re doing and not anger their very loving Big

Brother.
But his thoughts seem to be escaping him more and more. He begins to seek for a way out of his

oppression. He goes to seek Big Brother’s very enemy to find the answer... to find freedom. People don’t
appreciate how well off and good we all have it here in free America and what it stands for until you get
sucked into a world that could be, and could very well become in our near futur e if we don’t start realizing
what we have.
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We’ve all seen, or at least heard of, L. Frank
Baum’s The Wizard of Oz, the classic tale that fol-
lowed Dorothy along the yellow brick road trying to
get to see the wonderful wizard so she could go home.
The cowardly lion, the tin man, the scarecrow and
Dorothy fear the Wicked Witch of the West because
she is evil and wants the ruby slippers off of Dorothy’s
feet.  We all know this.  But what about the Wicked
Witch’s side of the story?  Who was this green skinned
witch?  Was she really evil?  Was she really a witch?
Why is she the way she is?

Two sides to every story: Fall under the spell of Wicked
The novel Wicked, by Gregory Maguire, takes the story

of Oz and creates a land of animals that speak and strive to
be treated as more than just animals.

The book drew me into the world of the green infant,
born to a religious zealot of a father and a mother of sub-
stance abuse and sexual indecency.  She is analytic of the
loneliness she feels as the minister’s wife in the surround-
ings of Munchkinland. Elphaba, (the Wicked Witch of the
West) tries to help these animals keep talking.  Someone
wants the Land of Oz to be a place where animals are seen
and not heard.  Elphaba also has these powers, at which
she cannot control, that make her seem evil because of
events that take place.

However, it wasn’t her doing at all.  The mayor of Oz,
the Wonderful Wizard, tricks her into doing magic spells.
People believe her to be wicked because she tells the truth.

Follow Elphaba as the citizens of Oz set out on a hunt
to capture, kill, and melt her.

Maguire’s novel has sold over three quarters of a
million copies since its 1995 publication.  The well-
known novel has now been made into a Broadway Mu-
sical.

Gregory Maguire followed up Wicked with the se-
quel, the cleverly  titled  Son of a Witch.  Maguire is
known for taking classic stories such of the Wizard of
Oz and changing the side of the story so the reader can
see that there really are two sides to every story.

I highly recommend this book.  If you loved The
Wizard of Oz, the play or just fairy tales in general, you
will be sure to enjoy this novel.  It’s an incredibly cre-
ative read.  It raises disturbing questions about the na-
ture of evil.  I picked up this book due to the praise that
the musical had received and I am surely glad I did.

by Alyssa Isgett

A Book Review

Blood, gore, and helpless
Americans wandering aimlessly
guided by their raging hormones and
insatiable libido; what else can there
be to create an awesome movie that
leaves you laughing, cringing, and
wanting to go to Europe?

Tarantino’s at it again with a new
thriller (and boy does it thrill)
“Hostel.” Directed and written by Eli
Roth  who gave us “Cabin Fever,” he
continues with his hunger for blood
and more blood in the twisted way only
he can tell us. Starring the young hot
blood of Jay Hernandez, and Derek
Richardson with various young hot no-names, it can’t go wrong.

Paxton (Hernandez) and Josh (Richardson), along with a few buddies they meet,

go backpacking through  Europe for definite pleasure and zero business, staying
at one hostel or another passing through. They
meet someone who tells them of a certain place
in Slovakia where its hostel is packed with all
the most beautiful and willing ladies imaginable.

Taking his word, they set off to find this
mysterious place uncharted on the maps. They
are greeted with very agreeable quarters and hot
female roommates, and start off the partying like
there is no tomorrow. But when one of their
buddies goes missing, questions begin to rise,
and their trip is no longer very pleasant at all.

If you are offended by extreme nudity, then
retire to a PG movie because the first hour
celebrates the beauty of what bodies can offer
and fiery libidos combined can create. It isn’t
until the end that the story really pulls through
and the heart starts speeding at a different rate.
If you’re up for something that requires a more

mature and yet immature audience, by all means, love the blood, gore, and sex
the world of our time can offer. (Rated “R”, under 17 requires adult supervision.)

Hostel: A Movie Review

Nai ve Americans in Eur ope, where can you go wrong?

“1984”“1984”“1984”“1984”“1984”
A Book Review by Ilka Hernando

by Ilka Hernando


